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The River Thames provides a richly textured
heritage landscape, with one of the highest
concentrations of historic buildings, parks and
scheduled ancient monuments in the country.1

The diversity and wealth of these built heritage
sites are key to the unique landscape character 
of the Thames, providing powerful reminders of
the work and way of life of earlier generations
and providing places of enjoyment for local
people and visitors today.

The scheduled ancient monuments range in scale
from Windsor Castle and Hampton Court Palace to
Godstow Abbey and Halfpenny Bridge. Many other
bridges over the non-tidal river are scheduled,
including those at Radcot, Wallingford, Abingdon
and Chertsey. Major historic parks and gardens
include Cliveden and Taplow Court. 

The river itself also provides an unparalleled
collection of built river heritage, from the remains
of the 1630’s stone pound lock at Iffley Lock to
many locks, weirs, and lock houses that remain in
use today.
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1 Care should be taken to ensure that planting does not create a wind shadow on reaches used for sailing.

We will conserve and enhance the special characteristics of landscape value in the 
river corridor

Possible actions River-wide

1 conduct a consistent and comprehensive landscape assessment of the entire river, updating 
existing studies where necessary

2 form local partnerships (similar to the Thames Landscape Strategy) that will use local river 
corridor characterisations to develop an agreed set of local prioritised actions based on a 
thorough understanding of the natural, built and cultural heritage

3 sensitively manage the key landscapes, landmarks, locks, open spaces and vistas
4 respect and restore historic features
5 minimise the impact from potentially intrusive development
6 introduce selective landscape and amenity enhancements to reduce visual intrusion from 

recreation access, car parking and boat mooring facilities
7 create ecological buffer zones between the river and adjacent arable fields, and encourage a 

greater diversity of indigenous trees, shrubs and other plants where biodiversity has been 
reduced by agricultural practices

8 introduce planting to screen intrusive features (for example: road, rail and pylon routes) and 
frame views1

9 reinstate grassland and water meadows and introduce or regenerate woodland and scrub 
habitats on marginal land1

10 review, update and promote wide adoption of the Thames Environment Design Handbook
11 restore river infrastructure using traditional construction materials and appropriate designs as

specified in Thames Environment Design Handbook
12 retain headroom restriction on boat size imposed by Osney Bridge

Policy 24 - landscape

The special landscape qualities are a vital part of the visitor experience.

We will maintain and enhance the cultural heritage, historic assets and archaeological value of
the river and its corridor

Possible actions

1 manage land, buildings and structures (such as locks, bridges and weirs) of historic interest, in 
harmony with their setting, design, materials and construction methods

2 carry out an audit of heritage features
3 protect and conserve buildings, sites and objects of archaeological, architectural, engineering 

or historic interest
4 raise awareness of historical significance of sites along the Thames through education, signage 

and interpretation initiatives

Policy 25 - heritage

The Thames is world-renowned for its character and history, which
helps to attract visitors and thus contributes to social and economic
well-being.

1 Scheduled Ancient Monuments are sites of national importance designated by English Heritage as particularly
significant and vulnerable to change. English Heritage also maintains a register of parks and gardens of
particular historic interest.
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