
Comments on the additional documents released by the Vale in 

response to questions raised at the EIP 

Comments from the North Abingdon Local Planning Group 

 

Summary note on changes to the Oxford Green Belt 

 

It is useful to see the 24 sites listed out and clearly marked on a map.  It now makes 

clear the full extent of the ‘Green Belt’ protection that the Council intends to remove. 

 

Many sites are to be removed from the Green Belt and they will be available for 

development, even if they have not been listed as Strategic Sites, as our Inspector 

has noted. 

 

Site X – Tilsley Park Sports Centre 

 

As I mentioned at the EIP, the Northern half of site X includes the Tilsley Park Sports 

Complex.  This site is currently managed by Abingdon School, who have a 125 year 

lease from the Council and they maintain public access1.  The development of the 

site was allowed in the Green Belt because it is a sports complex. 

 

The removal of this site from the Green Belt came as a surprise to me.  It was not 

clear in the Plan.  Presuming that there is an intention to continue to use the site as a 

sports complex, it is difficult to understand why it had to be removed from the Green 

Belt.  In the long term, the Sports complex itself could be rolled onto some other 

patch of Green Belt and Tilsley Park, which would be surrounded by housing and 

roads, could presumably be developed to the benefit of the Council. 

 

Site U 

 

The other point that I made at the EIP was that the Vale had consulted about site U 

(land to the North of Peachcroft and Twelve Acre Drive, but East of the Oxford Road 

up Lodge Hill). 

 

Consulting my records I now believe that this is not the case and I apologise for 

being misleading. 

 

Referring back to handouts from meetings to brief the Long Furlong Community 

Association (LFCA) has refreshed my memory.  I now think that the sequence of 

events was: 

 

 

                                                           
1
 http://www.abingdonfirst.co.uk/2015/07/tilsley-park/ 



 

 26 February 2014 to 4 April 2014 – Public consultation; 

 14 July 2014 – First briefing to LFCA shows a North Abingdon site with 410 

houses, entirely to the West of the Oxford Road up Lodge Hill; 

 15 October 2014 – Council votes to submit plan to Secretary of State; and 

 3 November 2014 – Briefing to LFCA notes changes to sites North of 

Abingdon 

 

The changes – which are clear from Annex A of the handout from the meeting - I 

attach a PDF - were: 

 

 Two sites, Cumnor South and Radley North, each with  200 houses, were 

removed from the plan, due to lobbying in the consultation period; and 

 

 The North Abingdon site was increased from 410 houses to 800 and extended 

Eastwards, across the Oxford Road towards Radley. 

 

This timing of events indicates that there was no consultation about the 

change from 410 to 800 houses on the North Abingdon site.  Also, later in 

November 2014 we heard about a further change as a large strip of land to the East 

of the site, up to Peachcroft Farm, was to be included but will now remain in the 

Green Belt2.  This change is evident when comparing the map in the attached PDF 

which clearly includes a larger area than that just indicated by the Vale.   This 

reduction in the site area will push up the density required on the site overall.  We 

have separately commented on how the extension of the site relates to the various 

reviews of the Green Belt, I recall.  These issues are in part a matter for Stage 2. 

 

Response to the Inspectors queries raised during Matter 2 

 

I note that in Section 2, the District Council confirms that the 100,000 job figure is 

‘still the agreed target’.  We are not totally reassured by that.  Targets are things that 

you aim at, but do not necessarily hit. 

 

Comments on the plans mentioned in the related email are3: 

 

 100,000 jobs are frequently mentioned but this is a particularly round figure – 

there seems to be no breakdown of this into sectors or clear opportunities; 

 

 There is a long list of ‘Actions’ in the Space Growth Action Plan but less signs 

that they have been achieved; 

                                                           
2
 Related to work by Hankinson Duckett, Vale Examination Library NAT05, we understand. 

3
 A list of links to the various plans and documents follow as those on the Vale document are not operational. 



 The sector has trebled in size since 2000.  It now directly employs 37,000 

people and is estimated to support over 115,000 jobs in total. (page 4 of the 

update report).  So the number of jobs would, broadly, have to double; 

 

 However, growth is to be achieved by raising our share of the global space-

enabled market from 6.5% to 10% by 2030 (see page 4 of the Space Growth 

Action plan), 

 

So the plans are positive and very ambitious.  However the plan to increase our 

share of the global market does seem very ambitious.  Other nations may jealously 

guard their share of this key activity. 

 

Risks and Mitigation 

 

So, there is a risk that the plans for thousands more space jobs does not (wholly or 

partly) succeed.  This risk joins up with various other major risks in the plan.  For 

example, it may be that due to technical change, the growth in jobs is needed for 

residents, not migrants. 

 

So to conclude on the planned growth in jobs, the plan would be much improved if it 

accepted some of these risks and took steps to mitigate them.  For example, 

releases of land could be strictly phased, rather than releasing so much land at once, 

that at current building rates it might be enough to last us until 2050. 

 

 

 

North Abingdon Local Planning Group 

David Illingworth 
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Space plans Internet links 

Space growth action plan: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/29836
2/igs-action-plan.pdf 

UK Space Agency Corporate Plan 2015-16: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/44865
6/Final_Corporate_Plan_format_2015-16_pages.pdf 

Or, I think: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/41998
0/Final_Corporate_Plan_format_2015-16_pages.pdf 

The previous year’s version of the UK Space Agency Corporate Plan, for 2014-15: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/30740
3/Corporate_Plan_2014-15.pdf 

Update report: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/44491
8/_SPACE-IGS_report-web-JJF-V2.0.pdf 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/298362/igs-action-plan.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/298362/igs-action-plan.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/448656/Final_Corporate_Plan_format_2015-16_pages.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/448656/Final_Corporate_Plan_format_2015-16_pages.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/448656/Final_Corporate_Plan_format_2015-16_pages.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/448656/Final_Corporate_Plan_format_2015-16_pages.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/307403/Corporate_Plan_2014-15.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/307403/Corporate_Plan_2014-15.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444918/_SPACE-IGS_report-web-JJF-V2.0.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444918/_SPACE-IGS_report-web-JJF-V2.0.pdf
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