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YesQ1 Do you consider the Local Plan is Legally
Compliant?

YesQ2 Do you consider the Local Plan is Sound
(positively prepared, effective and Justified)

North of Harwell Campus (East Hendred and Harwell
Parishes)

If your comment(s) relate to a specific site within
a core policy please select this from the drop down
list.

Q4 Please give details of why you consider the Local Plan is not legally compliant or is unsound or
fails to comply with the duty to co-operate. Please be as precise as possible. If you wish to support
the legal compliance or soundness of the Local Plan or its compliance with the duty to co-operate,
please also use this box to set out your comments.

In relation to the above proposed allocation I write on behalf of landowner the Hendred Estatei, in
respect of proposed Core Policy 15. I have also sent another letter on the Estate?s behalf in relation
to other land but the two letters have different references.

General Support for Local Plan

The Estate agrees with the Council that there is a need to identify a number of larger development
sites in order to ensure that sufficient housing is built to meet the housing needs of the District as
identified in the latest available evidence which is the SHMA (February 2014). This would appear to
meet the requirement in the NPPF (para 14) for Local Plans to meet objectively assessed needs.
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Any allocation will need to be located in a sustainable location and have good sustainable development
credentials.

The Council is proposing larger scale development in the Science Vale area and to ring fence this
which is supported.

Support to policy-

Reference: Core Policy 15 Local Plan Part 1 Strategic Sites and Policies: Spatial Strategy for South
East Vale Sub-Area

The Hendred Estate owns land which is proposed as part of the allocation termed North West Harwell.
This proposed is supported.

The map below (Figure 1) shows the proposed allocation (copied from page 38 of Appendix 1 of Local
Plan 2031 Part 1: Strategic Sites and Policies Consultation Publication Version November 2014).

Also shown on this map is other land within the ownership of the Hendred Estate of relevance here
(they own other land further north and west too where the green meets the edge of the image).

Figure 1- Annotated version of North West Harwell Campus Allocation

The Hendred Estate supports the proposed allocation of land in relation to Northwest Harwell Campus
as outlined in red above, the reasons for this being in brief as follows:

The Harwell Oxford Campus has a large employment potential in addition to the large numbers of
people that are accommodated there at present. We are of the view that this site presents an obvious
opportunity for strategic development. Of the sites contiguous with the existing Campus this site would
result in least harm to the AONB yet still offer excellent connectivity and sustainable development
credentials.

Local Plans are to be visionary and we consider that the strategic development identified falls in that
category whilst also meeting identified needs.

In our view the site put forward would deliver sustainable development; as required by the NPPF. A
balancing exercise has to be carried out, but the benefits of developing this particular site would
outweigh any possible disadvantages, given the pressing need for additional housing to meet identified
needs and the need to place this where benefits will result and there is a clear potential synergy in
locating homes near jobs.

People living here would not need to own a car to access many services. In future there will be yet
further services added. We consider the site is a sustainable location and furthermore is very well
positioned to be considered sustainable in future transport terms, given the promotion of Science Vale.
As encouraged in the Local Plan, by developing this area it would help to provide balanced communities
that will be benefiting from the local employment opportunities.The District and County Councils have
already embarked on a programme of infrastructure improvement that

this site could utilise, including a full junction at Chilton on the A34. This site would make good use of
the work identified under this commitment.

The level of development envisaged would be fairly easily deliverable and provision of this level of
development would provide support for services in the vicinity. The Hendred Estate owns land is
available for development now and is deliverable soon and certainly within the life of the plan thus
ensuring soundness.

Although a detailed landscape and visual study will be required in due course, what is proposed here
would have a minimal impact on the landscape when compared to alternative sites close to the Campus
as set out elsewhere (see Kemp & Kemp submission- see below). Given the additional land to the
north and east outside the site?s proposed allocation boundaries the Hendred Estate would potentially
be able to make additional land available for landscape mitigation to ensure a high quality and low
impact development.

Potential areas for landscape enhancement are indicated below in Figure 2, which might exceed the
indications given in the February 2014 Landscape report produced for VOWHDC1. Only by including
Hendred Estate land within the allocated area would it become possible to achieve such potential
peripheral enhancement. This could add to the existing woodland belts in a way that would take
considerably longer to achieve on the land East of Harwell Campus.
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Figure 2- Annotated version of North West Harwell Campus Allocation showing indicative potential for
landscape enhancement on Estate Land

In order to demonstrate that there are no show stoppers to development of this site we have
commissioned an ecology report for the land owned by Hendred Estate, by Ecoconsult- which is now
attached. This concludes that there is no known feature of ecological or other such important
environmental importance that would preclude development of the site. Woodlands and trees which
are nearby habitats would be largely unaffected but could be enhanced by new planting and other
measures.

In terms of the three prongs of sustainable development, allocation of this site would be appropriate
in economic, environmental and social terms.

Please note  your representation should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and supporting
information necessary to support/justify the representation and the suggested modification, as there will not
normally be a subsequent opportunity to make further representations based on the original representation
at publication stage.

After this stage, further submissions will be only at the request of the  Inspector, based on the
matters and issues he/she identifies for  examination.

No - I do not wish to participate at the oral
examination

Q6 If your representation is seeking a modification,
do you consider it necessary to participate at the
oral part of the examination?
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