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APPENDIX 1: REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 

As discussed in Chapter 1, this SA Report needs to provide all of the information required in Schedule 2 of 
the SEA Regulations.  The requirements are listed below, alongside the section of the SA Report where they 
have been met. 

SEA Regulations Schedule 2 requirements Where requirements are met in the SA Report 

1. An outline of the contents and main objectives of the 
plan or programme, and of its relationship with other 
relevant plans and programmes.  

Part 1 of this SA Report.  An outline of the contents and 
main objectives of the plan can be found at Section 4.  The 
relationship of the plan with other relevant plans and 
programmes can be found in Section 5. 

2. The relevant aspects of the current state of the 
environment and the likely evolution thereof without 
implementation of the plan or programme.  

The baseline is set out in Section 6 and the likely evolution 
of the baseline is set out in Section 7. 

3. The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be 
significantly affected.  Section 6. 

4. Any existing environmental problems which are relevant 
to the plan or programme including, in particular, those 
relating to any areas of a particular environmental 
importance, such as areas designated pursuant to Council 
Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds and 
the Habitats Directive.

Section 6. 

5. The environmental protection objectives, established at 
international, Community or Member State level, which are 
relevant to the plan or programme and the way those 
objectives and any environmental considerations have 
been taken into account during its preparation.  

Section 5 and 6; and taken into account in Part 2 
(assessing the reasonable alternatives) and Part 3 
(assessing the effects of the draft plan). 

6. The likely significant effects on the environment, 
including short, medium and long-term  effects, permanent 
and temporary effects, positive and negative effects, and 
secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects, on issues 
such as biodiversity; population;  human health; fauna; 
flora; soil; water; air; climatic factors; material assets; 
cultural heritage, including architectural and archaeological 
heritage; landscape; and inter-relationships between the 
above issues. 

Part 3 of the SA Report.  The likely significant effects are 
set out in Section 30 (on a policy by policy basis) and 31 
(against the SA Framework).  There is a specific 
cumulative effects section in Section 32).  Section 33 sets 
out the conclusions of this SA Report. 

7. The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully 
as possible offset any significant adverse effects on the 
environment of implementing the plan or programme.  

Mitigation is set out in the tables listed in Sections 29, 30, 
31, 32 and 33. 

8. An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives 
dealt with, and a description of how the assessment was 
undertaken including any difficulties (such as technical 
deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered in compiling 
the required information.  

The ‘story’ of plan-making is set out in Part 2 of this SA 
Report, Sections 9 to 27.  Detailed appraisal matrices are 
located in Appendices 4 to 32. 

9. A description of the measures envisaged concerning 
monitoring in accordance with regulation 17. Section 36. 

10. A non-technical summary of the information provided 
under paragraphs 1 to 9. See stand-alone non-technical summary 
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APPENDIX 2: SITE APPRAISAL METHODOLOGY 

The SA Framework tests the potential impacts of sites against social, economic and environmental criteria. 
Sometimes a course of action may lead to a conflict between different SA objectives (for example, 
environmental and economic).  It is the purpose of the SA to make such conflicts clear. Where negative 
impacts are predicted, mitigation measures are identified; and where positive impacts are identified 
enhancement measures are identified.   

To ensure consistency between previous Interim SA Report documents the same SA Framework and 
scoring criteria are used.  The SA scoring criteria is as follows: 

SA Score Explanation
1

++ Major positive impact on objective 

+ Minor positive impact on objective 

0 Neutral impact on objective (positive and negative impacts balance each other out) 

- Minor negative impact on objective 

- - Major negative impact on objective 

? Uncertain impact on objective 

x No clear link with the objective 

The site appraisal mirrors the previous (March 2013) LPP1 site appraisal as closely as possible; but also 
takes account of new evidence such as the Landscape Capacity Study, Green Belt Review and Historic 
Landscape Classification.   Detailed comments from statutory consultees and stakeholders have been taken 
into account in the appraisal wherever they have been provided, with previous appraisal findings revisited if 
necessary.  

Distances to schools, GPs, Community Centres and Leisure Centres are taken from the centre of the site to 
the nearest road access, and then via road to the nearest facility.  Distance was calculated for walking, 
cycling and by car with an average taken to give a final distance.  Where there is a significant difference 
between different travel modes this is acknowledged in the appraisal.  

The appraisal has assumed that a distance of 1.2km (a 15 minute walk) is the maximum reasonable distance 
that people would be prepared to walk to access shops and services, and a 5km cycle ride is the maximum 
reasonable distance that people would be prepared to cycle. 

Comments were received from stakeholders that the appraisal criteria for SA Objective 8 (cultural heritage) 
were flawed as it did not pay sufficient attention to the setting of historic assets.  To remedy this, additional 
information from stakeholders was included in the appraisal, including detailed comments from English 
Heritage and archaeology officers in the Vale and Oxfordshire County Council.  Furthermore, where a site is 
suspected of being of archaeological importance, mitigation measures have been identified to carry out an 
investigation of the site. 

                                                     
1 Note that ‘Major’ effects are, for the purposes of this appraisal classified as ‘significant’ effects as per the Regulations and Directive. 
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Sustainability Objective Appraisal Criteria 

1. Provide sufficient suitable 
homes including affordable 
homes.

 How many dwellings could the site provide? (indicative) 
 Is the site in an appropriate location? 

2. Ensure the availability of 
high quality services and 
facilities2 in the Vale’s towns 
and rural areas.  

 Distance to nearest Town Centre 
 Distance to nearest Local Shop 
 Distance to nearest Community Centre or  Village Hall 
 Distance to nearest Leisure Centre 
 Distance to nearest Primary and Secondary Schools. 
 Distance to nearest GP 

3. Reduce the need to travel 
and Improve provisions for 
walking, cycling and public 
transport and reduce road 
congestion.   

 Distance to nearest Town Centre 
 Road access  
 Public Transport accessibility 

4. Improve the health and 
well-being of Vale residents.  

 Distance to nearest GP 
 Distance to nearest Open Space 
 Distance to nearest Leisure Centre 

5. Reduce inequality, poverty 
and social exclusion in the 
Vale, and raise educational 
achievement and skills levels.  

 Distance to nearest Primary School 
 Distance to nearest Secondary School 

6. Support a strong and 
sustainable economy within 
the Vale’s towns and rural 
areas.

 Distance to nearest Employment Site3

 Distance to Enterprise Zone 

7. Improve and protect the 
natural environment including 
biodiversity, water and soil 
quality 

 Distance to Local Wildlife Site 
 Distance to Ancient Woodland 
 Distance to SSSI4

 Is the site within the Great Western Community Forest? 
 Distance to ‘poor’ ecological quality watercourse under the Water Framework 

Directive5

 Groundwater pollution risk 
 Risk of contaminated land 

8. Protect the cultural heritage 
and provide a high quality 
townscape and landscape. 

 Is the site within a designated Historic Park and Garden or its setting? 
 Does the site contain a Scheduled Ancient Monument or is the site within its 

setting?
 Is the site within a Conservation Area or its setting? 
 Does the site contain a Listed Building or is the site within its setting? 
 Would development at the site affect the Green Belt or its setting6?
 Would development at the site affect the AONB or its setting? 
 Does the site cross the historic or proposed alignment of the Wilts and Berks 

Canal? 
 What is the landscape capacity7 of the site to accommodate development? 
 What is the Historic Landscape Character8 of the site? 

9. Reduce air, noise and light 
pollution 

 Is the site within a designated AQMA? 
 Are any potential sources of air, noise or light pollution nearby? 

                                                     
2 Future community infrastructure contained in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan has been taken into account in the assessment. 
3 Employment sites that were used in the assessment were Existing Strategic Employment Sites (as described in LPP1 Appendix B); 
saved Local Plan 2011 employment allocations (as described in LPP1 Core Policy 4) and Strategic Employment Sites (as described in
LPP1 Core Policy 4).  An exhaustive list is located at Appendix III of the report.  
4 Effects on the SSSI have been predicted on the basis of both distance to the SSSI and the reasons for designation (i.e. geological,
presence of species).  It should be noted that the effect on the SSSI will be dependent on other details at the project level such as 
design and other site attributes; and the effects may be subject to change when considered at a more detailed level. 
5 As informed by the Environment Agency (see http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/static/documents/Research/Ock_schematics.pdf) 
6 As informed by the Green Belt Review 2014 
7 As informed by the Landscape Capacity Study 2014 
8 As informed by the emerging Oxfordshire Historic Landscape Character Study 
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Sustainability Objective Appraisal Criteria 

10. Reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and the use of 
resources and improve 
resource efficiency 

 Will the site increase waste, energy, resource use and/or emissions? 
 Does the site contain Previously Developed Land? 

11. Increase resilience to 
climate change and flooding 

 Does the site contain any areas of Flood Zone 2 or 3?  
 Is the site at risk from surface water flooding? 
 Does the site contain any Grade 1-3 land according to the Agricultural Land 

Classification?9

                                                     
9 Grades 1-3a are defined as the ‘Best and Most Versatile’ agricultural land.  The dataset used does not differentiate between grades 3a 
and 3b so is where this occurs a ‘?’ is scored as it is uncertain.  Many of the sites are large and contain a number of different ‘grades’ of 
agricultural land and where this occurs proportions of 25% and above are taken into account for the scoring. 
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APPENDIX 3: LIST OF EMPLOYMENT SITES 

The list of Employment Sites used in the site appraisal are as follows: 

Existing Employment Sites 

 Abingdon Business Park, Wyndyke Furlong 

 Drayton Road Industrial Estate, Abingdon 

 Fitzharris Trading Estate, Abingdon 

 Abingdon Science Park at Barton Lane 

 Radley Road Industrial Estate, Abingdon 

 Barton Mill in Audlett Drive, Abingdon 

 Grove Technology Park 

 Downsview Road, Grove 

 Grove Road, Wantage 

 Station Road, Grove (Williams F1) 

 Park Road Industrial Estate, Faringdon 

 Seacourt Tower, Botley 

 Curtis Industrial Estate and Hinksey Business Centre, Botley 

 Minns Business Park, Botley 

 Existing premises around Didcot Power Station 

Saved Local Plan 2011 Employment Sites 

 Wootton Business Park 

 Cumnor Hill (Chawley Park) 

 Abingdon Business Park at Wyndyke Furlong 

 Abingdon Science Park at Barton Lane 

 Grove Technology Park 

 Land north of Park Road, Faringdon 

 Land adjacent to A420, Faringdon 

 Land West of Didcot Power Station 

LPP1 Strategic Employment Sites 

 Monks Farm, North Grove 

 Harwell Oxford and Innovation Campus 

 Milton Park 

 Didcot A 

 South of Park Road, Faringdon 

Rural Multi User Sites as identified in the Local Plan 2011 

 Ardington: Home Farm, and the Works and Bakers Yard 

 Challow: W&G Estate 

 Radley Parish: Sandford Lane Industrial Estate, Kennington 

 Kingston Bagpuize and Southmoor: Kingston Business Park 

 Stanford-in-the-Vale: White Horse Business Park 

 Steventon: Station Yard Industrial Estate 

 Watchfield: Shrivenham Hundred Business Park 
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 Wootton: Wootton Business Park 

Local Rural Sites as identified in the Local Plan 2011 

 Uffington Station, Uffington 

 All other Local Rural Sites are already listed above as ‘Rural Multi User Sites’. 

Large Campus Style Sites as identified in the Local Plan 2011 

 Milton Hill: Milton Hill Business and Technology Centre 

 Tubney Wood: Oxford Instruments 

The Amey site in Sutton Courtney is also identified in the Local Plan 2011 as a Large Campus Style Site. 
This site has outline planning permission for housing, and has not therefore been considered as an 
employment site in this assessment. 
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ou
ld

 
no

t r
es

ul
t i

n 
th

e 
lo

ss
 o

f 
B

es
t, 

M
os

t 
V

er
sa

til
e 

La
nd

.

T
he

 s
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 is
 

14
7h

a 
of

 
G

re
en

fie
ld

 
la

nd
 s

pl
it 

ap
pr

ox
im

at
el

y 
30

%
 G

ra
de

 2
, 

20
%

 G
ra

de
 3

, 
40

%
 G

ra
de

 4
 

A
gr

ic
ul

tu
ra

l 
La

nd
 a

nd
 

10
%

 u
rb

an
 

la
nd

.  
A

s 
th

e 
la

nd
 is

 
al

re
ad

y 
pr

op
os

ed
 to

 
be

 a
llo

ca
te

d 
an

d 
th

e 
op

tio
n 

T
he

 s
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 is
 

lo
ca

te
d 

on
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ow

nf
ie

ld
 

la
nd

 a
nd

 
w

ou
ld

 n
ot

 
re

qu
ire

 th
e 
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ss

 o
f 

ag
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ul
tu

ra
l 

la
nd

 o
r 

gr
ee

nf
ie

ld
 

la
nd
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he
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k 
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a 
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e 
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 s
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fie
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at
el
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%
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ra
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an
d 
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%

 
G

ra
de
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A
gr
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ul

tu
ra

l 
La

nd
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ev
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in
g 
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 s
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 w
ou
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e 
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M
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t 

V
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 s
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fie
ld
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ra
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r 
3b

; 
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 c
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B

es
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M
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T
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 s
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G
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fie
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ra
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is
 s

ite
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B
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t, 

M
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 s
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ra
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D
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B
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V
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e 

La
nd
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ra
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 s
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G
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te
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ra
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A
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 s
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su
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e 
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b
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c
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v
e
 

2

S
o
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A
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1
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o
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a
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P
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o
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e
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e

y
 P
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c
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s
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d
e

n
s
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y
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t 

V
a
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e
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1
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A
 

D
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o
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1
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B

N
o

rt
h

 D
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o
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1
6
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o
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h
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e
s
t 
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v
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N
o
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e
s
t 
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2
1

S
o
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y
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R
o
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s
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k
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 c
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re
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e 
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t, 
M

os
t 

V
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sa
til
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T
he
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pr
ox
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el
y 

0.
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a 
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F
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 Z
on

e 
2 

w
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 th

e 
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te
 

an
d 

th
e 

si
te

 is
 

ad
jo

in
ed

 b
y 

F
lo

od
 Z

on
e 

3 
to

 th
e 

no
rt

h 
an

d 
F

lo
od

 
Z

on
e 

2 
to

 th
e 

ea
st

.  
T

he
 s

ite
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in

an
tly
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te

d 
w
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F
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1,

 
w
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m
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l 
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h 
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lo
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2 
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so
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da
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s 

w
hi
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 r

el
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e 
to
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e 
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ug
h 

an
d 

sh
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 b

e 
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n 
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pr
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t; 

ho
w

ev
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e 

N
P

P
F
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ca
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s 
th

at
 

su
ch
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nd

 c
an
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 r
el
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se

d 
w

he
re
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 is

 
de

em
ed

 
ne
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ss

ar
y.
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lo
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w
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od

 Z
on
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th

er
ef

or
e 
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si

te
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pe
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fic
 

F
R

A
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

re
qu

ire
d.

  A
s 

pa
rt

 o
f t

he
 

F
R

A
 a

 
su

rf
ac

e 
w

at
er

 
dr

ai
na

ge
 

st
ra

te
gy

 w
ill

 
ne

ed
 to

 b
e 

pr
od

uc
ed

 to
 

A
pp

ro
xi

m
at

el
y 

5.
6h

a 
of

 
F

lo
od

 Z
on

e 
3 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
si

te
. 

T
he

 s
ite

 h
as

 
ap

pr
ox

im
at

el
y 

5.
6h

a 
of

 
F

lo
od

 Z
on

e 
3 

an
d 

2 
as

so
ci

at
ed

 to
 

th
e 

no
rt

he
rn

 
bo

un
da

ry
 o

f 
th

e 
si

te
.

S
ho

ul
d 

th
is

 b
e 

ta
ke

n 
fo

rw
ar

d 
as

 a
n 

al
lo

ca
tio

n 
th

e 
S

eq
ue

nt
ia

l 
T

es
t w

ill
 n

ee
d 

to
 b

e 
un

de
rt

ak
en

 to
 

ju
st

ify
 it

s 
se

le
ct

io
n.

  A
ll 

bu
ilt

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
lo

ca
te

d 
ou

ts
id

e 
of

 
F

lo
od

 Z
on

e 
3 

an
d 

2.
  T

he
 

S
eq

ue
nt

ia
l 

is
 fo

r 
an

 
in

te
ns

ifi
ca

tio
n 

of
 u

se
, t

hi
s 

is
 

ju
dg

ed
 to

 b
e 

an
 in

cr
ea

se
 in

 
th

e 
ef

fic
ie

nt
 

us
e 

of
 la

nd
.  

S
ite

 c
on

ta
in

s 
a 

sm
al

l 
am

ou
nt

 o
f 

F
lo

od
 Z

on
e 

3.
  

S
ite

 a
dj

oi
ns

 
tw

o 
ar

ea
s 

of
 

F
lo

od
 Z

on
e 

3.
 

T
he

 s
ite

 h
as

 
th

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l 

to
 in

cr
ea

se
 

flo
od

 r
is

k 
th

ro
ug

h 
in

cr
ea

se
d

su
rf

ac
e 

w
at

er
 

ru
no

ff;
ho

w
ev

er
 th

is
 

is
 n

ot
 li

ke
ly

 to
 

le
ad

 to
 

ne
ga

tiv
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

as
 

P
ol

ic
y 
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(F
lo

od
 R

is
k)

 
w

ou
ld

 a
pp

ly
.  

an
d 

lo
ca

te
d 

w
ith

in
 F

lo
od

 
Z

on
e 

1;
 

th
er

ef
or

e 
a 

si
te

-s
pe

ci
fic

 
F

R
A

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
re

qu
ire

d.
  A

s 
pa

rt
 o

f t
he

 
F

R
A

 a
 

su
rf

ac
e 

w
at

er
 

dr
ai

na
ge

 
st

ra
te

gy
 w

ill
 

ne
ed

 to
 b

e 
pr

od
uc

ed
 to

 
en

su
re

 fl
oo

d 
ris

k 
is

 n
ot

 
in

cr
ea

se
d 

by
 

th
e

in
tr

od
uc

tio
n 

of
 

im
pe

rm
ea

bl
e 

su
rf

ac
es

.
T

he
re

 is
 a

 
sm

al
l a

re
a 

to
 

th
e 

ce
nt

re
 o

f 
th

e 
si

te
 w

hi
ch

 
is

 s
us

ce
pt

ib
le

 
to

 s
ur

fa
ce

 
w

at
er

 
flo

od
in

g;
 th

is
 

w
ou

ld
 n

ee
d 

to
 

be

2 
la

nd
 is

 th
e 

be
st

 q
ua

lit
y 

in
 

th
e 

bo
ro

ug
h 

an
d 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
gi

ve
n 

gr
ea

te
st

 
pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

fr
om

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t; 

ho
w

ev
er

 th
e 

N
P

P
F

in
di

ca
te

s 
th

at
 

su
ch

 la
nd

 c
an

 
be

 r
el

ea
se

d 
w

he
re

 it
 is

 
de

em
ed

 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y.

T
he

re
 is

 
ap

pr
ox

im
at

el
y 

4h
a 

of
 F

lo
od

 
Z

on
e 

3 
an

d 
2 

to
 th

e 
no

rt
h 

ea
st

 c
or

ne
r 

of
 

th
e 

si
te

, a
 

S
eq

ue
nt

ia
l 

T
es

t w
ill

 n
ee

d 
to

 b
e 

un
de

rt
ak

en
 to

 
ju

st
ify

 it
s 

se
le

ct
io

n 
an

d 
al

l b
ui

lt 

La
nd

.

T
he

 s
ite

 is
 

ov
er

 1
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 in
 

si
ze

 a
nd

 
lo

ca
te

d 
w

ith
in

 
F
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od
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e 
1;

 
th
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or
e 

a 
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fic
 

F
R

A
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 
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qu

ire
d.

  A
s 

pa
rt

 o
f t
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F
R

A
 a

 
su

rf
ac

e 
w

at
er

 
dr

ai
na

ge
 

st
ra

te
gy

 w
ill
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 to

 b
e 

pr
od

uc
ed

 to
 

en
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re
 fl

oo
d 

ris
k 

is
 n

ot
 

in
cr

ea
se

d 
by

 
th

e
in

tr
od

uc
tio

n 
of

 
im

pe
rm

ea
bl

e 
su

rf
ac

es
.

T
he

 s
ite

 is
 

su
sc

ep
tib

le
 to

 
su

rf
ac

e 
w

at
er

 
flo

od
in

g,
 th

is
 

w
ou

ld
 n

ee
d 

to
 

be

La
nd

.

T
he

 s
ite

 is
 

ov
er

 1
ha

 in
 

si
ze

 a
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lo

ca
te

d 
w

ith
in

 
F

lo
od

 Z
on

e 
1;

 
th

er
ef

or
e 

a 
si

te
-s

pe
ci

fic
 

F
R

A
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

re
qu

ire
d.

  A
s 

pa
rt

 o
f t

he
 

F
R

A
 a

 
su

rf
ac

e 
w

at
er

 
dr

ai
na

ge
 

st
ra

te
gy

 w
ill
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 to

 b
e 

pr
od

uc
ed

 to
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 fl

oo
d 
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k 
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th

e
in

tr
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uc
tio

n 
of

 
im

pe
rm

ea
bl

e 
su

rf
ac

es
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ug
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 b
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P
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 c
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F
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 b
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 b
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N
P

P
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at
 

su
ch
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 c
an
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s
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g
 D

e
li

v
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p
d

a
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e

s
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it
h
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o

n
g
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e
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 d

e
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v
e
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o
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a
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O
b
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c
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v
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S
o

u
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A
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d
o
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1
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S
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u
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a
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e
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V
a

ll
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c
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a
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d
e

n
s
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V
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e
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1
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D
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o
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1
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B

N
o

rt
h

 D
id

c
o

t 

1
6

N
o

rt
h

 W
e
s
t 

G
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v
e

 

2
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N
o

rt
h
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e
s
t 

D
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y
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2
1

S
o

u
th

D
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y
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n
 

3
9

R
o

w
s
to

c
k
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od
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g.
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ll 
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de
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en
t 
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ou

ld
 b

e 
lo
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te

d 
ou
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id

e 
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F

lo
od

 Z
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es
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an

d 
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S
eq

ue
nt

ia
l 

T
es

t s
ho

ul
d 
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ke

 in
to
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t a
ll 
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s 
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od

 r
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T

he
 s
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 is
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 1
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 in
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nd
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d 

w
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in
 

F
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 Z

on
e 

1;
 

th
er
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a 
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-s
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F

R
A
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ld
 b

e 
re
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d.
  A
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f t
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F

R
A
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e 

w
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er
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ra
te
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ed
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 b
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en
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d 
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 fl
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d 
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k 
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e
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of
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ac
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 c
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e 

ha
ll 

(8
00

m
) 

an
d 

a 
P

rim
ar

y 
S

ch
oo

l (
80

0m
) 

ho
w

ev
er

 
is

 s
om

e 
w

ay
 d

is
ta

nt
 fr

om
 

A
bi

ng
do

n 
to

w
n 

ce
nt

re
 

(6
.7

km
);

 D
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 p
ro

vi
si

on
 a

t 
M

ilt
on

 H
ei

gh
ts

.

M
it

ig
a

ti
o

n
:

S
ite

 s
ho

ul
d 

co
ns

id
er

 th
e 

ne
ed

 fo
r 

ne
w

 o
r 

ex
pa

nd
ed

 p
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M
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ra
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 p

ro
vi

si
on

 in
 

an
 is

ol
at

ed
 a

re
a 

of
 th
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 p
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 D
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ra
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e 

ne
ed

 fo
r 

ne
w

 o
r 

ex
pa

nd
ed

 p
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pr
ov

e 
ac

ce
ss

 to
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 c
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ra
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 p
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S
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 c
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 b
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M
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a
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o
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d 
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r 
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r 
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 p
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ra
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r 
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 p
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+
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, c
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nt

re
 a

nd
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 b
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ng
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d 
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 s
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t f
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ar
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t p
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 b
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 s
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P
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w
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n 
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v
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ra
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e
s
t 

o
f 

S
te

v
e
n

to
n

 

co
ng

es
tio

n.
   

H
ar

w
el

l C
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d 
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 p

ro
vi

de
 b
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 p
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ra
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tin
g 

ro
ad

 
ne
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w
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 r
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 c

ro
ss

in
gs

 
an

d 
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ra
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 c
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 p
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 c
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e 
ne

ed
 to

 r
et

ai
n 

ex
is

tin
g 

op
en

 s
pa

ce
 a

nd
 fo

r 
ne

w
 

or
 e

xp
an

de
d 

pr
ov

is
io

n 
fo

r 
a 

G
P

 a
nd

 a
 L

ei
su

re
 

C
en

tr
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e 
si

te
.  

S
ite

 
sh

ou
ld

 r
et

ai
n 

th
e 

P
R

oW
 

an
d 

re
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 p
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 p
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 p
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ra
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al

ki
ng

 
di

st
an

ce
 o

f t
he

 n
ea

re
st

 
P

rim
ar

y 
S

ch
oo

l (
3k

m
) 

or
 

th
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P
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+
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ou
ld

 
de

liv
er

 s
uc

h 
se

rv
ic

es
 o

n-
si

te
.  

S
ite

 w
ou

ld
 le

ad
 to

 a
 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 n

um
be

r 
of

 h
om

es
.

S
ite

 c
an

 p
ro

vi
de

 a
n 

in
di

ca
tiv

e 
27

5 
ho

m
es

 a
t a

 d
en

si
ty

 
of

 2
5 

dw
el

lin
gs

 p
er

 h
ec

ta
re

, w
hi

ch
 w

ou
ld

 c
on

tr
ib

ut
e 

to
w

ar
ds

 m
ee

tin
g 

bo
th

 m
ar

ke
t a

nd
 a

ffo
rd

ab
le

 h
ou

si
ng

 
ne

ed
 in

 th
e 

di
st

ric
t. 

S
ite

 is
 n

ot
 in

 a
n 

as
 a

cc
es

si
bl

e 
lo

ca
tio

n 
as

 o
th

er
 s

ite
s 

in
 te

rm
s 

of
 s

er
vi

ce
s.

  

2
+

+
+

+

E
ns

ur
e 

th
e 

av
ai

la
bi

lit
y 

of
 h

ig
h 

qu
al

ity
 

se
rv

ic
es

 a
nd

 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

in
 

th
e 

V
al

e’
s 

to
w

ns
 a

nd
 

ru
ra

l a
re

as
. 

T
he

 s
ite

 is
 w

el
l l

oc
at

ed
 w

ith
in

 w
al

ki
ng

 d
is

ta
nc

e 
of

 
W

an
ta

ge
 to

w
n 

ce
nt

re
 (

85
0m

);
 to

w
n 

ha
ll 

(9
00

m
);

 
Le

is
ur

e 
C

en
tr

e 
(1

.1
km

);
 P

rim
ar

y 
S

ch
oo

l (
1k

m
) 

an
d 

S
ec

on
da

ry
 S

ch
oo

l (
1k

m
).

  T
he

 o
nl

y 
fa

ci
lit

y 
th

at
 is

 
be

yo
nd

 w
al

ki
ng

 d
is

ta
nc

e 
is

 th
e 

G
P

 w
hi

ch
 is

 w
ith

in
 

cy
cl

in
g 

di
st

an
ce

 o
r 

a 
sh

or
t b

us
 jo

ur
ne

y 
(2

.3
km

).
  

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t a
t t

hi
s 

si
te

 w
ou

ld
 e

ns
ur

e 
ac

ce
ss

 to
 

ex
is

tin
g 

se
rv

ic
es

 a
nd

 fa
ci

lit
ie

s 
an

d 
w

ou
ld

 s
up

po
rt

 a
nd

 
en

ha
nc

e 
su

ch
 in

fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

 in
 o

ne
 o

f t
he

 V
al

e’
s 

M
ar

ke
t T

ow
ns

.

T
he

 s
ite

 is
 w

ith
in

 w
al

ki
ng

 d
is

ta
nc

e 
of

 a
 P

rim
ar

y 
S

ch
oo

l (
1.

1k
m

) 
ho

w
ev

er
 it

 is
 b

y 
so

m
e 

w
ay

 d
is

ta
nt

 
fr

om
 D

id
co

t T
ow

n 
C

en
tr

e 
(7

.8
km

);
 th

e 
ne

ar
es

t 
S

ec
on

da
ry

 S
ch

oo
l (

7.
1k

m
);

 L
ei

su
re

 C
en

tr
e 

(7
.1

km
) 

an
d 

G
P

 (
7.

1k
m

).
  T

he
 s

ite
 is

 w
ith

in
 c

yc
lin

g 
di

st
an

ce
 o

f 
lo

ca
l s

ho
ps

 (
1.

4k
m

) 
an

d 
a 

vi
lla

ge
 h

al
l (

1.
7k

m
).

  
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t a

t t
hi

s 
si

te
 w

ou
ld

 li
ke

ly
 im

pr
ov

e 
ac

ce
ss

 
to

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
an

d 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

in
 r

ur
al

 a
re

as
 a

ro
un

d 
H

ar
w

el
l 

C
am

pu
s.

  D
ev

el
op

m
en

t o
f s

uc
h 

a 
sc

al
e 

he
re

 c
ou

ld
 

he
lp

 s
us

ta
in

 s
er

vi
ce

 p
ro

vi
si

on
 a

t H
ar

w
el

l O
xf

or
d 

C
am

pu
s 

an
d 

m
ay

 im
pr

ov
e 

ru
ra

l s
er

vi
ce

 p
ro

vi
si

on
 in

 
th

e 
ar

ea
. 

M
it

ig
a

ti
o

n
:

S
ite

 s
ho

ul
d 

co
ns

id
er

 th
e 

ne
ed

 fo
r 

ne
w

 o
r 

ex
pa

nd
ed

 
pr

ov
is

io
n 

fo
r 

a 
S

ec
on

da
ry

 S
ch

oo
l, 

G
P

 a
nd

 L
ei

su
re

 

T
he

 s
ite

 is
 w

ith
in

 w
al

ki
ng

 d
is

ta
nc

e 
of

 lo
ca

l s
ho

ps
 

(1
.2

km
) 

ho
w

ev
er

 is
 d

is
ta

nt
 fr

om
 D

id
co

t t
ow

n 
ce

nt
re

 
(6

.7
km

);
 D

id
co

t L
ei

su
re

 C
en

tr
e 

(7
.8

km
);

 th
e 

ne
ar

es
t 

S
ec

on
da

ry
 S

ch
oo

l (
6.

7k
m

) 
an

d 
G

P
 (

6.
3k

m
).

 T
he

 
ne

ar
es

t P
rim

ar
y 

S
ch

oo
l i

s 
2.

4k
m

 a
w

ay
.  

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
he

re
 c

ou
ld

 h
el

p 
su

st
ai

n 
se

rv
ic

e 
pr

ov
is

io
n 

at
 H

ar
w

el
l 

O
xf

or
d 

C
am

pu
s 

an
d 

m
ay

 im
pr

ov
e 

ru
ra

l s
er

vi
ce

 
pr

ov
is

io
n 

in
 th

e 
ar

ea
.

M
it

ig
a

ti
o

n
:

S
ite

 s
ho

ul
d 

co
ns

id
er

 th
e 

ne
ed

 fo
r 

ne
w

 o
r 

ex
pa

nd
ed

 
pr

ov
is

io
n 

fo
r 

a 
P

rim
ar

y 
S

ch
oo

l, 
S

ec
on

da
ry

 S
ch

oo
l, 

G
P

 a
nd

 L
ei

su
re

 C
en

tr
e 

to
 im

pr
ov

e 
ac

ce
ss

 to
 s

er
vi

ce
s 

an
d 

fa
ci

lit
ie

s 
at

 H
ar

w
el

l C
am

pu
s.
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11

0

A
p

p
e
n

d
ix

 1
1
: 

A
s

s
e

s
s

m
e
n

t 
o

f 
S

tr
a
te

g
ic

 S
it

e
s
 H

o
u

s
in

g
 D

e
li

v
e

ry
 U

p
d

a
te

 –
 s

it
e
s
 w

it
h

in
 o

r 
s
u

rr
o

u
n

d
e
d

 b
y
 t

h
e
 A

O
N

B
 

S
it

e
S

A
 

O
b

je
c
ti

v
e
 

9
 S

o
u

th
 W

a
n

ta
g

e
 

1
7
 E

a
s
t 

H
a
rw

e
ll
 O

x
fo

rd
 C

a
m

p
u

s
 

1
9
 N

o
rt

h
 W

e
s
t 

H
a
rw

e
ll
 O

x
fo

rd
 C

a
m

p
u

s
 

C
en

tr
e 

to
 im

pr
ov

e 
ac

ce
ss

 to
 s

er
vi

ce
s 

an
d 

fa
ci

lit
ie

s 
at

 
H

ar
w

el
l C

am
pu

s.
 

3
-

+
+

+
+

R
ed

uc
e 

th
e 

ne
ed

 to
 

tr
av

el
 a

nd
 

Im
pr

ov
e

pr
ov

is
io

ns
 

fo
r 

w
al

ki
ng

, 
cy

cl
in

g 
an

d 
pu

bl
ic

 
tr

an
sp

or
t

an
d 

re
du

ce
 

ro
ad

co
ng

es
tio

n.
   

S
ite

 is
 8

50
m

 fr
om

 W
an

ta
ge

 to
w

n 
ce

nt
re

 w
hi

ch
 is

 w
el

l-
lo

ca
te

d 
fo

r 
w

al
ki

ng
 a

nd
 c

yc
lin

g;
 h

ow
ev

er
 th

e 
si

te
 is

 in
 

a 
lo

ca
tio

n 
th

at
 h

as
 p

oo
r 

pu
bl

ic
 tr

an
sp

or
t a

cc
es

s 
to

 
em

pl
oy

m
en

t s
ite

s 
in

 S
ci

en
ce

 V
al

e 
O

xf
or

d 
an

d 
th

e 
w

id
er

 n
et

w
or

k 
is

 o
ve

r 
ca

pa
ci

ty
.  

T
he

 g
ra

di
en

t o
f t

he
 

si
te

 c
ou

ld
 a

ffe
ct

 s
af

e 
ac

ce
ss

 a
nd

 r
at

es
 o

f w
al

ki
ng

 a
nd

 
cy

cl
in

g.
  

M
it

ig
a

ti
o

n
:

S
ite

 s
ho

ul
d 

co
ns

id
er

 p
ro

vi
si

on
 o

f w
al

ki
ng

 a
nd

 c
yc

lin
g 

in
fr

as
tr

uc
tu

re
 to

 li
nk

 w
ith

 p
ub

lic
 tr

an
sp

or
t t

ha
t s

er
ve

s 
W

an
ta

ge
, G

ro
ve

 a
nd

 th
e 

re
st

 o
f S

ci
en

ce
 V

al
e.

S
ite

 is
 7

.8
km

 fr
om

 D
id

co
t t

ow
n 

ce
nt

re
 a

nd
 1

.4
km

 fr
om

 
lo

ca
l s

ho
ps

 h
ow

ev
er

 it
 is

 w
el

l-l
oc

at
ed

 to
 ta

ke
 

ad
va

nt
ag

e 
of

 p
la

nn
ed

 r
oa

d 
in

fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

 in
 S

ci
en

ce
 

V
al

e 
O

xf
or

d,
 w

ith
 g

oo
d 

ac
ce

ss
 to

 th
e 

st
ra

te
gi

c 
ro

ad
 

ne
tw

or
k 

an
d 

em
pl

oy
m

en
t s

ite
s.

  F
ur

th
er

m
or

e 
th

e 
si

te
 

w
ou

ld
 d

ire
ct

ly
 c

on
tr

ib
ut

e 
to

w
ar

ds
 th

e 
S

ci
en

ce
 V

al
e 

In
te

gr
at

ed
 T

ra
ns

po
rt

 P
ac

ka
ge

, i
nc

re
as

in
g 

ac
ce

ss
ib

ili
ty

 v
ia

 p
ub

lic
 tr

an
sp

or
t a

nd
 c

yc
lin

g 
to

 
em

pl
oy

m
en

t o
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
an

d 
to

w
n 

ce
nt

re
s 

ac
ro

ss
 

th
e 

ar
ea

.  
T

he
 s

ite
 is

 lo
ca

te
d 

al
on

g 
an

 e
xi

st
in

g 
bu

s 
co

rr
id

or
 fr

om
 D

id
co

t t
ha

t s
ho

ul
d 

be
ne

fit
 fr

om
 

ad
di

tio
na

l u
se

rs
.  

S
ite

 is
 6

.7
km

 fr
om

 D
id

co
t t

ow
n 

ce
nt

re
 a

nd
 1

.2
km

 fr
om

 
lo

ca
l s

ho
ps

.  
T

he
 s

ite
 is

 w
el

l-l
oc

at
ed

 to
 ta

ke
 

ad
va

nt
ag

e 
of

 p
la

nn
ed

 r
oa

d 
in

fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

 in
 S

ci
en

ce
 

V
al

e 
O

xf
or

d 
an

d 
ha

s 
go

od
 a

cc
es

s 
to

 H
ar

w
el

l 
C

am
pu

s,
 th

e 
st

ra
te

gi
c 

ro
ad

 n
et

w
or

k 
an

d 
D

id
co

t. 
 

F
ur

th
er

m
or

e 
th

e 
si

te
 w

ou
ld

 d
ire

ct
ly

 c
on

tr
ib

ut
e 

to
w

ar
ds

 
th

e 
S

ci
en

ce
 V

al
e 

In
te

gr
at

ed
 T

ra
ns

po
rt

 P
ac

ka
ge

, 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

 a
cc

es
si

bi
lit

y 
vi

a 
pu

bl
ic

 tr
an

sp
or

t a
nd

 
cy

cl
in

g 
to

 e
m

pl
oy

m
en

t o
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
an

d 
to

w
n 

ce
nt

re
s 

ac
ro

ss
 th

e 
ar

ea
. T

he
 s

ite
 is

 lo
ca

te
d 

al
on

g 
an

 e
xi

st
in

g 
bu

s 
co

rr
id

or
 fr

om
 D

id
co

t t
ha

t s
ho

ul
d 

be
ne

fit
 fr

om
 

ad
di

tio
na

l u
se

rs
.  

4
+

-
- 

- 

Im
pr

ov
e 

th
e 

he
al

th
 a

nd
 

w
el

l-b
ei

ng
 o

f 
V

al
e

re
si

de
nt

s.

T
he

 s
ite

 is
 w

ith
in

 w
al

ki
ng

 d
is

ta
nc

e 
of

 W
an

ta
ge

 
Le

is
ur

e 
C

en
tr

e 
(1

.1
km

) 
an

d 
is

 a
dj

ac
en

t t
o 

th
e 

ne
ar

es
t 

op
en

 s
pa

ce
.  

T
he

 n
ea

re
st

 G
P

 is
 w

ith
in

 c
yc

lin
g 

di
st

an
ce

 fr
om

 th
e 

si
te

 (
2.

3k
m

).

M
it

ig
a
ti

o
n

In
 o

rd
er

 to
 im

pr
ov

e 
he

al
th

 a
nd

 w
el

lb
ei

ng
 th

e 
si

te
 

sh
ou

ld
 c

on
si

de
r 

th
e 

ne
ed

 fo
r 

ne
w

 o
r 

ex
pa

nd
ed

 
pr

ov
is

io
n 

fo
r 

a 
G

P
 to

 im
pr

ov
e 

ac
ce

ss
 to

 th
e 

si
te

.

T
he

 s
ite

 is
 s

om
e 

w
ay

 d
is

ta
nt

 fr
om

 th
e 

ne
ar

es
t L

ei
su

re
 

C
en

tr
e 

an
d 

G
P

 (
bo

th
 7

.1
km

).
  T

he
 n

ea
re

st
 o

pe
n 

sp
ac

e 
is

 1
.4

km
 a

w
ay

, b
ey

on
d 

w
al

ki
ng

 d
is

ta
nc

e.

M
it

ig
a
ti

o
n

In
 o

rd
er

 to
 im

pr
ov

e 
he

al
th

 a
nd

 w
el

lb
ei

ng
 th

e 
si

te
 

sh
ou

ld
 c

on
si

de
r 

th
e 

ne
ed

 fo
r 

ne
w

 o
r 

ex
pa

nd
ed

 
pr

ov
is

io
n 

fo
r 

a 
G

P
, o

pe
n 

sp
ac

e 
an

d 
a 

Le
is

ur
e 

C
en

tr
e 

to
 im

pr
ov

e 
ac

ce
ss

 to
 th

e 
si

te
.

T
he

 s
ite

 is
 s

om
e 

w
ay

 d
is

ta
nt

 (
7.

8k
m

) 
fr

om
 D

id
co

t 
Le

is
ur

e 
C

en
tr

e;
 a

nd
 fr

om
 th

e 
ne

ar
es

t G
P

 (
6.

3k
m

).
  

T
he

 n
ea

re
st

 o
pe

n 
sp

ac
e 

is
 b

ey
on

d 
w

al
ki

ng
 d

is
ta

nc
e 

2.
6k

m
 fr

om
 th

e 
ne

ar
es

t o
pe

n 
sp

ac
e.

M
it

ig
a
ti

o
n

In
 o

rd
er

 to
 im

pr
ov

e 
he

al
th

 a
nd

 w
el

lb
ei

ng
 th

e 
si

te
 

sh
ou

ld
 c

on
si

de
r 

th
e 

ne
ed

 fo
r 

ne
w

 o
r 

ex
pa

nd
ed

 
pr

ov
is

io
n 

fo
r 

a 
G

P
, o

pe
n 

sp
ac

e 
an

d 
a 

Le
is

ur
e 

C
en

tr
e 

to
 im

pr
ov

e 
ac

ce
ss

 to
 th

e 
si

te
.

5
+

+
0

-
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11

1

A
p

p
e
n

d
ix

 1
1
: 

A
s

s
e

s
s

m
e
n

t 
o

f 
S

tr
a
te

g
ic

 S
it

e
s
 H

o
u

s
in

g
 D

e
li

v
e

ry
 U

p
d

a
te

 –
 s

it
e
s
 w

it
h

in
 o

r 
s
u

rr
o

u
n

d
e
d

 b
y
 t

h
e
 A

O
N

B
 

S
it

e
S

A
 

O
b

je
c
ti

v
e
 

9
 S

o
u

th
 W

a
n

ta
g

e
 

1
7
 E

a
s
t 

H
a
rw

e
ll
 O

x
fo

rd
 C

a
m

p
u

s
 

1
9
 N

o
rt

h
 W

e
s
t 

H
a
rw

e
ll
 O

x
fo

rd
 C

a
m

p
u

s
 

R
ed

uc
e

in
eq

ua
lit

y,
 

po
ve

rt
y 

an
d 

so
ci

al
ex

cl
us

io
n 

in
 

th
e 

V
al

e,
 

an
d 

ra
is

e 
ed

uc
at

io
na

l 
ac

hi
ev

em
en

t 
an

d 
sk

ill
s 

le
ve

ls
.

S
ite

 is
 w

ith
in

 w
al

ki
ng

 d
is

ta
nc

e 
(1

km
) 

of
 b

ot
h 

a 
P

rim
ar

y 
an

d 
S

ec
on

da
ry

 S
ch

oo
l. 

M
it

ig
a

ti
o

n
:

S
ite

 w
ou

ld
 in

cr
ea

se
 th

e 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 p
rim

ar
y 

an
d 

se
co

nd
ar

y 
pu

pi
ls

 in
 th

e 
ar

ea
.  

S
ite

 s
ho

ul
d 

co
ns

id
er

 
ex

is
tin

g 
su

pp
ly

 a
nd

 d
em

an
d 

of
 s

ch
oo

l p
la

ce
s 

an
d 

pr
ov

id
e 

co
nt

rib
ut

io
ns

 to
w

ar
ds

 n
ew

 o
r 

ex
pa

nd
ed

 
sc

ho
ol

 p
ro

vi
si

on
 a

cc
or

di
ng

ly
.

S
ite

 is
 w

ith
in

 w
al

ki
ng

 d
is

ta
nc

e 
(1

.1
km

) 
of

 th
e 

ne
ar

es
t 

P
rim

ar
y 

S
ch

oo
l h

ow
ev

er
 th

e 
ne

ar
es

t S
ec

on
da

ry
 

S
ch

oo
l i

s 
so

m
e 

w
ay

 d
is

ta
nt

 (
7.

1k
m

).
 

M
it

ig
a

ti
o

n
:

S
ite

 w
ou

ld
 in

cr
ea

se
 th

e 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 p
rim

ar
y 

an
d 

se
co

nd
ar

y 
pu

pi
ls

 in
 th

e 
ar

ea
.  

S
ite

 s
ho

ul
d 

co
ns

id
er

 
ex

is
tin

g 
su

pp
ly

 a
nd

 d
em

an
d 

of
 s

ch
oo

l p
la

ce
s 

an
d 

pr
ov

id
e 

co
nt

rib
ut

io
ns

 to
w

ar
ds

 n
ew

 o
r 

ex
pa

nd
ed

 
sc

ho
ol

 p
ro

vi
si

on
 a

cc
or

di
ng

ly
.

S
ite

 is
 n

ot
 w

ith
in

 w
al

ki
ng

 d
is

ta
nc

e 
of

 e
ith

er
 a

 P
rim

ar
y 

S
ch

oo
l (

2.
4k

m
) 

or
 S

ec
on

da
ry

 S
ch

oo
l (

6.
7k

m
).

M
it

ig
a

ti
o

n
:

S
ite

 w
ou

ld
 in
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ea

se
 th

e 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 p
rim

ar
y 

an
d 

se
co

nd
ar

y 
pu

pi
ls

 in
 th

e 
ar

ea
.  

S
ite

 s
ho

ul
d 

co
ns

id
er

 
ex

is
tin

g 
su

pp
ly

 a
nd

 d
em

an
d 

of
 s

ch
oo

l p
la

ce
s 

an
d 

pr
ov

id
e 

co
nt

rib
ut

io
ns

 to
w

ar
ds

 n
ew

 o
r 

ex
pa

nd
ed

 
sc

ho
ol

 p
ro

vi
si

on
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cc
or

di
ng

ly
.

6
+

+
+

+
+

+

S
up

po
rt

 a
 

st
ro

ng
 a

nd
 

su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

ec
on

om
y 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
V

al
e’

s 
to

w
ns

 
an

d 
ru

ra
l 

ar
ea

s.

S
ite

 is
 8

50
m

 fr
om

 W
an

ta
ge

 to
w

n 
ce

nt
re

 a
nd

 1
.9

km
 

fr
om

 th
e 

ne
ar

es
t e

m
pl

oy
m

en
t s

ite
 (

G
ro

ve
 R

oa
d)

.  
T

he
re

 a
re

 a
 n

um
be

r 
of

 e
m

pl
oy

m
en

t s
ite

s 
ar

ou
nd

 th
e 

W
an

ta
ge

 a
nd

 G
ro

ve
 a

re
a 

w
ith

in
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km
 o

f t
he

 s
ite

.  
G

ro
w

th
 h

er
e 

w
ou

ld
 b

en
ef

it 
S

V
U

K
 a

nd
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pr
ov

e 
th

e 
se

lf-
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ffi
ci

en
cy
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f o
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f t
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 d
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tr
ic

t’s
 M

ar
ke

t T
ow
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w
hi
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 s
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po
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s 

a 
w

id
er
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ur
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 c

at
ch

m
en

t.

S
ite
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.8
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 fr
om

 D
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n 
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ac

en
t t

o 
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m
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m
en

t s
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H

ar
w

el
l O
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or

d 
C
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pu

s)
.  

T
he

 
si
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d 
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ar
w

el
l C
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pu

s 
an

d 
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S
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e 

E
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e 
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w
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e 

w
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m
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t d
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m
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w
el

l C
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s 
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d 
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ce
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O
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at
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ns
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w
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n 

H
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w
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d 

C
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pu
s 
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d 

D
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e 
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 D
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n 
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t s
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H

ar
w
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l O
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C
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 is
 lo
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w
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l C
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s 
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d 

th
e 

S
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ce
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E
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pr
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Z
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w
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t d
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w
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S
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e 

O
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  T
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gr
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ra
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P
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e 
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 b
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w
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H
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w

el
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C
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pu
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D
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an
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e 
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y 
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e 
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h 
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 o
f t
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0
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e 
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d 
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he
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ra
l 
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t 
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g 
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T
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 c
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s 
of
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e 
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l 

en
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 c
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 c
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 m
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 d
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 s
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. T
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 s
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k 
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s 
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m
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s 
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 b
e 
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 p
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m
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n 
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w
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y.
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or
 

w
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ur
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 c
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e 
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d 
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9
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e
s
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a
m
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u

s
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re
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ed
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o
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e 
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 in
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at
io

n 
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d 
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m
ed
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tio

n 
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ra
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ay
 b

e 
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qu
ire

d 
to

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

le
ve

ls
 o

f 
co

nt
am

in
at

io
n 
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-s

ite
 to

 e
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ur
e 

th
er

e 
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 n
o 

ris
k 

to
 

gr
ou

nd
w

at
er
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ua

lit
y.

  M
iti

ga
tio

n 
m

ea
su

re
s 

m
ay

 b
e 

re
qu

ire
d 

to
 p

re
ve

nt
 a

dv
er

se
 e

ffe
ct

s 
on

 g
ro

un
dw

at
er
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8
- 

- 
- 

- 
-

P
ro

te
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e 

cu
ltu

ra
l

he
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e 
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d 

pr
ov

id
e 

a 
hi

gh
 q

ua
lit

y 
to

w
ns

ca
pe

 
an

d
la

nd
sc

ap
e.

 

T
he

 la
nd

sc
ap

e 
st

ud
y 

co
nc

lu
de

s 
th

at
 th

e 
si

te
 h

as
 lo

w
 

la
nd

sc
ap

e 
ca

pa
ci

ty
 a

nd
 n

o 
pa

rt
 o

f t
he

 s
ite

 is
 s

ui
ta

bl
e 

fo
r 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t. 

  T
he

 s
ite

 is
 s

ur
ro

un
de

d 
by

 th
e 

A
O

N
B

 to
 th

e 
so

ut
h,

 e
as

t a
nd

 w
es

t; 
an

d 
is

 w
ith

in
 it

s 
se

tti
ng

.  
T

he
 W

an
ta

ge
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

A
re

a 
is

 1
50

m
 

fr
om

 th
e 

si
te

.  
G

iv
en

 th
e 

si
te

’s
 lo

ca
tio

n 
ad

ja
ce

nt
 to

 th
e 

A
O

N
B

 a
nd

 c
lo

se
 to

 W
an

ta
ge

 C
on

se
rv

at
io

n 
A

re
a,

 th
e 

si
te

 is
 in

 a
 v

er
y 

se
ns

iti
ve

 lo
ca

tio
n 

an
d 

ha
s 

th
e 

po
te

nt
ia

l t
o 

le
ad

 to
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

t n
eg

at
iv

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
in

 
te

rm
s 

of
 la

nd
sc

ap
e 

an
d 

to
w

ns
ca

pe
.  

C
or
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P
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ie
s 
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(L
an

ds
ca

pe
),

 3
7 

(D
es

ig
n)

 a
nd

 3
8 

(H
is

to
ric

 
E

nv
iro

nm
en

t)
 w

ou
ld

 a
pp

ly
; h

ow
ev

er
 g

iv
en

 th
e 

se
ns

iti
ve

 lo
ca

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
si

te
 a

nd
 th

e 
sc

al
e 
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de
ve

lo
pm

en
t i

t i
s 

lik
el

y 
th

at
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

t r
es

id
ua

l 
ne

ga
tiv

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
w

ou
ld

 r
em

ai
n 

in
 r

el
at

io
n 

to
 th

e 
A

O
N

B
, p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 in

 r
el

at
io

n 
to

 im
po

rt
an

t v
ie

w
s,

 
na

tu
ra

l f
ea

tu
re

s,
 tr

an
qu

ill
ity

 a
nd

 n
oi

se
 a

nd
 li

gh
t 

po
llu

tio
n.

T
he

 H
is

to
ric

 L
an

ds
ca

pe
 C

ha
ra

ct
er

 o
f t

he
 s

ite
 is

19
th

 
C

en
tu

ry
 P

ra
iri

e 
ty

pe
 e

nc
lo

su
re

 fo
rm

ed
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y 
th

e 
en

cl
os

ur
e 

of
 th

e 
op

en
 fi

el
d 

sy
st

em
. 

T
he

 la
nd

sc
ap

e 
st

ud
y 

re
co

m
m

en
ds

 th
at

 th
e 

si
te

 h
as

 
lo

w
 la

nd
sc

ap
e 

ca
pa

ci
ty

 a
nd

 n
o 

pa
rt

 o
f t

he
 s

ite
 is

 
su

ita
bl

e 
fo

r 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t. 
  T

he
 s

ite
 is

 lo
ca

te
d 

w
ith

in
 

th
e 

A
O

N
B

 a
nd

 th
er

e 
is

 a
ls

o 
on

e 
Li

st
ed

 B
ui

ld
in

g 
al

on
g 

th
e 

bo
un

da
ry

 o
f t

he
 s

ite
.  
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 3
7 

(D
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ig
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E

nv
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t)
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ou
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er
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h 
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sc

al
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de
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lo
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en
t w
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e 

A
O

N
B

 a
nd

 s
ur
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un

di
ng
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st

ed
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ui
ld

in
g 

w
ou

ld
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ke
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 s

ig
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fic
an

t 
ne

ga
tiv

e 
ef

fe
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s 
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rm

s 
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 th
e 

la
nd

sc
ap

e 
an

d 
hi

st
or

ic
 

en
vi

ro
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en
t p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 in

 r
el
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io

n 
to

 im
po

rt
an

t v
ie

w
s,

 
na

tu
ra

l f
ea

tu
re

s,
 tr

an
qu

ill
ity

 a
nd

 n
oi

se
 a

nd
 li

gh
t 

po
llu

tio
n.

T
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 L
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ds
ca

pe
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ha
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 o
f t

he
 s

ite
 is

 a
n 

ar
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 o
f o

pe
n 

fie
ld

 e
nc

lo
se

d 
in

 th
e 
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th

 C
en

tu
ry

 th
at

 
ha

s 
be

en
 r

eo
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an
is

ed
 s

lig
ht

ly
 in

 m
od

er
n 

tim
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th

ro
ug

h 
ad
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tio

n 
of

 a
dd
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al
 in

te
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al
 b

ou
nd
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ie
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M
it

ig
a

ti
o

n
:

T
he

 s
ite

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 s

cr
ee

ne
d 

as
 fa

r 
as

 p
ra

ct
ic

ab
le

 in
 

T
he

 la
nd

sc
ap

e 
st

ud
y 

re
co

m
m

en
ds

 th
at

 th
e 

si
te

 is
 

m
ed

iu
m

/lo
w

 la
nd

sc
ap

e 
ca
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ci

ty
.  

T
he

 s
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th
er
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pa

rt
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 s

ite
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ss
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d 

is
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
su

ita
bl

e 
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 la
nd

sc
ap

e 
an

d 
vi
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al

 g
ro

un
ds

.  
T

he
 s

ite
 is
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ca

te
d 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
A

O
N

B
.  
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e)
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n)
 w
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ld
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pp
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 m
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 th
e 

ef
fe

ct
. 
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 b
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e
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v
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o
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h
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o

n
 

3
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o
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e

s
t 
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o
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e
y
 

2
2

S
o

u
th

C
u

m
n
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r

2
5

S
o

u
th

K
e
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n
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g
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n

 

2
8

N
o

rt
h
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e
s
t 

R
a

d
le

y
 

2
9

N
o
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h

 R
a
d
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y
 

3
6
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o

u
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W
o
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n

 

3
7
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o
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h
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o
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n

 

4
2
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o
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h
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e
s
t 

A
b
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g
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o

n
 

4
3

E
a
s
t

W
o

o
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o
n
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m
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2
+

+
+

+
+

+
+

+
+

+
+

+

E
ns

ur
e 

th
e 
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ai

la
bi

lit
y 
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 h

ig
h 
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al
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se
rv

ic
es

 a
nd

 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

in
 

th
e 

V
al

e’
s 

to
w

ns
 a

nd
 

ru
ra

l a
re

as
. 

S
ite

 is
 w

ith
in

 
w

al
ki

ng
 

di
st

an
ce

 o
f a

 
co

m
m
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ity

 
ce

nt
re

(8
00

m
);

P
rim

ar
y 

S
ch

oo
l 

(7
50

m
) 

an
d 

G
P
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0m
).

O
th

er
fa

ci
lit

ie
s 
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e 
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t c

yc
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ur
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y 
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rid

e 
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ud
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A
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ng
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n 
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w
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.6
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l 
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.4
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ur
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C
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e
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S
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da
ry
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(1
.1
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d 
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P
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ar
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S
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l 
(1
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w
ev

er
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m
e 

w
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di
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t f
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m
 

O
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d 
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ce

nt
re

.  
O

th
er
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ci
lit
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s 

ar
e 

w
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 c
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in
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a 
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 h
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l 
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l 
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 s
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ur
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ki
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P
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 s
ite

 is
 

w
ith

in
 w

al
ki

ng
 

di
st

an
ce

 o
f 

lo
ca

l s
ho

ps
 

(8
00

m
);

 a
 

vi
lla

ge
 h
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 s
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 o
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A
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w
n 
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d 
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T
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st
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C
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e 
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m

 a
w

ay
; 
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 c
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a 
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he
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 o
f 

lo
ca

l s
ho

ps
 

(7
00

m
) 

an
d 

a 
co

m
m

un
ity

 
ce

nt
re

(6
50

m
);

ho
w

ev
er

 is
 b

y 
so

m
e 
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t f
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w
n 
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 th
e 
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t 
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e 
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) 
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d 
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S
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l 
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).

  T
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s 
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 c
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o
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 W
e
s
t 

A
b
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o
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3

E
a
s
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o
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tt
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S
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).

M
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a
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:

S
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d 
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e 
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ed
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r 
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w
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d 
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n 
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r 

a 
S

ec
on

da
ry

 
S

ch
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l a
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Le
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C

en
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e
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rv
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lit
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d 
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 c
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ra
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 c
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ra
l s

er
vi

ce
 

pr
ov

is
io

n 
to

 
th
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it 
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ce
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ay
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m

ai
nt
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an
d
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g 
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ra
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d 
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tr
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to
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es
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le
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it 
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m
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ce
ss

ib
ili

ty
 

to
 s

er
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ra
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M
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ite
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ur
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im
pr

ov
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se
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ci

lit
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in

 
R

ad
le

y.

D
ev

el
op

m
en
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at

 th
is

 s
ite

 
w

ou
ld

 li
ke

ly
 

be
ne

fit
 

W
oo
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n 

vi
lla

ge
 c

en
tr
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as

 it
 is

 s
uc

h 
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sh
or

t d
is

ta
nc

e 
aw

ay
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m
ai

nt
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ni
ng

 
an

d
en

ha
nc

in
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ty

 
to

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
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ru
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l a
re

a.

M
it
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ite
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D
ev

el
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 s
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w
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n 
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t d
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t b
us

 r
id

e 
fr

om
 th
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 s

et
 o

ut
 in

 p
ol

ic
y 

or
 

de
si

gn
 g

ui
de

s.
 

W
ith

 r
eg

ar
d 

to
 th

e 
th

ird
, a

ga
in

, i
t i

s 
di

ffi
cu

lt 
to

 d
et

er
m

in
e 

w
hi

ch
 o

pt
io

n 
w

ou
ld

 im
pr

ov
e 

en
er

gy
 

ef
fic

ie
nc

y 
m

or
e 

th
an

 a
no

th
er

.  
It 

co
ul

d 
be

 th
at

 o
pt

io
ns

 B
 a

nd
 G

 a
re

 th
e 

m
os

t e
ne

rg
y 

ef
fic

ie
nt

 
as

 th
e 

sc
al

e 
of

 th
e 

ne
w

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t m
ig

ht
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 c
om

m
un

ity
 e

ne
rg

y 
sc

he
m

es
 o

r 
di

st
ric

t. 

R
e
c
o

m
m

e
n

d
a
ti

o
n

A
ll 

ne
w

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t s
ho

ul
d 

be
 g

ui
de

d 
by

 s
tr

ic
t p

ol
ic

ie
s 

on
 r

es
ou

rc
e 

ef
fic

ie
nc

y 
an

d 
em

is
si

on
s.

 

11
. I

nc
re

as
e 

re
si

lie
nc

e 
to

 
cl

im
at

e
ch

an
ge

 a
nd

 
flo

od
in

g

W
he

re
 n

ew
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

is
 p

ro
po

se
d,

 t
he

 N
at

io
na

l P
la

nn
in

g 
P

ol
ic

y 
F

ra
m

ew
or

k 
re

qu
ire

s 
th

at
 

it 
m

ak
es

 f
lo

od
in

g 
no

 w
or

se
 t

ha
n 

it
cu

rr
en

tly
 is

, t
he

re
fo

re
 in

 t
er

m
s 

of
 f

lo
od

in
g,

 t
he

re
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 
no

 e
ffe

ct
s 

ot
he

r 
th

an
 p

os
iti

ve
 fo

r 
al

l o
pt

io
ns

.  
W

ith
 r

eg
ar

d 
to

 c
lim

at
e 

ch
an

ge
 r

es
ili

en
ce

, t
hi

s 
is

 
a 

m
at

te
r 

fo
r 

de
si

gn
 a

nd
 t

he
re

fo
re

 h
as

 n
ot

 b
ee

n 
co

ns
id

er
ed

 i
n 

th
e 

ap
pr

ai
sa

l. 
It 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
no

te
d

th
at

 n
on

e 
of

 t
he

 s
tr

at
eg

ic
 s

ite
s 

pr
op

os
ed

 a
s 

pa
rt

 o
f 

LP
P

1 
as

 p
ro

po
se

d 
ar

e 
in

 f
lo

od
 

zo
ne

s 
2 

or
 3

. 

0
0

0
0

0
0

0

S
u

m
m

a
ry

 

F
or

 t
he

 a
pp

ra
is

al
 o

f 
th

e 
ho

us
in

g 
nu

m
be

rs
 a

nd
 a

re
as

 o
f 

gr
ow

th
, 

th
er

e 
is

 a
 c

le
ar

 s
et

 o
f 

tr
ad

e-
of

fs
 in

 r
eg

ar
d 

to
 s

us
ta

in
ab

ili
ty

. 
 H

ig
he

r 
ho

us
in

g 
nu

m
be

rs
 w

ou
ld

 p
ro

vi
de

 
th

e 
ho

us
in

g 
st

oc
k 

an
d 

gr
ea

te
r 

ho
us

in
g 

af
fo

rd
ab

ili
ty

 th
at

 h
av

e 
be

en
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

as
 is

su
es

 in
 th

e 
V

al
e.

  
In

 th
is

 s
en

se
, O

pt
io

ns
 B

 a
nd

 G
 p

er
fo

rm
 th

e 
be

st
 a

nd
 w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
cl

ea
r 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 p

os
iti

ve
 e

ffe
ct

s 
on

 a
 n

um
be

r 
of

 o
bj

ec
tiv

es
. 

H
ow

ev
er

, t
hi

s 
le

ve
l o

f g
ro

w
th

 is
 n

ot
 w

ith
ou

t c
on

se
qu

en
ce

s,
 n

am
el

y 
lik

el
y 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 n

eg
at

iv
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

on
 a

 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 ‘
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l’ 

is
su

es
 s

uc
h 

as
 b

io
di

ve
rs

ity
 a

nd
 n

at
ur

al
 r

es
ou

rc
e 

co
ns

um
pt

io
n 

/ 
ef

fic
ie

nc
y.

  
In

 t
hi

s 
se

ns
e 

th
er

e 
is

 n
o 

cl
ea

r 
pr

ef
er

en
ce

 f
or

 a
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 
op

tio
n.

  
H

ow
ev

er
, 

w
ith

 t
he

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 m
iti

ga
tio

n,
 s

om
e 

of
 t

he
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l e

ffe
ct

s 
m

ay
 b

e 
ab

le
 t

o 
be

 a
m

el
io

ra
te

d 
(t

he
 s

am
e 

of
 w

hi
ch

 c
an

no
t 

be
 s

ai
d 

ab
ou

t 
an

y 
re

la
tiv

e 
po

or
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
 i

n 
re

ga
rd

 t
o 

ho
us

in
g 

de
liv

er
y)

. 
 A

s 
su

ch
, 

th
os

e 
op

tio
ns

 t
ha

t 
fa

vo
ur

 h
ig

he
r 

le
ve

ls
 o

f 
ho

us
in

g 
gr

ow
th

 h
av

e 
th

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l 

to
, 

on
 b

al
an

ce
, 
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1

pe
rf

or
m

 m
or

e 
su

st
ai

na
bl

y 
th

an
 th

os
e 

at
 a

 lo
w

er
 le

ve
l o

f d
ev

el
op

m
en

t –
 th

is
 is

 s
ub

je
ct

 to
 m

or
e 

de
ta

ile
d 

ev
id

en
ce

 o
n 

tr
an

sp
or

t. 

M
it

ig
a
ti

o
n

 /
 R

e
c
o

m
m

e
n

d
a
ti

o
n

s

1)
 

R
ed

uc
in

g 
th

e 
ne

ed
 t

o 
tr

av
el

 is
 n

ot
 ju

st
 a

bo
ut

 c
on

ge
st

io
n,

 b
ut

 a
ls

o 
ab

ou
t 

co
nn

ec
tiv

ity
. 

 T
he

 L
oc

al
 P

la
n 

P
ar

t 
1 

ca
n 

m
iti

ga
te

d 
ag

ai
ns

t 
ne

ga
tiv

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
by

 p
ut

tin
g 

in
 

pl
ac

e 
po

lic
ie

s 
th

at
 fa

ci
lit

at
e 

th
e 

de
liv

er
y 

of
 h

ig
h 

sp
ee

d 
br

oa
db

an
d 

in
 r

ur
al

 a
re

as
, a

nd
 p

ro
vi

di
ng

 im
pr

ov
ed

 p
ub

lic
 tr

an
sp

or
t t

o 
ru

ra
l a

re
as

. 

2)
 

E
st

ab
lis

h 
th

e 
lin

k 
be

tw
ee

n 
ho

us
in

g 
nu

m
be

rs
 a

nd
 e

m
pl

oy
m

en
t l

an
d 

/ f
lo

or
sp

ac
e 

to
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
w

he
th

er
 h

ig
he

r 
ho

us
in

g 
nu

m
be

rs
 c

an
 b

e 
m

et
. 

3)
 

S
tr

in
ge

nt
 p

ol
ic

es
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 s
et

 o
ut

 in
 th

e 
Lo

ca
l P

la
n 

to
 e

ns
ur

e:
 

a)
 

H
ig

he
st

 le
ve

ls
 o

f w
at

er
 e

ffi
ci

en
cy

 

b)
 

N
et

 g
ai

n 
in

 b
io

di
ve

rs
ity

 –
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 ta

rg
et

in
g 

fa
rm

la
nd

 b
ird

s 

4)
 

S
tr

in
ge

nt
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l p

ol
lu

tio
n 

po
lic

es
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 s
et

 o
ut

 g
en

er
al

ly
, a

nd
 if

 th
e 

A
bi

ng
do

n 
op

tio
n 

is
 ta

ke
n 

fo
rw

ar
d,

 s
pe

ci
fic

al
ly

 fo
r 

th
e 

A
bi

ng
do

n 
si

te
. 

5)
 

A
ll 

si
te

s 
sh

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
m

iti
ga

tiv
e 

po
lic

ie
s 

se
tti

ng
 o

ut
 s

tr
in

ge
nt

 g
ui

de
lin

es
 fo

r 
po

llu
tio

n 
co

nt
ro

l a
nd

 p
ol

lu
tio

n 
m

in
im

is
at

io
n 

(e
.g

. g
re

en
 tr

av
el

 p
la

ns
).

 

6)
 

A
ll 

ne
w

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t s
ho

ul
d 

be
 g

ui
de

d 
by

 s
tr

ic
t p

ol
ic

ie
s 

on
 r

es
ou

rc
e 

ef
fic

ie
nc

y 
an

d 
em

is
si

on
s.
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A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
 1

6
: 

S
C

IE
N

C
E

 V
A

L
E

 R
IN

G
 F

E
N

C
E

 O
P

T
IO

N
S

 

A
p

p
e
n

d
ix

 1
6
 S

c
ie

n
c
e
 V

a
le

 R
in

g
 F

e
n

c
e
 O

p
ti

o
n

s
  

O
p

ti
o

n
 A

: 
S

c
ie

n
c
e
 V

a
le

 r
in

g
-f

e
n

c
e
 

O
p

ti
o

n
 B

: 
C

o
re

 A
re

a
 r

in
g

-f
e
n

c
e
 

O
p

ti
o

n
 C

: 
K

e
y
 l

o
c
a
ti

o
n

 r
in

g
-f

e
n

c
e
 

O
p

ti
o

n
 D

: 
N

o
 r

in
g

-f
e
n

c
e
 

O
p

ti
o

n
s

S
u

s
ta

in
a
b

il
it

y
 

o
b

je
c
ti

v
e
 

D
is

c
u

s
s
io

n
 o

f 
s
ig

n
if

ic
a
n

t 
e
ff

e
c
ts

(a
n

d
 d

is
c
u

s
s
io

n
 o

f 
re

la
ti

v
e
 m

e
ri

ts
 i
n

 m
o

re
 g

e
n

e
ra

l 
te

rm
s
) 

A
B

C
D

1.
 P

ro
vi

de
 

su
ffi

ci
en

t s
ui

ta
bl

e 
ho

m
es

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
af

fo
rd

ab
le

 h
om

es
.

A
 c

or
e 

ju
st

ifi
ca

tio
n 

fo
r 

th
e 

rin
g-

fe
nc

e 
is

 th
at

 h
ou

si
ng

 n
ee

ds
 to

 b
e 

de
liv

er
ed

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

al
lo

ca
tio

ns
 in

 th
e 

S
ou

th
 E

as
t V

al
e 

ar
ea

s 
to

 e
na

bl
e 

su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

de
liv

er
y 

of
 th

e 
pl

an
ne

d 
em

pl
oy

m
en

t g
ro

w
th

 w
ith

in
 S

ci
en

ce
 V

al
e 

an
d 

su
pp

or
tin

g 
in

fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

. 
E

xi
st

in
g 

co
m

m
itm

en
ts

 w
ith

in
 th

es
e 

se
ttl

em
en

ts
 (

ex
is

tin
g 

co
m

pl
et

io
ns

, p
la

nn
in

g 
pe

rm
is

si
on

s 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

de
liv

er
ab

le
 s

ite
s)

 w
ill

 
co

nt
rib

ut
e 

to
w

ar
ds

 th
e 

S
ci

en
ce

 V
al

e 
ho

us
in

g 
ta

rg
et

 a
lo

ng
si

de
 th

e 
em

er
gi

ng
 h

ou
si

ng
 a

llo
ca

tio
ns

. 

O
p

ti
o

n
 A

 r
in

g-
fe

nc
e 

co
ve

rs
 a

 la
rg

er
 a

re
a,

 th
er

ef
or

e 
if 

th
e 

pr
op

os
ed

 s
tr

at
eg

ic
 s

ite
s 

al
lo

ca
te

d 
in

 th
e 

Lo
ca

l P
la

n 
do

 n
ot

 c
om

e 
fo

rw
ar

d,
 th

er
e 

is
 li

ke
ly

 to
 b

e 
a 

gr
ea

te
r 

po
ol

 o
f c

on
tin

ge
nc

y 
si

te
s 

th
at

 m
ay

 b
e 

ab
le

 to
 b

e 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

to
 m

ak
e 

up
 th

e 
sh

or
tfa

ll 
an

d 
pr

ov
id

e 
su

ffi
ci

en
t h

om
es

 in
 th

e 
so

ut
h 

ea
st

 o
f t

he
 d

is
tr

ic
t. 

 H
ow

ev
er

, m
an

y 
of

 th
es

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l s

ite
s 

ar
e 

in
 r

ur
al

 o
r 

vi
lla

ge
lo

ca
tio

ns
 m

ea
ni

ng
 th

ey
 m

ay
 n

ot
 b

e 
ab

le
 to

 d
el

iv
er

 a
 s

ui
ta

bl
e 

m
ix

 o
f h

ou
si

ng
 ty

pe
, s

iz
e,

 te
nu

re
, a

nd
 c

os
t t

o 
su

pp
or

t t
he

 jo
b 

gr
ow

th
 a

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
w

ith
 S

ci
en

ce
 V

al
e 

O
xf

or
d.

   

O
p

ti
o

n
 B

 A
lth

ou
gh

 th
is

 o
pt

io
n 

co
ve

rs
 a

 s
m

al
le

r 
ar

ea
, t

he
 r

in
g-

fe
nc

ed
 a

re
a 

w
ou

ld
 s

til
l l

og
ic

al
ly

 r
el

at
e 

to
 th

e 
co

re
 h

om
es

 a
nd

 
jo

b 
gr

ow
th

 p
la

nn
ed

 w
ith

in
 S

ci
en

ce
 V

al
e.

  T
he

 C
ou

nc
il 

m
ay

 n
ee

d 
to

 s
ea

rc
h 

fo
r 

ad
di

tio
na

l h
ou

si
ng

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
w

ith
in

 th
e 

co
re

 a
re

a 
to

 s
up

po
rt

 th
e 

ho
m

es
 to

 jo
b 

ra
tio

 a
s 

W
an

ta
ge

 a
nd

 G
ro

ve
, b

ot
h 

co
nt

rib
ut

in
g 

a 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 p
ro

po
rt

io
n 

of
 h

ou
si

ng
 

gr
ow

th
 u

nd
er

 O
pt

io
n 

A
, w

ou
ld

 b
e 

ex
cl

ud
ed

 fr
om

 th
e 

rin
g 

fe
nc

e.
  A

s 
w

ith
 O

pt
io

n 
A

, t
hi

s 
op

tio
n 

w
ou

ld
 s

til
l c

ov
er

 a
 n

um
be

r 
of

 
po

te
nt

ia
l r

ur
al

 a
nd

 v
ill

ag
e 

co
nt

in
ge

nc
y 

si
te

s 
m

ea
ni

ng
 th

at
 it

 m
ay

 n
ot

 b
e 

ab
le

 to
 d

el
iv

er
 a

 s
ui

ta
bl

e 
m

ix
 o

f h
ou

si
ng

 ty
pe

, s
iz

e,
 

te
nu

re
, a

nd
 c

os
t t

o 
su

pp
or

t t
he

 jo
b 

gr
ow

th
 a

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
w

ith
 S

ci
en

ce
 V

al
e 

O
xf

or
d.

 

O
p

ti
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n
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 T
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tio
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 b
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 r

in
g 

fe
nc

e 
op

tio
n 

w
ou

ld
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m
it 
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e 

nu
m

be
r 

of
 c

on
tin

ge
nc

y 
si

te
s 

ab
le

 to
 c

om
e 

fo
rw

ar
d 

in
 

th
e 

ev
en

t o
f t

he
 lo
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 o

f a
 fi

ve
 y

ea
r 

su
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 w

ith
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 th
e 

rin
g 

fe
nc

e 
co

m
pa

re
d 

to
 O

pt
io

ns
 A

 a
nd

 B
.  

T
he

re
fo

re
, t

he
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 is
 a

 g
re

at
er

 
ris

k 
of

 th
e 

pl
an

 n
ot

 b
ei

ng
 a

bl
e 

to
 m

ee
t t

he
 h

ou
si

ng
 ta

rg
et

s 
in

 th
is

 a
re

a 
ev

en
 if

 th
e 

pr
es

um
pt

io
n 

in
 fa

vo
ur

 o
f s

us
ta

in
ab

le
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t i

s 
im

pl
em

en
te

d 
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e 
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 a
 la

ck
 o

f s
up

pl
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 la
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 th
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m
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ur
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n 
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ea
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of
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W
an
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ge
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 G
ro
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 p

lu
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ne
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lo

ca
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te
 H

ar
w

el
l a

nd
 M

ilt
on

 th
er
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is

 a
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re
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e 
th

at
 it

 w
ou

ld
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ab

le
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t p
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 c
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 d
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 m
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 C
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 c
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 d
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 b
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 o
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f C
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 c
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 c
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ea
).

 T
he

 fi
gu

re
s 

su
gg

es
t t

ha
t t

he
 V

al
e 

of
 W

hi
te

 H
or

se
 u

se
s 

m
or

e 
ga

s 
an

d 
el

ec
tr

ic
ity

 p
er

 c
ap

ita
 th

an
 th

e 
S

ou
th

 E
as

t a
ve

ra
ge

. T
hi

s 
is

 m
os

t p
ro

ba
bl

y 
du

e 
to

 it
s 

ru
ra

l n
at

ur
e 

an
d 

ol
de

r 
le

ss
 e

ne
rg

y 
ef

fic
ie

nt
 h

om
es

. 

-
-

+
-



S
A

 o
f t

he
 V

al
e 

of
 W

hi
te

 H
or

se
 L

oc
al

 P
la

n 
20

31
 P

ar
t 1

S
A

 R
E

P
O

R
T

: A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
 IV

 
19

9

O
p

ti
o

n
s

S
u

s
ta

in
a
b

il
it

y
 

o
b

je
c
ti

v
e
 

D
is

c
u

s
s
io

n
 o

f 
s
ig

n
if

ic
a
n

t 
e
ff

e
c
ts

(a
n

d
 d

is
c
u

s
s
io

n
 o

f 
re

la
ti

v
e
 m

e
ri

ts
 i
n

 m
o

re
 g

e
n

e
ra

l 
te

rm
s
) 

A
B

C
D

T
he

re
 a

re
 a

 n
um

be
r 

of
 r

oa
ds

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
di

st
ric

t t
ha

t s
uf

fe
r 

fr
om

 c
on

ge
st

io
n 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
th

e 
A

34
 tr

un
k 

ro
ad

. A
bi

ng
do

n-
on

-
T

ha
m

es
 a

nd
 B

ot
le

y 
ar

e 
al

so
 c

on
ge

st
ed

 in
te

rn
al

ly
 a

nd
 th

e 
ro

ad
 n

et
w

or
k 

ar
ou

nd
 S

ci
en

ce
 V

al
e 

su
ffe

rs
 fr

om
 p

ea
k 

tim
e 

co
ng

es
tio

n.
 It

 is
 im

po
rt

an
t t

he
 r

oa
d 

ne
tw

or
k 

op
er

at
es

 s
af

el
y 

an
d 

ef
fic

ie
nt

ly
 fo

r 
th

e 
ec

on
om

ic
 s

uc
ce

ss
 o

f t
he

 d
is

tr
ic

t t
o 

be
 

m
ax

im
is

ed
.

W
hi

ls
t t

he
re

 a
re

 tw
o 

ra
ilw

ay
 m

ai
n 

lin
es

 (
B

ris
to

l t
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 r
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 D
id

co
t j

us
t t

o 
th

e
ea

st
 o

f t
he

 D
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l d
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l b
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l C
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m
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ra
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 p
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 D
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ro
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APPENDIX 32: DRAFT PLAN APPRAISAL (BY SA OBJECTIVE) 

Appraisal Of Local Plan Part 1 Policies against SA Objective 1 ‘Provide sufficient suitable homes including 
affordable homes to meet assessed need.

Commentary Score

1 – Planning applications will be determined in accordance with the development plan and/or the National 
Planning Policy Framework which all conform to the ‘presumption’ – minor positive effect.

+

2 – No clear link with the objective.  This policy is a procedural policy and any future amendment to the housing 
target is uncertain at this stage.

X

3 –This policy would direct housing to the most suitable and sustainable locations, and also direct affordable 
housing to the areas of most need – minor positive effect.

+

4 – Major positive effects – plans to meet objectively assessed housing need; at appropriate locations in 
accordance with the broad spatial strategy.  Given the housing shortfall housing will be frontloaded to the 
beginning of the plan period; meeting housing need sooner.  There is also sufficient flexibility to accommodate 
additional housing through a Science Vale Area Action Plan, LPP2, Neighbourhood Plans and windfall 
development.

++

5 – Significant positive effects due to ensuring that, should allocated sites not be delivered, the plan continues to 
follow the preferred spatial strategy and delivers housing alongside employment growth.

++

6 – Neutral impact on objective. 0

7 – Minor negative as requiring supporting infrastructure would likely reduce the number of houses that are able 
to be built in comparison to requiring no infrastructure.

-

8 – The effects of the Abingdon-on-Thames and Oxford Fringe sub-area policy are largely predetermined by the 
Housing Distribution set out in Policy 3.  Therefore it is a major positive for this objective.

++

9 – Potentially major positive effects in terms of housing delivery for the student population, depending on the 
content of the masterplan.  Due to the lack of a masterplan for the site it is not possible to undertake a 
meaningful appraisal at this stage.  Policy should include a design guide or indicative list of uses that would be 
appropriate on the site.

?

10 – No clear link with the objective. X

11 – The policy highlights that residential uses could be provided on the site.  Uncertain whether or not that will 
be delivered.  Given the housing shortage highlighted in the baseline this should be strengthened.

?

12 – As a safeguarding policy it does not have an identifiable effect on this objective X

13 –The policy, informed by the Green Belt Review, allocates sites for housing in sustainable Green Belt 
locations which should help to address housing need. The new policy also proposes to release additional, non-
strategic sites from the Green Belt, where these do not contribute to the purposes of the Green Belt.  The village 
of Farmoor is now ‘inset’ to the Green Belt (following the Green Belt Review) which could lead to a minor 
increase in housing delivery.  Infilling will be permitted in principle at Shippon, South Hinksey, Wootton Old 
Village and Wytham. As well as providing flexibility over affordable housing for community needs this should 
further help to address housing need in more rural areas in the district.  Minor positive effect.

+

14 – No link with this objective – safeguarding the reservoir would enable delivery but this is dependent on the 
outcome of the examination of Thames Water’s Water Resource Management Plan 2014.

X

15 – The effects of the south east Vale sub-area policy are largely predetermined by the Housing Distribution set 
out in Policy 3.  Therefore it is a major positive for this objective.

++

16 - The revised policy adds the potential for residential development to occur on-site in the proposed mixed-use 
development.  Minor positive

+

17 - Minor positive through facilitating the ‘right location’ of housing in relation to employment. +

18 - No link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

19- No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

20 - The effects of the Western Vale sub-area policy are largely predetermined by the Housing Distribution set 
out in Policy 3.  Therefore it is a major positive for this objective.

++

21 – No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

22 – Major positive effect in terms of providing the appropriate types of homes. ++
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23 – Specifying a minimum housing density should help to deliver sufficient homes.  Major positive. ++

24 – This policy will lead to increased affordable housing provision as the new requirement would be for 40% as 
affordable housing.  Additionally the housing is required to be of a size and type which meets the requirements of 
those in need.  Sufficient flexibility remains to ensure the delivery of market housing.  Major positive effect.

++

25 – This policy would lead to the delivery of affordable housing in rural areas where there is evidence of 
demonstrable need.  Major positive.

++

26 – Policy sets out the requirements for all new homes (excluding flats above ground level) to be built to 
Lifetime Homes standards.  Policy also provides support for people with disabilities and for specialist 
accommodation to be provided in close proximity to services.

++

27 – This policy would meet the identified need of 13 new pitches in the Vale for the plan period.  Major positive. ++

28 - New employment development on unallocated sites – Neutral impact on objective. 0

29 – This policy could have a minor positive impact through allowing the change of use of employment land to 
residential, subject to conditions being met.

+

30 – Neutral impact on objective 0

31 – Neutral impact on objective 0

32 – Neutral impact on objective 0

33 – Neutral impact on objective 0

34 – No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective  X

35 – Neutral impact on objective 0

36 – Neutral impact on objective 0

37 – The previous policy approach was appraised to lead to a major positive effect in terms of providing suitable 
homes of appropriate types, designed to a high standard. The revised policy wording is considered to have 
strengthened the policy and therefore be an improvement on the already major positive effect identified through 
this policy.

++

38 – As with Policy 37 above; the policy would lead to major positive effects in terms of delivering appropriate 
types of housing in appropriate locations, designed to a high standard, on strategic and major sites.

++

39 – Neutral impact on objective 0

40 –Neutral impact on objective 0

41 –Neutral impact on objective 0

42 – No significant impacts in terms of this objective; although requirements for SuDS may impact on the level of 
housing delivery.  Additionally larger settlements that suffer from flooding (such as Abingdon, Wantage and 
Grove) may be considered the most appropriate locations for housing, however due to the sequential test 
development opportunities are constrained in these locations.  Minor negative overall.

-

43 - The requirements of this policy could have a negative impact on housing delivery through requiring a higher 
standard of housing to be constructed.  It is noted that this policy would improve the quality of housing delivered 
and make new housing more affordable in the long-term through reduced energy use.  Neutral impact on 
objective.

0

44 - “Proposals that support the economy and social well-being of the AONB and its communities, including 
affordable housing schemes, will be encouraged provided they do not conflict with the aims of conservation and 
enhancement.”  Large scale development will not be allowed however small scale development is acceptable in 
principle.  Neutral overall.

0

45 – Minor negative as requiring supporting infrastructure would likely reduce the number of houses that are able 
to be built in comparison to requiring no infrastructure.

-

46 – Neutral impact on objective. 0

Summary and Recommendations:

In terms of Major Positive Effects (i.e. significant effects) on this objective, the Local Plan Part 1 as appraised achieves a 
number of these.  Specifically, the plan would have significant positive effects on housing delivery, affordable housing, rural
housing, gypsy and traveller accommodation and design. These effects are likely to occur over the medium to long-term 
essentially due to the state of the market and would make up for the historic undersupply of housing. 

The Plan as appraised would not have any significant negative effects on this objective. 
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The policy approach should lead to positive effects in terms of housing delivery by frontloading housing delivery to the 
beginning of the plan period, and setting out a strong design policy.
Appraisal Of Local Plan Part 1 Policies against SA Objective 2 ‘Ensure the availability of high quality 
services and facilities in the Vale’s towns and rural areas.

Commentary Score

1 – Minor positive +

2 – no clear link with the objective.  This policy is a procedural policy and any future amendment to the housing 
target is uncertain at this stage.

X

3 – Major positive as housing, infrastructure and facilities would be directed to the most appropriate locations. ++

4 – Greater housing delivery overall and a greater quantum of development in rural areas is in conformity with 
the spatial strategy which seeks to allocate development in locations with the greatest ability to access existing 
community infrastructure.  The site templates highlight the role that new development will play in improving and 
enhancing community infrastructure provision across the Vale in urban and more rural areas through S106/CIL.  
Allocating sites across the district and in larger villages in rural areas will help the benefits of development to be 
shared.  Major positive effect

++

5 – In the event of the loss of a five-year housing land supply this policy would restrict development by appeal to 
key sustainable settlements in the local plan, in accordance with the settlement hierarchy.  Furthermore, as 
development would be concentrated in the key Science Vale locations it will be more likely that infrastructure 
provision from new development would be sufficiently pooled to mitigate the overall levels of growth in Science 
Vale Oxford.  Minor positive effects

+

6 – Based on the assumption that more employment land will lead to more jobs and more money in the local 
economy, this policy would result in major positive effects in terms of this objective through being able to sustain 
a greater number and variety of services.

++

7 – The policy seeks to provide the necessary infrastructure to support new development in a timely manner.  If 
the scheme is shown to be unviable, the policy shows how the Council will seek the delivery of as much of the 
infrastructure as possible, or as a last resort refuse permission if the development would be unacceptable without 
the necessary infrastructure.  Major positive.

++

8 – Development of housing and employment land in line with the settlement hierarchy will maintain and enhance 
the provision of services in the sub-area.  As detailed under Policy 3 above, the site templates identify 
contributions towards improving and enhancing the provision of community infrastructure in the most accessible 
locations.  Major positive.

++

9 – The masterplan would likely ensure the availability of appropriate facilities and services for the student 
population, however the content of the masterplan is not known at this stage.  Uncertain effect.

?

10 – Redevelopment of the Abbey and Charter areas of Abingdon would ensure the provision of high quality 
retail facilities in the area.  Minor positive.

+

11 – Redevelopment would provide new and improved facilities, shops and services, potentially making up for 
the current under provision in main and bulky food shopping trips, as highlighted in the draft Retail and Town 
Centre Study (NLP, 2012).  New uses could include additional community and leisure facilities, improving 
provision in a Local Service Centre.  Major positive.

++

12 – No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

13 –The new Green Belt policy releases sites for development within the Green Belt which should help to 
improve and enhance service provision and access to community infrastructure in these settlements which, 
under the previous policy, would miss out from the benefits of development.  The new policy also proposes to 
release additional, non-strategic sites from the Green Belt, where these do not contribute to the purposes of the 
Green Belt. Minor positive.

+

14 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

15 – Major positive – the policy sets out the allocation of housing and employment, whilst the site templates sets 
out in detail the provision of services and facilities to be provided.  The quantum of development and 
geographical spread has increased since the previous (March 2013) draft of LPP1, which should result in a 
greater number of services and facilities provided across a greater area, benefitting rural areas as well as 
existing settlements.

++

16 – It is understood that this policy would provide mainly employment land but with flexibility for complementary 
uses subject to market demand, therefore there is uncertainty at this stage over the nature of the effect, although 
given the employment focus of the policy there is likely to be no significant effect overall.  The new policy wording 
is considered to give greater support to services, community use and retail so can be considered positive; 

?
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however there is uncertainty over the balance of uses.

17 – No clear link with the objective X

18 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

19- No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

20 -  Major positive – the policy sets out the allocation of housing and employment, whilst the site templates sets 
out in detail the provision of services and facilities to be provided. The geographic spread of development should 
result in a greater number of services and facilities being provided across a greater area, benefitting rural areas 
as well as existing settlements.

++

21 – No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

22 – Neutral impact on objective 0

23 – Minimum density will be positive in order to promote accessibility to services.  Minor positive +

24 – Neutral impact on objective 0

25 – Minor positive +

26 – Policy requires accommodation to be provided in close proximity to services, increasing access for older 
people and disabled people.  Minor positive.

+

27 – Neutral impact on objective 0

28 – Neutral impact on objective 0

29 – Neutral impact on objective 0

30 – Education, skills and training deprivation in the Vale is most acute in and around the towns, in particular in 
the eastern part of the Vale.  This policy would lead to increased further and higher education provision in the 
Vale in the accessible locations listed in criteria i to iii.  This would lead to Major positive effects in terms of 
education for this objective.

++

31 – Neutral impact on objective 0

32 – This policy will provide appropriate town centre uses on an appropriate scale at appropriate locations, in line 
with the settlement hierarchy.  The largest settlements are the most suitable for the town centre uses however 
the sequential test and impact assessment requirements will allow town centre uses where need is identified that 
cause no adverse impact on nearby centres.  Major positive

++

33 – Neutral impact on objective 0

34 - No significant effects.  The policy could have a minor positive effect should congestion measures improve 
accessibility to shops and services. 

+

35 – Neutral impact on objective. 0

36 – Neutral impact on objective 0

37 –Minor positive effect as it will ensure new development can access facilities.  The revised policy wording is 
considered to strengthen the policy and also encourages provision of high quality green infrastructure and 
landscaping which can help to meet leisure needs.

+

38 –.  The design brief component of the policy requires strategic and major sites to deliver “community facilities, 
suitable infrastructure and other amenities to meet the needs of all the community, including the provision of 
education and training facilities, health care, community, leisure and recreation facilities”.  This should lead to 
major positive effects in terms of this objective.

++

39 – Neutral impact on objective 0

40 – Neutral impact on objective 0

41 – Neutral impact on objective 0

42 – Will prevent new development causing additional damage from flooding to existing properties, businesses 
and services in the larger towns of Abingdon, Wantage and Grove, plus rural areas such as Sutton Courtenay 
and Steventon that also contain many properties in Flood Zones 2 and 3.

+

43 – Neutral impact on objective 0

44 – “Proposals that support the economy and social well-being of the AONB and its communities, including 
affordable housing schemes, will be encouraged provided they do not conflict with the aims of conservation and 
enhancement”.  The provision of rural facilities is acceptable in principle (as opposed to not at all) which would 
likely lead to a minor positive effect in terms of this objective.

+
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45 – A net gain in green infrastructure would likely lead to more open space and opportunities for informal 
recreation, minor positive.

+

46 – Neutral impact on objective 0

Summary and Recommendations:

In terms of Major Positive Effects (i.e. significant effects) on this objective, the Local Plan Part 1 as appraised achieves a 
number of these.  Specifically, the plan would have significant effects on this objective through providing infrastructure, and
community facilities.  Furthermore the provision of increased and further higher education facilities should have major 
positive effects on this objective. These effects are likely to occur over the medium to long-term, essentially due to their 
dependence on delivery of housing which is dependent on not only to the market status but also through making up the 
historic undersupply of housing supply. 

The geographic spread of development should assist in terms of service provision in urban and rural areas within the 
district, ensuring that the benefits of development are shared.  With an increased population, a greater number of facilities 
and services should be able to be sustained. 

The Plan as appraised would not have any significant negative effects on this objective.
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Appraisal Of Local Plan Part 1 Policies against SA Objective 3 ‘Reduce the need to travel and Improve 
provisions for walking, cycling and public transport and reduce road congestion.  

Commentary Score

1 – Minor positive +

2 – no clear link with the objective.  This policy is a procedural policy and any future amendment to the housing 
target is uncertain at this stage.

X

3 – Development in accordance with the settlement hierarchy would result in the least distance for trips by 
locating the most housing near the best range of services and facilities.  Major positive

++

4 –The revised policy has a higher quantum of development which is focussed at accessible market towns, 
service centres and large villages.  The site templates require increased contributions towards public transport 
and an increased population should help to create the ‘critical mass’ to sustain high quality and frequent bus 
services across the Vale.  Additionally, allocated sites in the South East of the Vale are located near employment 
opportunities and will help facilitate the delivery of the Science Vale Integrated Transport Package.  Major 
positive effect.

++

5 – In the event of a loss of five-year housing land supply, the ring-fence policy would seek to ensure that the 
broad spatial strategy would be followed with growth remaining in the Science Vale area, delivering the 
infrastructure to support housing and economic growth.  Minor positive effects

+

6 – The level of development proposed would likely increase trip generation and therefore result in more car 
journeys.  The location of the sites in relation to housing sites, public transport corridors and existing urban areas 
(the settlement hierarchy) would likely reduce commuting; encourage the use of public transport, and increase 
walking and cycling rates.  The delivery of the SVUK Integrated Transport Package would also likely reduce 
congestion.  Overall minor negative effects.

-

7 – Delivery of infrastructure should reduce the need to travel by providing necessary facilities in the appropriate 
location; as well as providing transport infrastructure (including public transport, walking and cycling 
improvements and access improvements) necessary to support growth.  Major positive.

++

8 – Development in line with the settlement hierarchy would reduce the need to travel and help facilitate modal 
shift by focussing development at the most accessible locations.  This would lead to a significant positive effect, 
however the A34 at Botley and Abingdon are currently operating at near capacity, and further development could 
add extra congestion to the network.  There is growing concern over congestion on the A420, where sites are 
allocated (at Kingston Bagpuize).  Additional development could increase strain on the network locally; however 
the site templates require contributions towards bus transport which and transport mitigation which should help to 
achieve modal shift and reduce congestion.  An increase in housing in this area should contribute more towards 
this infrastructure.  Minor positive overall.

+

9 – Redevelopment could increase the total number of trips if it involves intensification of the site, which could 
lead to significant negative effects given the congestion issues currently along the A34 and the AQMA at Botley.  
Uncertainty at this stage over the impact due to the lack of a masterplan, however the masterplan should contain 
transport mitigation policies in accordance with policy 29.

?

10 – Refurbishment or redevelopment of the Abbey and Charter areas could generate additional trips and 
increase congestion.  The policy requires proposals to demonstrate how they would ‘contribute’ towards 
mitigating their transport impact although the wording could be stronger. The location is considered to be the 
most sustainable in that it is best served by public transport, and the policy requires improvements to the 
pedestrian environment, so there is potential for modal shift to occur.  Minor negative impact although through 
stronger wording this could be a neutral impact.

-

11 – As a Local Centre Botley is second in the hierarchy of settlements and as such is well connected in terms of 
public transport and host to a large resident population.  The proposals for redevelopment are therefore in a 
sustainable location and, for mixed use development, would encourage the use of sustainable transport.  The 
site would be of a proportionate scale in order to meet the day-to-day needs for local residents and is unlikely to 
generate significant additional trips and impact on the AQMA at the A34.  Additionally criterion v lists the 
requirement for a masterplan of the site to consider access, parking and pedestrian access improvements.  
Neutral effect overall.

0

12 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

13 – The new Green Belt policy allocates sites in the Green Belt in sustainable locations within easy reach of 
employment and services at Oxford and Abingdon.  These sites should help to reduce the need to travel by 
minimising commuting time and being located along existing bus routes in settlements which, under the previous 
(March 2013) policy, would have missed out from the benefits of development.  Minor positive effect.

+

14 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X
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15 – Major positive effects – the site templates both provide for significant transport upgrades and footpaths / 
cycleways as part of the Science Vale Integrated Transport Package.

++

16 –The revised policy wording does not mention the railhead which could result in the loss of a strategic location 
on the Great Western Main Line.  The remainder of the site has the potential for a mixed community including 
residential, retail, institutional or community use; which could help to reduce the need to travel by having such 
facilities in the west of Didcot along a public transport and cycling corridor. Inclusion of the proposed ‘Science 
Bridge’ has the potential to reduce congestion towards Didcot town centre.  Minor positive overall.

+

17 - Significant positive effect through mitigating the negative effects of planned growth on transport and 
congestion, delivering cycling and public transport improvements and linking planned employment to housing 
growth, reducing the need to travel.

++

18 - Minor positive as the policy ensures that the improvements necessary to deliver an effective transport 
system can be delivered.

+

19 - No significant effects. Assuming in the future that Grove Railway Station is reopened, then  this 
safeguarding policy will have enabled a positive effect by delivering sustainable transport infrastructure.  
However, this policy is a safeguarding policy and as such does not promote development at this current time.  
Neutral effect. 

0

20 – The level of growth and development in the west of the Vale and around Faringdon should help to increase 
self-containment in this part of the Vale; particularly in conjunction with Faringdon’s emerging Neighbourhood 
Plan which seeks to allocate additional employment opportunities.  The bus network along the A420 and A417 
corridors should benefit from developer contributions and an increased population which should help to reduce 
the need to travel.  Congestion is a growing concern along the A420 and development at sites along this route 
could increase congestion.  Minor positive overall.

+

21 – No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

22 – Neutral impact on objective 0

23 – Specifying a minimum density for new development (and exceeding this where public transport accessibility 
is good and would not result in adverse effects in terms of character, highway safety or neighbouring amenities) 
should reduce the need to travel and contribute to Major positive effects

++

24 – The preference for affordable housing provision is to be on-site.  There is uncertainty over the effect of off-
site provision as the location is not known; however off-site provision will only be accepted where it can be 
robustly demonstrated that on-site provision is not feasible or viable, and as such negative effects should be 
avoided. The additional affordable housing provision in the Vale should enable people to live closer to their work 
and reduce commuting, which would likely lead to minor positive effects.  

+

25 – The policy has an additional criterion that references development being in a sustainable location with good 
access to public transport, employment and local services/facilities.  This is a laudable aspiration however it is 
considered that the rural exception sites are unlikely to be in such locations. This has the potential to lead to a 
negative effect in terms of sustainable transport use; however it would be of a small scale and therefore unlikely 
to result in a significant effect.

-

26 – Policy requires accommodation to be located in close proximity to services, increasing access for older 
people and disabled people.  Minor positive.

+

27 – New sites will be located within a reasonable distance of shops, services and public transport; whilst 
ensuring safe access for vehicles and pedestrians.  Minor positive effect.

+

28 – Unallocated sites are not necessarily in the most sustainable or accessible locations.  Likely to lead to 
increased travel by road.  Major negative

- -

29 – change of use applications involve the efficient use of land; however in certain situations they could 
increase the need to travel (for example if a bus service does not run in evenings or on weekends where offices 
have been converted into residential in a business park or rural area).  Uncertain effect although this could be 
improved with reference to Policy 29 (sustainable transport).

?

30 – The additional education facilities would be prioritised in the sustainable locations listed in criteria i to iii; 
which should reduce the need to travel and encourage modal shift.  If the policy was strengthened to say that 
education facilities would only be allowed on such sites, the effective would be upgraded to a significant positive 
effect.

+

31 – The sliding scale of facilities supports the larger facilities in the larger settlements, which could reduce the 
need to travel for visitors although given the rural nature of the Vale it is likely that visitors will be travelling both 
within and outside of the Vale to visit attractions.  It is considered that criteria iii) and iv) would likely increase the 
amount of travel by car to access these facilities (due to their roadside nature), contrary to the aims of this 
objective and leading to Major negative effects.  They are however in the best location for business users and 

- -
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tourists respectively.

32 – Policy is in line with the settlement hierarchy so should reduce the need to travel by focussing town centre 
uses at the largest settlements which are best served by public transport.  Sites in the retail core that are well 
linked by foot would be given first consideration, in order to encourage sustainable travel.  Major positive.

++

33 – Major positive effect. This policy will reduce the need to travel, encourage modal shift and enable the 
delivery of key infrastructure to improve accessibility and reduce congestion, particularly given the downward 
trend for overall trip numbers in Oxfordshire.  It is noted that the level of development in the Local Plan would be 
likely to lead to additional trips, however the wider benefits of modal shift and sustainable land use would lead to 
less commuting, which is one of the biggest contributors to the overall  number of trips in the Vale.  Additionally, 
the criterion regarding ‘promoting electronic communication’ (high-speed broadband) should be extended to 
include residents as well as businesses in order to reduce the need to travel and decrease social exclusion, 
particularly in rural areas.  

++

34 - Significant positive effect in terms of reducing congestion through a partnership approach to the A34. ++

35 – Major positive effect.  The policy will encourage sustainable transport through delivering infrastructure, 
locating development close to public transport hubs, and require Transport Assessments and Travel Plans for 
major development.  The policies will also assist in reducing congestion through modal shift.

++

36 – Major positive effect.  The policy will reduce the need to travel through promoting electronic communications 
to facilitate better access to information and reduced need for face-to-face meetings.

++

37 –   The policy requires developments to be legible, permeable and well-connected to other facilities; and 
places greater emphasis on the needs of cyclists and pedestrians.  This should help to reduce the need to travel 
by promoting sustainable transport at new development sites.  Significant positive.

++

38 – As Policy 37 states above, the design policy for strategic and major sites should lead to a major positive 
effect through considering transport and accessibility from the outset.  The policy requires movement and access 
to be considered in the masterplan; and the design brief to include integration with existing settlement to 
encourage sustainable transport.  Additionally, the design brief must demonstrate a high level of accessibility and 
good connections to public transport, community facilities and local services.

++

39 – Neutral impact on objective 0

40 – Neutral impact on objective 0

41 – Neutral impact on objective 0

42 – Could lead to development occurring further away from more sustainable locations (in transport terms) such 
as existing large towns (including Abingdon, Wantage and Grove), and locations of jobs and businesses where 
they suffer from existing flooding; leading to further distance to travel and potentially encouraging car use.  Minor 
negative.

-

43 – Neutral impact on objective 0

44 – Development would be restricted in the AONB and rural areas, focussing development in more sustainable 
locations which should reduce the need to travel.  Minor positive effect

+

45 – Delivering a net gain in green infrastructure provision could be used to improve walking and cycling 
facilities, encouraging modal shift. Minor positive.

+

46 – Neutral impact on objective although it is noted that by improving conservation and biodiversity this policy 
could further encourage recreational walkers.

0

Summary and Recommendations

In terms of Major Positive Effects (i.e. significant effects) on this objective, the Local Plan Part 1 as appraised achieves a 
number of these.  Specifically, the plan would have significant effects on this objective through delivering housing through 
the settlement hierarchy and in sustainable locations.  Developments will also deliver transport infrastructure including 
footpaths, cycleways and other upgrades. These effects are likely to occur over the medium to long-term, essentially due 
to their dependence on delivery of housing which is dependent on not only to the market status but also through making up 
the historic undersupply of housing supply. 

The Plan as appraised would have a number of significant negative effects on this objective specifically; unallocated sites 
may be in unsustainable locations; the sliding scale of facilities supports larger facilities in larger settlements (such as 
employment land and tourism), therefore there may be inducement of traffic via cars to these facilities. These effects are 
likely to be long-term due to the market status but also to the prioritisation of other strategic sites. 

A further negative (though not significant) change is that Policy 13 Didcot A does not retain reference to its strategic 
position as a railhead on the Great Western Main Line, which should be retained if possible in order to use sustainable 
transport for freight.
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Recommendation:

Policy 13 – the policy should retain reference to the railhead as the site is in a strategic location on the Great Western Main
Line and has the potential to be used for rail freight which is a more sustainable mode of transport than road freight.
Appraisal Of Local Plan Part 1 Policies against SA Objective 4 ‘Improve the health and well-being of Vale 
residents.’

Commentary Score

1 – minor positive +

2 – no clear link with the objective.  This policy is a procedural policy and any future amendment to the housing 
target is uncertain at this stage.

X

3 – Minor positive through ensuring access to healthcare and leisure facilities and encouraging walking and 
cycling.

+

4 – This policy would lead to Major positive effects by creating improved living conditions, greater housing 
choice, and increased economic opportunity.  Additionally the increased quantum of development in the revised 
policy should bring forward with it a commensurate increase in health and wellbeing infrastructure, so enhancing 
the already major positive effects outlined above.

++

5 – no clear link with the objective X

6 - Increased access to employment generally has a strong positive impact on health although it must be noted 
that this depends on the type of employment and the remuneration.  Given the high-tech nature of employment 
land at Harwell Oxford Campus and Milton Park these jobs will likely be high skilled and high paid.  Depending 
on the type of businesses that locate there could be increased pollution which could potentially negatively affect 
health.  Major positive overall.

++

7 – The delivery of infrastructure should have a minor positive impact. +

8 – In accordance with Policy 3; major positive effect through increased development and, as detailed in the site 
templates, a commensurate increase in health and wellbeing infrastructure such as GP services, open space, 
recreation, leisure and encouraging active travel.  

++

9 – likely to have no effect however uncertain at this stage due to the lack of an agreed masterplan. ?

10 – The improved public realm and pedestrian facilities, in line with Policy 39 (Design) would likely remove 
opportunities for crime and anti-social activities in the Charter and Abbey areas and remove the fear of crime.
Minor positive.

+

11 – In combination with policy 37 Design and following the ‘Secured by Design’ guidance, opportunities for 
crime and anti-social behaviour should be reduced.  Minor positive impact.

+

12 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

13 – Increased policy support for recreation, leisure and outdoor sport facilities in the Green Belt is likely to have 
a minor positive effect in encouraging activity and exercise. 

+

14 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

15 – Major positive – the site templates identify the contributions towards Green Infrastructure Deficits in areas 
where these exist.  In accordance with Policy 3; major positive effect through increased development and, as 
detailed in the site templates, a commensurate increase in health and wellbeing infrastructure such as GP 
services, open space, recreation, leisure and encouraging active travel.  

++

16 – The provision of employment land makes no provision for green infrastructure or mention of crime and 
antisocial behaviour.   The site is supported for ‘institutional or community uses’ which could lead to increased 
leisure or health facilities, and therefore a minor positive effect in terms of health and wellbeing.

+

17 - Minor positive through the provision of cycling infrastructure and improving links between housing and 
employment.

+

18 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

19- No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

20 - Major positive – the site templates identify the contributions towards Green Infrastructure deficits in areas 
where these exist.  In accordance with Policy 3; major positive effect through increased development and, as 
detailed in the site templates, a commensurate increase in health and wellbeing infrastructure such as GP 
services, open space, recreation, leisure and encouraging active travel.  

++

21 – No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X
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22 – this would lead to improved health and wellbeing through providing the right mix of homes, so families will 
not be forced into living in homes that are too small or do not meet their needs.

++

23 – Neutral impact on objective 0

24 – This policy would result in minor positive effects in terms of health in terms of providing appropriate housing 
that is affordable for those in housing need.

+

25 – This would result in positive effects for those who benefit from the rural affordable housing.  Minor positive. +

26 - No link with this objective. X

27 – This policy would result in gypsies and travellers living in safe, secure sites instead of illegal sites that do 
not have planning permission.  Additionally two of the criteria reference highway safety for vehicles and 
pedestrians.  Major positive.

++

28 – Increased employment would likely lead to an improvement in health and wellbeing.  Minor positive. +

29 – This could encourage the regeneration of deprived areas; or areas where there is no demand for vacant 
properties.  Major positive effect.

++

30 – Neutral impact on objective 0

31 – Neutral impact on objective 0

32 – Neutral impact on objective 0

33 – the transport improvements identified would likely lead to improved air quality and safer roads; although 
achieving modal shift would increase the risk of injury as more people would walk and cycle in the Vale. On 
balance Neutral impact on objective

0

34 - No significant effects. Reduced congestion is likely to lead to minor positive effects in terms of air quality and 
health of residents. 

+

35 – As above 0

36 – Neutral impact on objective 0

37 – The policy seeks to promote sustainable transport and deliver green infrastructure, which should lead to 
health and wellbeing benefits.  Additionally, the criteria require development to create safe communities and 
overlook high quality public realm which should help to reduce the fear of crime.  Significant positive effect.

++

38 – As with Policy 37 above, the policy requires good design for major and strategic sites which should help to 
reduce the fear of crime, encourage physical activity and improve access to health facilities.  Additionally major 
and strategic sites will be required to contribute towards health and leisure facilities, leading to a major positive 
effect.

++

39 – Neutral impact on objective 0

40 – The incorporation of sustainable design and construction would likely lead to improved health for those who 
use the new homes and buildings as they will be more resilient to extremes in temperature.  Minor positive.

+

41 – The policy would not support development that would “unacceptably impact upon” residential amenity.  
Therefore there should be no overall effect, although there could be a minor negative effect depending on how 
“unacceptability” is defined.

0

42 – Positive effect as this policy will encourage provision of green infrastructure and SuDS. +

43 – Would lead to a higher quality of living environment for new residents of new houses.  Water and air quality 
is poor in certain areas of the Vale and this policy would lead to improved water and air quality.  Major positive 
effect.

++

44 – Minor positive – enhances landscape features which will improve air quality and maintain access to the 
countryside.

+

45 – A net gain in green infrastructure would likely improve the health and wellbeing of residents through 
providing additional open space and informal recreation opportunities; encouraging physical exercise; reducing 
stress and delivering environmental benefits such as flood attenuation and improving air quality. Green 
infrastructure should be accessible, safe and secure in order to reduce opportunities for crime and anti-social 
behaviour.  The requirement to achieve ANGSt standards for accessibility to open space and Green 
Infrastructure would result in a major positive effect in terms of health and wellbeing.

++

46 – By aiming to achieve a net gain in biodiversity and habitat recreation this policy would likely further 
encourage people to walk and visit these sites for leisure purposes, which could have a positive impact on health 
and wellbeing.  Minor positive.

+
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Summary and Recommendations

In terms of Major Positive Effects (i.e. significant effects) on this objective, the Local Plan Part 1 as appraised achieves a 
number of these.  Specifically, the plan would have significant effects on this objective through creating improved living 
conditions, greater housing choice, increased access to employment and correlating improvements to health; and a net 
gain in green infrastructure. These effects are likely to occur over the medium to long-term, essentially due to the delivery 
of housing which is dependent on not only to the market status but also through making up the historic undersupply of 
housing supply.  The policies in LPP1 are considered to lead to positive effects in terms of health and wellbeing through 
delivering appropriate levels of infrastructure to address deficiencies in the Vale. This should result in significant positive 
effects.

The Plan as appraised would not have any significant negative effects on this objective.
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Appraisal Of Local Plan Part 1 Policies against SA Objective 5 ‘Reduce inequality, poverty and social 
exclusion in the Vale, and raise educational achievement and skills levels.’

Commentary Score

1 – minor positive +

2 – no clear link with the objective.  This policy is a procedural policy and any future amendment to the housing 
target is uncertain at this stage.

X

3 – Minor positive. +

4 – This policy would lead to major positive effects through creating more mixed communities and fully meeting 
identified housing need as identified in the SHMA.  LPP2 would propose more housing developments in rural 
areas which would increase affordability for those with the greatest barriers to housing according to the IMD.  
Site templates commit to delivering additional schools or providing funding for education facilities which should 
help to improve access to education.

++

5 – Minor positive effects due to encouraging contingency sites to accord with the spatial strategy with the good 
access to community infrastructure.

+

6 – This policy would lead to additional jobs in the Vale which should lead to Major positive effects in terms of 
reducing poverty.  Educational achievement and skills would likely increase as a result of the high tech scientific 
nature of employment land proposed in the Science Vale Oxford area and Milton Park

++

7 – Provision of educational facilities could raise educational attainment by improving opportunities/facilities for 
learning. Minor positive.

+

8 –The Abingdon sub-area contains some of the most deprived areas in the Vale, particularly with regards to 
employment opportunities and the rate of JSA claimants.  Allowing small scale employment land development in 
this sub-area in combination with redevelopment of the Abbey shopping centre should lead to regeneration, 
improved employment prospects and reduced inequality in this area.  The relatively small scale of development 
means that it would only likely be minor positive effects.  Site templates commit to delivering additional schools 
or providing funding for education facilities in the wider sub-area which should help to improve access to 
education.

+

9 – The redevelopment at Harcourt Hill is highly likely to lead to improved opportunities and facilities for learning, 
leading to significant positive effects, however due to the lack of an agreed masterplan the effect is uncertain at 
this stage.

?

10 – Uncertain.  The south of Abingdon is one of the most deprived areas in the Vale so it would lead to 
regeneration in a deprived area, although the employment created would likely be low skilled retail.  Minor 
positive impact.

+

11 – minor positive through reducing social exclusion through improving community facilities +

12 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

13 – no effect 0

14 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

15 – Major positive effects – as with Policy 3, development is focussed at the market towns and larger 
settlements in the Vale (notably Didcot and Wantage in this sub-area).  This should help to regenerate the more 
deprived communities in the vale which are generally located at these locations; increasing access to community 
infrastructure and employment opportunities.    Site templates commit to delivering additional schools or 
providing funding for education facilities which should help to improve access to education in more rural areas.

++

16 – The broad support of a significant  portion of employment land at the Didcot A site should have the effects 
of diversifying the economic base and providing for more employment in the area – Major Positive

++

17 – No clear link with the objective X

18 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

19- No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

20 – Major positive – as with Policy 3, development is focussed at the market towns and larger settlements in the 
Vale (notably Faringdon in this sub-area).  This should help to regenerate the more deprived communities in the 
vale which are generally located at these locations; increasing access to community infrastructure and 
employment opportunities. Site templates commit to delivering additional schools or providing funding for 
education facilities which should help to improve access to education in more rural areas.

++

21 – No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X
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22 – This policy would lead to Major positive effects through creating more mixed communities ++

23 – Neutral impact on objective 0

24 – Providing affordable housing for those in housing need would lead to Major positive effects in terms of 
reducing inequality, poverty and social exclusion.  Major positive effect.

++

25 – According to the Indices of Multiple Deprivation information provided in the Scoping Report, the Vale’s rural 
areas are the most deprived in terms of barriers to housing and services.  The adoption of this policy would result 
in Major positive effects in terms of reduced inequality, poverty and social exclusion for those who benefit from 
moving to the new housing. People who previously could not afford to live in the area that they have grown up in 
could have the possibility to stay in such areas, maintaining social networks.

++

26 – Policy requires accommodation to be located in close proximity to services, increasing access for older 
people and disabled people.  This will help older people and disabled people from being socially excluded from 
the community.  Minor positive.

+

27 - New sites will be located within a reasonable distance of schools, shops, services and public transport, this 
should lead to Major positive effects in terms of social inclusion, reducing inequalities and raising educational 
achievement for the gypsy and traveller community.

++

28 - In the Vale the areas most deprived in terms of employment and skills are in areas on the edge of the larger 
settlements, and these areas are also those that have the highest rates of JSA claimants.  This policy would 
allow additional job creation across the Vale (including rural areas) and in turn could help to reduce inequality, 
poverty and social exclusion.    Major positive effect.

++

29 – This policy retains the flexibility for vacant properties to respond to the needs of the market, particularly in 
terms of ancillary uses to support other employment land.  This would likely benefit economic growth and lead to 
Major positive effects in terms of this objective through reducing poverty or potentially increasing access to 
community facilities and infrastructure.

++

30 – Education, skills and training deprivation in the Vale is most acute in and around the towns, in particular in 
the eastern part of the Vale.  This policy would lead to increased further and higher education provision in the 
Vale in the accessible locations listed in criteria i to iii.  In terms of providing the right skills for employers, 
criterion ii would be extremely beneficial, and would lead to Major positive effects in terms of this objective.  
Major positive.

++

31 – There is a shortage of low-skilled jobs and also jobs in rural areas; so this could help improve access to 
employment and reduce poverty and inequality.  The scale of development would likely be small scale, resulting 
in minor positive effects.

+

32 – The main town centre uses would be focussed at the most accessible locations which should help reduce 
social exclusion.  Minor positive

+

33 – This policy would decrease social exclusion and inequality through improving accessibility to facilities, 
services and employment to non-car users.  The criterion regarding ‘promoting electronic communication’ should 
be extended to include residents as well as businesses in order to reduce the need to travel and decrease social 
exclusion, particularly in rural areas

++

34 - No significant effects. The policy could have a minor positive effect should congestion measures improve 
accessibility to shops and services. 

+

35 – Significant positive effect through increasing accessibility to facilities, services and employment 
opportunities for non-car users.

++

36 – Significant positive effect through delivering improved electronic communications infrastructure that should 
help to reduce social exclusion for people in rural areas.

++

37 – This will have positive effects for new development.  Where affordable housing is built to be socially 
inclusive with good access to facilities, public transport and open space this will contribute to reducing inequality.  
Minor positive.

+

38 – The design brief component of the policy requires major and strategic sites to deliver “community facilities, 
suitable infrastructure and other amenities to meet the needs of all the community, including the provision of 
education and training facilities, health care, community, leisure and recreation facilities”.  This should improve 
access to education and help to address deprivation and barriers to services across the vale.  Significant positive 
effect.

++

39 – Neutral impact on objective 0

40 – Neutral impact on objective 0

41 – Neutral impact on objective 0



SA of the Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2031 Part 1

SA REPORT: APPENDIX V 270

42 - The rural areas in the Vale are known to suffer most from deprivation and contain the greatest numbers of 
people under 35 who are unable to own their own home.  The policy on flood risk would divert development away 
from areas that suffer flooding.  Steventon is among the most deprived settlements in the Vale (according to the 
IMD ‘overall deprivation’ map) and it also contains the greatest percentage of dwellings in Flood Zones 2 and 3.  
This policy could hinder regeneration efforts in the area although it is considered to not have a significant effect 
on the other areas.  Minor negative.

-

43 – Neutral impact on objective 0

44 – Allows for small-scale development to support social well-being.  Minor positive. +

45 – Neutral impact on objective 0

46 – Neutral impact on objective 0

Summary and Recommendations

In terms of Major Positive Effects (i.e. significant effects) on this objective, the Local Plan Part 1 as appraised achieves a 
number of these.  Specifically, the plan would have significant effects through providing a significant quantum of housing in 
mixed communities.  The plan would also provide employment land and should lead to job creation in the Vale. The 
provision of affordable housing should result in reductions in housing deprivation.  The plan in allowing additional job 
creation across the vale should address the deprivation at the edge of settlements. The plan will also address education 
and social exclusion through access to services and facilities. These effects are likely to occur over the medium to long-
term.

The plan would strengthen regeneration efforts through allocating development at a number of settlements.  Additionally, 
through seeking to meet housing need in full, the delivery of and contribution towards education facilities should help to 
increase access to education across the Vale.  The major and strategic sites coming forward through the plan will be 
required to contribute towards infrastructure provision which should improve access to education, as well as other social 
and community facilities. 

The Plan as appraised would not have any significant negative effects on this objective.
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Appraisal Of Local Plan Part 1 Policies against SA Objective 6 ‘Support a strong and sustainable economy 
within the Vale’s towns and rural areas.’

Commentary Score

1 – minor positive +

2 – no clear link with the objective.  This policy is a procedural policy and any future amendment to the housing 
target is uncertain at this stage.

X

3 – The settlement hierarchy would promote and support a strong network of towns and villages.  Minor positive. +

4 - The provision of sufficient good quality housing may encourage more skilled workers to the Vale.  In turn, this 
could help attract businesses to invest in the area, creating employment opportunities and increasing economic 
activity locally.  Allocating development at the largest settlements in the Vale should maintain and enhance their 
vitality and viability, creating a strong network of settlements, as more people will be able to contribute towards 
the local economy.  An increase in housing should also help increase affordability, with benefits in terms of 
increased disposable income to spend locally.  Major positive effects.

++

5 – Significant positive effects due to ensuring that, should allocated sites not be delivered, the plan continues to 
follow the preferred spatial strategy and delivers housing alongside employment growth.

++

6 – Major positive in terms of all of the appraisal questions/criteria.  Would also lead to additional jobs in 
Wantage, Grove and Faringdon which will benefit the rest of the Vale and its hinterland.

++

7 – Delivering the enabling infrastructure (in particular transport) that supports employment land development 
should promote economic growth.  Major positive.

++

8 – Employment land supply through allocated sites is an additional 3.2ha of land, with the potential to be higher 
through the development management process in line with the settlement hierarchy.  Minor positive due to the 
relatively small scale of allocated development.  An increase in the number of houses allocated in the sub-area 
should benefit the local economy.

+

9 – Additional students attending the University at Harcourt Hill could lead to additional spend in the local 
economy and lead to significant positive effects; however the contents of the masterplan are unknown at this 
stage.  Uncertain impact.

?

10 – This policy would improve and enhance Abingdon’s role regionally in terms of retail provision, and likely 
capture greater spend in the local economy.  Major positive benefit.

++

11 – Improved and enhanced retail provision with the potential for office and other mixed use activities would 
increase economic activity in the Botley area, contributing to economic growth in the Vale.  Given the modest 
scale of development, this would likely lead to a minor positive impact.

+

12 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. ?

13 – Revisions to the Green Belt policy should mean that the local economy of settlements in the Green Belt 
where there are strategic site allocations should benefit in terms of increased spending power.  Minor positive.

+

14 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

15 – With employment land being allocated at Monks Farm and Didcot A, this should result in major positive 
effects in terms of employment, economic growth and the connectivity with Science Vale.  An increase in the 
number of houses allocated in the sub-area should benefit the local economy.

++

16 – Major positive – this policy is broadly supportive of the site for employment use, subject to specific 
considerations.

++

17 - Significant positive – whilst not directly affecting the economy, the transport mitigation measures should 
allow significant economic growth to take place which would indirectly benefit economic growth in the district.

++

18 - Minor positive as the policy ensures that the improvements necessary to deliver an effective transport 
system can be delivered which would help maintain and improve the economic prosperity of the Science Vale 
Oxford area.

+

19- No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

20 – Major positive – the policy will deliver 3 ha of employment land and ancillary development to support the 
vitality at the Park Road site.  An increase in the number of houses allocated in the sub-area should benefit the 
local economy.

++

21 – No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

22 – Neutral impact on objective 0

23 – Minor positive – adopting a higher density could help sustain shops, services and the local economy. +
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24 – More people would be able to live near their place of work which could help sustain the provision of local 
shops and services.  Minor positive.

+

25 – Neutral impact on objective 0

26 - No link with this objective. X

27 – Neutral impact on objective 0

28 –Through adopting this more flexible approach this policy has the potential to deliver additional employment 
land and respond to changing market signals, promoting economic growth and a diverse, resilient local economy.  
Following a period where the economic activity rate in the Vale has dropped this policy should reverse the trend 
and lead to Major positive effects.

++

29 – This policy retains the flexibility for vacant properties to respond to the needs of the market, particularly in 
terms of ancillary uses to support other employment land.  This would likely benefit economic growth through 
allowing sites to adapt to market conditions and lead to Major positive effects in terms of this objective.

++

30 – Criterion ii would directly impact on this objective in terms of meeting the needs for employers, in particular 
new employers moving to the strategic employment locations.  The training provided could be of great benefit to 
businesses at Didcot A, Science Vale Oxford and the Enterprise Zone in the east of the Vale (also where 
education, skills and training deprivation is the most acute).  Major positive effects.

++

31 – Major positive in terms of capturing overnight spend in the Vale and creating jobs in the tourism industry.  ++

32 – New town centre uses would be located in the largest settlements in the Vale which would promote a strong 
network of towns and villages in the Vale.  Major positive.

++

33 – This policy would deliver the key infrastructure that underpins the delivery of employment land at strategic 
sites in the Vale, and as such would result in Major positive effects in terms of economic growth.

++

34 - No significant effects. The policy could have a minor positive effect should congestion measures improve 
accessibility to employment, shops and services. 

+

35 – The policy would reduce road congestion and also increase accessibility for non-car users to employment 
sites and town centres across the Vale.

++

36 – Improved communications infrastructure is likely to benefit business in the district, particularly in rural areas 
that currently suffer from poor access.

++

37 – The policy would lead to improved accessibility and ease of movement to town centres and employment 
areas.  Minor positive.

+

38 – See Policy 37 above.  Minor positive +

39 – The policy would constrain the number of sites that developers could construct as employment land.  Town 
centre locations that contain conservation areas and listed buildings would be limited in their development 
potential and offer fewer opportunities to deliver growth.  Minor negative.

-

40 – Neutral impact on objective 0

41 – Neutral impact on objective 0

42 – The policy would constrain the number of sites that developers can construct employment land on, although 
such land would be resilient to flooding.  Town centre locations that suffer from flooding (including Abingdon, 
Grove and Wantage) would have limited opportunities to grow and intensify economic activity.  Minor negative.

-

43 – This policy would require a higher standard of employment land development and land remediation where 
necessary.  Additionally, some PDL sites may not be developable, restricting the number of sites that 
employment land can be delivered on.  This may have a minor negative effect on economic growth.

-

44 – Minor benefit to tourism. +

45 – Neutral impact on objective 0

46 - Neutral impact on objective 0

Summary and Recommendations

In terms of Major Positive Effects (i.e. significant effects) on this objective, the Local Plan Part 1 as appraised achieves a 
number of these.  Specifically, the plan would have significant effects through; sufficient good quality houses encouraging 
more skilled workers to the Vale; provision of additional jobs in Wantage, Grove and Faringdon; delivering and enabling 
infrastructure; retaining flexibility and capturing overnight spend. These effects are likely to occur over the medium to long-
term, essentially due to their dependence on delivery of housing which is dependent on not only to the market status but 
also through making up the historic undersupply of housing supply. 
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The LPP1 policies support the economy through delivering an increased number of houses. This should increase local 
spending power (through an increased local population) and also support affordability, with benefits in terms of increased 
disposable income.  The strategic sites allow growth at a number of the larger settlements in the district, which should 
spread the benefits of growth across a wider area than was previously the case 

The Plan as appraised would not have any significant negative effects on this objective.
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Appraisal Of Local Plan Part 1 Policies against SA Objective 7 ‘Improve and protect the natural environment 
including biodiversity, water and soil quality’

Commentary Score

1 – minor positive +

2 – No clear link with the objective.  This policy is a procedural policy and any future amendment to the housing 
target is uncertain at this stage.

X

3 – Neutral impact on objective 0

4 – The policy would lead to negative effects through developing greenfield land and removing habitat, although 
this will be partly mitigated by policies for the creation of green infrastructure and delivering a net gain in 
biodiversity.  The increased water use of the new dwellings would likely lead to minor negative impacts regarding 
water quality, which is currently suffering from poor ecological status.  Site templates detail the need for 
ecological mitigation in the form of bird and bat boxes and buffer strips along watercourses to help protect their 
ecological integrity.  Biodiversity Offsetting Agreements may be necessary to mitigate the impacts of 
development and contribute towards a net gain in Green Infrastructure.  The site at North Shrivenham is within 
the vicinity of Tuckmill Meadows SSSI; however the site template states that no adverse impact would be 
allowed.  The policy is considered to have a relatively neutral effect on biodiversity overall, however 
improvements in Green Infrastructure and a net increase in habitat across the district would result in a net minor 
positive effect.

+

5 – Minor positive effect as contingency sites would be directed towards the Science Vale urban areas rather 
than rural areas across the district.

+

6 – Neutral impact on objective – the scale of development would involve a large amount of greenfield land being 
developed, which would likely lead to negative effects in terms of biodiversity and the natural environment.  
Didcot A is a large brownfield site.  Other policies in the plan would mitigate the effects through delivering a net 
gain in biodiversity and green infrastructure.

0

7 – The supporting text includes parks, allotments and natural and amenity greenspace in the definition of 
‘necessary infrastructure’.  This should increase provision, and in combination with policies 36, 37 and 38 should 
ensure a net increase in provision.  Major positive.

++

8 – There is set to be an increased quantum of development in the sub-area which would likely result in the loss 
of habitat through greenfield land being developed.  Net increase policies (e.g. policy 35) should ensure that 
there is no adverse effect and should in fact leads to an increase in biodiversity.  Minor positive.

+

9 – likely to have no effects given it is a brownfield site; however due to the lack of an agreed masterplan the 
effect is uncertain at this stage.

?

10 – no effect 0

11 – no effects 0

12 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

13 – Revisions to the Green Belt policy mean that now some Green Belt land is set to be developed into housing.  
This could lead to minor negative effects in terms of biodiversity; however net increase policies (e.g. policy 35) 
should ensure that there is no adverse effect and should in fact leads to an increase in biodiversity.  

0

14 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

15 – Minor positive effects – the site templates indicate that development must provide a ‘net gain’ in biodiversity. +

16 – Neutral effects – the site is currently used for power generation and industrial activities.  The change to 
other B class uses or complementary uses is unlikely to have a significant effect on this objective.

0

17 - The construction of new roads may disturb biodiversity and lead to habitat fragmentation, although this 
should be mitigated by green infrastructure and biodiversity policies, leading to neutral effects.

0

18 - The delivery of key transport infrastructure would likely have a minor impact in terms of this objective, 
particularly near Wantage and Harwell Oxford Campus where multiple road schemes are planned in and around 
the AONB.

-

19- No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

20 – Overall minor positive assuming policies requiring a net increase in biodiversity policies are implemented. +

21 – No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

22 – Neutral impact on objective 0

23 – Setting a minimum density and the situations where higher density will be sought encourages the +
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sustainable use of land, which will protect against additional land take that could have negative effects in terms 
of the natural environment.  Minor positive

24 – Whilst the policy specifies that on-site provision is the preferred approach, there is the potential to lead to 
minor negative effects regarding the location of off-site provision of affordable housing, although this should be 
mitigated through other policies.  Thus, a neutral effect is anticipated in terms of this objective.

0

25 – This policy would be contrary to other policies in the plan, however it would be of a small scale and 
therefore unlikely to result in a significant effect.

-

26 - No link with this objective. X

27 – The policy requires new pitches to not harm the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, areas of high 
landscape or ecological value or heritage assets, and therefore should lead to neutral effects.

0

28 – Developing unallocated sites would likely lead to additional land take and could contribute to 
defragmentation or removal of habitat (although it is noted that in rural areas the preference is to re-use existing 
buildings).  Criteria-based approach means that applications will be considered as they come forward, so 
therefore there is uncertainty at this stage over the location, scale and type of employment development on 
unallocated sites.  Minor negative.

-

29 – Neutral impact on objective, although there could be a minor effect if employment land is considered 
unsuitable due to its impact on the environment and subsequently changes use to a different use.

0

30 – Education provision would be in existing or planned areas.  There is the potential for extended/additional 
provision to impact on the natural environment, although other policies would apply to mitigate the impact.  Minor 
negative.

-

31 – could lead to minor negative effects -

32 – Neutral impact on objective 0

33 – The delivery of key infrastructure would likely have a minor impact in terms of this objective, particularly 
near Wantage and Harwell Oxford Campus where multiple road schemes are planned in and around the AONB.

-

34 - No significant effects. No clear link with the objective. X

35 – Neutral impact on objective. 0

36 – Neutral impact on objective 0

37 – The policy requires design to incorporate and/or link to high quality green infrastructure to enhance 
biodiversity.  Minor positive.

+

38 – The policy requires provision of open space and landscape in major and strategic sites; and their early 
consideration and integration into schemes.  The design brief also states that development must be integrated 
with natural environment.  Minor positive.

+

39 – Neutral impact on objective 0

40 – Some of the criteria within the Code relate to ecology and water, which could lead to minor positive effects.  
Additionally, reduced emissions could also benefit the natural environment and biodiversity.

+

41 – The wording of the policy says that applications would be supported where they do not unacceptably impact 
upon biodiversity.  Therefore there should be no negative effects.

0

42 – SuDS would improve water quality and enable the provision of green infrastructure which would improve 
biodiversity through creating new habitat and wildlife features.  Preventing flooding would protect habitats from 
damage from flooding.  Policy applies to new development not making flooding worse (in contrast to improving 
the baseline situation).  Minor positive impact from new habitat.

+

43 – This policy would protect biodiversity on PDL and aims to improve water and air quality.  Minor positive 
effect.

+

44 – This policy would protect and enhance valued landscape features which in turn will benefit both the natural 
environment and biodiversity.  Minor positive.

+

45 – This policy would result in a net gain in biodiversity and green infrastructure, leading to Major positive 
effects in terms of this objective.  It would protect and enhance natural habitats, wildlife and biodiversity; ensure 
the creation of additional habitat; prevent isolation and fragmentation of habitats and improve water quality.  
Achievement of ANGSt standards would be in-line with best practice for access to open space and Green 
Infrastructure.

++

46 – Minor positive effect.  This policy aims to achieve a net gain in biodiversity through reconnecting, restoring +



SA of the Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2031 Part 1

SA REPORT: APPENDIX V 276

Commentary Score

and recreating habitats.  The policy contains additional detail that states where trade-offs would be acceptable; 
however  it would not allow development to proceed unless damage to biodiversity can be avoided, mitigated or, 
as a last resort, compensated for.   The policy follows a hierarchy of protection that is ‘proportionate to the status 
of the habitat or species and its importance individually, and as part of a wider network’.  This is considered to 
provide slightly less protection to locally designated sites/species/habitats than under the previous policy 
approach.

Summary and Recommendations

In terms of Major Positive Effects (i.e. significant effects) on this objective, the Local Plan Part 1 as appraised achieves a 
number of these.  Specifically, the plan would have significant effects through: the provision of text naming amenity 
greenspace in the definition of ‘necessary infrastructure’; specifying that there should be ‘net gains’ in biodiversity and 
green infrastructure not only with regard to individual sites but also through connecting and restoring habitats. These 
effects are likely to occur over the medium to long-term, essentially due to their dependence on delivery of housing which 
is dependent on not only to the market status but also through making up the historic undersupply of housing supply. 

The LPP1 policies are considered to result in benefits in terms of biodiversity through providing opportunities to create new 
habitat and strategic green infrastructure linkages to re-connect habitats.  The strategic sites have detailed site templates 
which require mitigation to lead to no adverse effects and contribute to a net gain in biodiversity. 

The Plan as appraised would not have any significant negative effects on this objective.
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Appraisal Of Local Plan Part 1 Policies against SA Objective 8 ‘Protect, enhance and manage the cultural 
heritage and provide a high quality townscape and landscape.’

Commentary Score

1 – minor positive +

2 – No clear link with the objective.  This policy is a procedural policy and any future amendment to the housing 
target is uncertain at this stage.

X

3 – potential effect on townscape – uncertain effect ?

4 – The scale of development could lead to negative effect in terms of landscape, townscape and heritage 
(particularly in urban areas given the urban focus in line with the settlement hierarchy) although design policies at 
the planning application stage would likely mitigated the effect and should ensure that overall no significant 
negative effects are experienced for this objective.   This is an important consideration given the proximity of new 
development to the AONB.  Sites at North West and East Harwell Oxford Campus (in the AONB) have been 
subject to a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment that made recommendations for allocating part of the 
site, with a mitigation strategy, that would prevent significant adverse effects.  Sites at South West Faringdon, 
East of East Hanney and the reserve site at Kingston Bagpuize South are all constrained in terms of landscape 
capacity.  The decision to allocate these sites therefore has the potential to lead to negative effects in terms of 
landscape character and historic environment; although the site templates for these sites require careful design 
which, in accordance with other policies in the plan, should prevent a significant negative effect from occurring.  
Overall, minor negative effect.

-

5 – Neutral effects as the policy would help to retain the broad spatial strategy in the event sites do not come 
forward, which would help protect against development open countryside.  Uncertainty over townscape impacts 
by supporting development at urban sites in the Science Vale area.

0

6 – The scale of development proposed could potentially have a negative effect in terms of this objective.  The 
redevelopment of Didcot A would greatly improve the landscape as the visually dominating cooling towers would 
be removed.  Harwell Campus is located within the AONB however policy 34 (landscape) and policy 37 (design) 
would mitigate the effect on the landscape by seeking to integrate it into the landscape.  Overall minor positive.

+

7 – No effects. 0

8 – The site appraisal did not highlight any significant effects in terms of this objective for preferred sites in this 
sub-area.  The reserve site Kingston Bagpuize South was appraised to lead to significant negative effects; 
however the site may not be needed for housing and other policies in the plan would likely prevent the negative 
effect from being significant.  Minor negative effect.

-

9 – The site is in a prominent location on a hill in the green belt, so redevelopment would have to be sympathetic 
and sensitive to the landscape.  This should be ensured through policies 36 (Landscape) and 10 (Green Belt) 
and lead to no impact; however the effect is uncertain at this stage due to the lack of an agreed masterplan.

?

10 – The existing standard of architecture at the Charter and Abbey areas is outdated and out of keeping with 
the historic core of Abingdon.  Development in line with the adopted SPD and relevant Local Plan policies should 
ensure a higher quality townscape and more sympathetic development regarding historic assets.  Major positive 
benefit.

++

11 – The Retail and Town Centre Study (NLP, 2012) notes that the shopping environment in Botley is dated and 
relatively unattractive.  Redevelopment in accordance with the relevant Local Plan policies would likely lead to an 
improved townscape in the Botley area.  The additional criterion relating to Elms Parade would ensure no 
negative effects in terms of urban design and streetscape take place through demolishing the parade. Major 
positive effect.

++

12 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

13 – Following the Green Belt Review some Green Belt land will be released for development.  As identified by 
the Green Belt Review, the sites allocated would not result in an adverse effect in terms of landscape.  There 
would be a loss of Green Belt under the policy which could potentially be substituted by designating replacement 
land as Green Belt.

0

14 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

15 – Minor negative effects - The proposal to allocate North West and East Harwell Oxford Campus (both in the 
AONB) would likely result in a minor negative effect on the AONB in the short to medium term whilst screening 
vegetation matures.  The proposed allocations at East of East Hanney and West of Harwell are larger than 
recommended in the Landscape Capacity Study and would also likely result in minor negative effects.

-

16 – This is likely to have a positive effect with the removal of cooling towers and other industrial structures.  
Although it is likely to still remain a fairly intensive employment site so would be an improvement rather than an 
overall betterment of the area.

+
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17 - Policy promotes new road construction in and adjacent to the AONB.  There is the potential to lead to 
negative effects however other policies, notably that for landscape, sustainable transport and biodiversity, which 
should prevent significant negative effects.  Noise could potentially be a residual effect from the additional traffic 
and construction in the AONB.

-

18 – Whilst not directly building the roads, the land would be safeguarded in order to deliver them at a later date.
The key infrastructure requirements around Harwell Oxford Campus, Wantage and Didcot are in or adjacent to 
the AONB could lead to Major negative effects.  The policy seeks to “ensure that transport improvements are 
designed to minimise effects on the amenities of the surrounding area” which should mitigate the major negative 
effects; although residual minor negative effects are likely to remain

-

19- No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

20 – Minor negative effects – the proposed allocation at South West Faringdon is larger than recommended in 
the Landscape Character Study and would likely result in minor negative effect.

-

21 – No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

22 – Neutral impact on objective 0

23 – Neutral impact on objective 0

24 – Potential negative effect regarding the location of off-site provision of affordable housing, although this is 
likely to be mitigated through other policies.  Neutral impact on objective

0

25 – The policy provides additional support for designated heritage assets in allowing rural exception sites 
through not allowing proposals that would adversely affect them.  Neutral effect.

0

26 - No link with this objective. X

27 –   The policy requires new pitches to not harm the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, areas of high 
landscape or ecological value or heritage assets, and therefore should lead to neutral effects.

0

28 – There is the potential for this policy to allow development in areas of historic, cultural and landscape 
importance; however the policy would not allow development that harms the character of the area.  There is 
uncertainty over the location of the development as it will be based on applications coming forward.  Potential 
Minor negative effect.

-

29 – Neutral impact on objective 0

30 – Depending on the location extending education facilities could have negative effects in terms of townscape, 
landscape and the historic environment, although other policies would apply to mitigate the impact.  Minor 
negative effect.

-

31 – Tourism development would increase access to cultural assets.  Minor positive. +

32 – Potential impact regarding townscape, but uncertainty over whether it is positive or negative.  Could be 
made a positive with a reference to design policy.

?

33 – The key infrastructure requirements around Harwell Oxford Campus, Wantage and Didcot are in or adjacent 
to the AONB could lead to Major negative effects in both the construction and operational stages, creating noise 
and affecting views.  The policy seeks to “ensure that transport improvements are designed to minimise effects 
on the amenities of the surrounding area” which should mitigate the major negative effects; although residual 
minor negative effects are likely to remain.

-

34 - No significant effects. The policy could have a minor positive effect in terms of townscape should congestion 
measures be effective. 

+

35 – Neutral impact on objective. 0

36 – Neutral impact on objective. 0

37 – The design policy requires development to take into account its surroundings and create a high quality 
townscape and landscape and public realm.  Significant positive effect.

++

38 – As with Policy 37 above, new development at strategic and major sites is expected to improve and enhance 
the existing townscape and landscape.  By requiring early consideration of such issues into the design of major 
and strategic schemes; it should improve their design and strengthen the benefit in terms of townscape and 
landscape.  Significant positive effect.

++

39 – The policy performs strongly in terms of this objective through protecting and enhancing the historic 
environment and preventing the loss of heritage assets without compelling justification.  The policy aims to 
ensure that development has a positive contribution on assets.  Major positive effect. 

++
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40 – Historic buildings would require a ‘sensitive approach’ to sustainable design and construction which should 
safeguard the special character of such assets.  Neutral impact on objective

0

41 – The wording of the policy says that applications would be supported where they do not unacceptably impact 
upon biodiversity.  Therefore there should be no negative effects.

0

42 – Neutral impact on objective.  May have slight positive impact on landscape, assets etc. where they are in a 
floodplain; preventing new development from affecting the setting of such features.

0

43 – Neutral impact on objective 0

44 – Minor positive.  This policy would protect and enhance the landscape including the nationally designated 
AONB and also locally valued landscape features in accordance with advice contained in the AONB 
Management Plan and Oxfordshire Wildlife and Landscape Study respectively.  Development is allocated at 
North West and East Harwell Oxford Campus subject to sensitive design of the scheme, extensive mitigation and 
a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment.  The Harwell LVIA states that there will be a short to medium term 
negative effect whilst screening vegetation matures at the site.  The remainder of the AONB would continue to 
benefit from strong policy protection.

+

45 – This policy would protect and enhance existing green infrastructure, and also create new green 
infrastructure.  This would improve the townscape and also help to preserve and improve the landscape.  Major 
positive.

++

46 – Achieving a net gain in biodiversity through restoring, recreating and reconnecting habitats is likely to lead 
to Major positive effects in terms of protecting and enhancing the landscape.  The AONB contains many of the 
environmental designations so will be indirectly preserved.  Major positive effect.

++

Summary and Recommendations:

In terms of Major Positive Effects (i.e. significant effects) on this objective, the Local Plan Part 1 as appraised achieves a 
number of these.  Specifically, the plan would have significant effects through ensuring a higher quality townscape and 
more sympathetic development; an improved townscape in the Botley area; provision of green infrastructure and achieving 
a net gain in biodiversity. These effects are likely to occur over the medium to long-term, as they are (in part) dependent on 
the improvement of Botley town centre and development at Harwell Oxford Campus which are strategic schemes that will 
likely to take longer to deliver. 

The Plan has been appraised to have no significant negative effects.

Recommendation

Policy 9 – consider the need to identify replacement land as Green Belt to ensure that there is no net loss in Green Belt 
land.
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Appraisal Of Local Plan Part 1 Policies against SA Objective 9 ‘Reduce air, noise and light pollution’

Commentary Score

1 – minor positive +

2 – no clear link with the objective.  This policy is a procedural policy and any future amendment to the housing 
target is uncertain at this stage.

X

3 – Cumulatively, focussing development at the largest areas would likely lead to negative impacts, in part 
mitigated by the sustainable transport and design policies.

-

4 - Increased housing will generate increased air emissions (through road traffic, energy consumption and 
construction of developments) noise levels (through road traffic, general activity and construction) and light 
pollution (through lighting for buildings, both internal and external and car parking).  This will be in part mitigated 
through sustainable design and construction techniques.  Strategic sites that neighbour sources of noise 
pollution require noise mitigation measures in-line with the site templates.  Air quality mitigation measures are 
required by the site templates for sites to the south in close proximity to Abingdon (North Abingdon, North West 
Abingdon and North West Radley) to prevent negative effects for the AQMA.  Additionally the sites at Harwell 
Oxford Campus are both within the AONB which, after mitigation, still has the potential to lead to minor noise and 
light pollution effects.  Minor negative effect.

-

5 – The policy would likely lead to minor positive effects in terms of air, noise and light pollution as it would retain 
contingency sites in the Science Vale area ensuring that contributions towards transport infrastructure are 
maintained.

+

6 – There could be cumulative impacts relating to the scale of development proposed at Harwell Oxford Campus 
in relation to the AONB and the effect of noise on the tranquillity of the landscape, although policies 36 and 39 
would apply in order to mitigate the impact.  It is considered that a minor negative effect would remain.

-

7 – The supporting text lists infrastructure as including transport improvements and new social facilities 
(education, health, community infrastructure).  Additional development, in particular new roads, is likely to 
increase air, noise and light pollution.  Mitigated to a minor negative effect through sustainable design policies, 
landscape, natural resources and sustainable transport.

-

8 – The Abingdon and Oxford Fringe Sub Area contains two AQMAs at Abingdon and Botley.  The revised policy 
allocates an increase in housing development in this area however not at sites within immediate proximity to the 
AQMA.  The site templates require development to consider impacts on the AQMA and provide contributions 
towards public transport.  Other sustainable transport and design policies should help to mitigate the effect and 
prevent a major negative effect occurring.  Minor negative overall

-

9 - Due to the lack of an agreed masterplan the effect is uncertain at this stage. ?

10 – See policy 6 regarding Abingdon AQMA.  Minor negative. -

11 – The scale of redevelopment at Botley would be proportionate to the role and function of Botley as a Local 
Service Centre.  As such, the redevelopment would meet the day-to-day needs of local residents and should not 
generate a significant amount of trips given the sustainable location and good public transport links.  The AQMA 
along the A34 should not be affected.  No effect.

0

12 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

13 – no effect 0

14 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

15 – Minor negative effects – the contributions towards highways and the development itself are likely to 
increase traffic on the roads.  Despite the measures to encourage alternatives modes, this is likely to be a 
negative, albeit minor, effect on noise, light and air pollution.  The sites at Harwell Oxford Campus are likely to 
lead to minor residual light and noise pollution effects whilst screening vegetation matures given its sensitive 
location in the AONB.

-

16 – Neutral – the positive effects of decommissioning the power plant are countered by the potential operational 
impacts of a business park of other employment land on the site.

0

17 - The construction and use of the new roads in and adjacent to the AONB would likely lead to negative effects 
in terms of noise.  The visual impact should be mitigated through the ‘Landscape’ policy.  The policy refers to the 
requirement for ‘tranquillity’ which would prevent significant negative effects occurring, however it is likely that 
some minor residual effect would remain in comparison to the baseline of greenfield land in the AONB.

-

18 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

19- No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X
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20 – Minor negative effects – whilst there are policies that mitigated for the development’s effects, preventing a 
significant negative effect, there are likely to be residual minor negative effects.

-

21 – No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

22 – Neutral impact on objective 0

23 – Building at a higher density would likely increase concentrations of air, noise and light pollution.  Minor 
negative.

-

24 – Housing in general (affordable and market) is likely to increase air, noise and light pollution and therefore 
result in minor negative effects.  

-

25 – This policy would be contrary to other policies in the plan, however it would be of a small scale and 
therefore unlikely to result in a significant effect.

-

26 - No link with this objective. X

27 – Neutral effect on this objective 0

28 – Additional development, no matter how efficient, wills likely increase levels of air, noise and light pollution.  
The policy would not allow ‘unacceptable harm to the amenities of nearby residents and occupiers’, and would 
ensure ‘the scale, nature and appearance of the employment does not harm the character of the area’, which 
would prevent significant effects occurring – although it is considered that residual minor negative effects would 
occur.

-

29 - Neutral impact on objective, although there could be a minor effect if employment land is considered 
unsuitable due to its impact on amenity and subsequently changes use to a different use.

0

30 – As 24 above.  Intensification of existing sites could lead to negative impacts in terms of this objective.  Minor 
negative.

-

31 – Neutral impact on objective 0

32 – Minor negative effects through new development. -

33 –The key infrastructure requirements around Harwell Oxford Campus, Wantage and Didcot are in or adjacent 
to the AONB could lead to negative effects in both the construction and operational stages, creating noise and 
impacting views through light pollution.  The impacts of these schemes should require extensive mitigation in 
order to ensure that the beauty and tranquillity of the AONB is not compromised by the construction and 
improvement of roads.

-

34 - No significant effects. Reduced congestion is likely to lead to minor positive effects in terms of air quality and 
health of residents. 

+

35 – Increased public transport use and active travel should help to reduce emissions from transport and 
improve air quality.  Minor positive.

+

36 – Improved electronic communications should help to reduce the need to travel with benefits for air and noise 
quality.  Minor positive

+

37 – The design policy should contribute towards reducing people’s exposure to pollution through careful siting, 
landscaping and green infrastructure for new development.  Minor positive.

+

38 – minor positive effects for major and strategic sites (see Policy 37 above).   +

39 – Neutral impact on objective 0

40 – This policy would minimise air pollution for new development, require less artificial lighting and utilise 
increased planting to screen light pollution.  Minor positive

+

41 – Renewable energy generation would likely replace a proportion of non-renewable energy generation and 
lead to potential minor positive effects through an improvement in air quality.  There is uncertainty over the 
impact of renewable energy generation over noise although the criteria regarding landscape and residential 
amenity should ensure that there is no Major negative impact.

+

42 – Neutral impact on objective 0

43 – This policy would lead to no deterioration in air quality arising as a result from new development, and aims 
to improve air quality where possible.  Therefore a minor positive impact.

+

44 – ‘Tranquillity and the need to protect against intrusion from light pollution, noise and motion’ – minor positive 
for the landscape.

+
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Commentary Score

45 – Green infrastructure offers additional potential to improve air quality and screen light and noise pollution.  
Minor positive.

+

46 – Neutral impact on objective 0

Summary and Recommendations

The policies in LPP1 have the potential to increase air pollution within the district’s AQMAs; however mitigation measures 
should prevent this from being a major effect.  Additionally, the decision to allocate development at East Harwell Oxford 
Campus (in the AONB) would likely result in residual negative effects in terms of light and noise pollution in a tranquil area,
even after the extensive mitigation measures proposed in the site template and LVIA mitigation strategy are implemented. 

The Local Plan Part 1 is unlikely to have significant effects, either positive or negative, for this objective.



SA of the Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2031 Part 1

SA REPORT: APPENDIX V 283

Appraisal Of Local Plan Part 1 Policies against SA Objective 10 ‘Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the 
use of resources and improve resource efficiency’

Commentary Score

1 – Minor positive +

2 – no clear link with the objective.  This policy is a procedural policy and any future amendment to the housing 
target is uncertain at this stage.

X

3 – The additional development would likely lead to increased resource use and emissions. -

4 – The level of housing development proposed would lead to an increase in the total amount of greenhouse 
gas emissions, energy use, and water use.  The sustainable construction and design, renewable energy and 
natural resources policies would reduce the effect through improving the efficiency, thus resulting in a lower per 
capita rate of emissions, energy and water use.  An increase in the housing target, as per the revised policy, 
would lead to further emissions, resource use and greenfield land use.  A small number of strategic sites could 
potentially sterilise a viable mineral resource.  Minor negative effect.

-

5 – The policy would likely lead to minor positive effects in terms of emissions and the use of resources as it 
would retain contingency sites in the Science Vale area ensuring that contributions towards transport 
infrastructure are maintained.

+

6 – The level of development proposed would most likely increase emissions, waste production, water and 
energy use in the Vale.  The requirements of the sustainable design and construction policy would require non-
residential development to reach BREEAM very good status, which would reduce the impact from a significant 
negative effect to a minor negative effect.

-

7 – The additional infrastructure, through delivering new buildings and facilities, is likely to increase emissions, 
energy use and water use and also could involve developing greenfield land.  Conversely, it would also provide 
adequate infrastructure for water and sewage.  Additionally policies 30 and 33 would reduce the levels of 
resource use.  Overall a minor negative impact.

-

8 – Would lead to more resource use and emissions.  Small scale development plus mitigation through 
sustainable design and construction policies.  The site at Kingston Bagpuize East and the reserve site at 
Kingston Bagpuize South could sterilise a potentially viable mineral resource.  Minor negative effect.

-

9 - Due to the lack of an agreed masterplan the effect is uncertain at this stage. ?

10 – Redeveloping the sites in accordance with policies 30 (sustainable design) and 33 (natural resources) 
would likely reduce the resource use and emissions in comparison to the existing buildings and lead to 
significant positive effects.  It is noted that the energy involved in demolition and construction, and taking into 
account the embodied energy of the existing buildings, the significant positive effect would likely be reduced to a 
minor positive.

+

11 – Minor positive. +

12 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

13 – no effect 0

14 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

15 – Sites will need to meet requirements of Policy 30; however it is still likely to result in minor negative effects 
in regard to energy use, GHG emissions and waste production at a minimum.  The site at East Hanney could 
sterilise a potentially viable mineral resource.  Minor negative effect.

-

16 – Potentially a positive effect comparing a fossil fuel power station to employment land.  However, more 
information will be necessary before a judgement can be made. Final land use is uncertain at this stage.  
Neutral effects

0

17 - Minor negative effect - construction of a new road would likely lead to additional movements serving the 
planned new housing and employment land.  As a result of this there is likely to be increased emissions from 
transport – however, this might be mitigated through more efficient travel speeds i.e. less congestion.  
Significant negative effects are not envisaged however as a result of the improvement of public transport and 
provision of cycling facilities, and the improved links between housing and employment land which would likely 
reduce long distance commuting and reduce the need to travel.

-

18 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

19- No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X
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20 – Sites will need to meet requirements of Policy 30; however it is still likely to result in minor negative effects 
in regard to energy use, GHG emissions and waste production at a minimum. The site at South West Faringdon 
could sterilise a potentially viable mineral resource.  Minor negative effect.

-

21 – No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

22 – Neutral impact on objective 0

23 – Building at a higher density encourages the efficient use of land.  Major positive. ++

24 – The level of housing development proposed would lead to an increase in total amount of greenhouse gas 
emissions, energy use, and water use.  The sustainable construction and design, renewable energy and natural 
resources policies would reduce the effect through improving the efficiency, thus resulting in a lower per capita 
rate of emissions, energy and water use.  Minor negative effect.

-

25 – This policy would be contrary to other policies in the plan, however it would be of a small scale and 
therefore unlikely to result in a significant effect.

-

26 - No link with this objective. X

27 – Minor positive effect – by ensuring the provision of legal sites, adequate infrastructure will ensure the 
supply of water and disposal of sewage; and also maximise opportunities for recycling and waste collection.  
The policy would be more effective at ensuring the efficient use of land if it required the best quality agricultural 
land to be safeguarded.

+

28 – Additional development would likely increase emissions, resource use and waste generation.  Additional 
land take would also be required although in rural areas the preference is for the re-use of existing buildings.  
The sustainable construction and design policy would prevent significant negative effects occurring, however, as 
already stated, additional development would likely increase emissions and resource use and likely lead minor 
negative effects.

-

29 – Major positive in terms of encouraging the efficient use of land. ++

30 – As 24 – although criteria would promote the efficient use of land and sustainable transport to mitigate the 
impact.  Minor negative.

-

31 – Additional development would lead to a minor negative impact in terms of resource use. -

32 – Likely a minor negative impact through allowing additional development and increasing total emissions.  
Significant negative effects would be mitigated through the requirements of the sustainable construction and 
design policy,

-

33 – The policy seeks to improve air quality however at the same time road it also proposes the delivery of new 
and improved road infrastructure to support key sites.  Minor negative overall.

-

34 – No significant effects. Reduced congestion is likely to lead to minor positive effects in terms of air quality 
from static traffic; however reduced congestion may further encourage car use.  Neutral affect overall. 

0

35 – Improved public transport links and walking and cycling infrastructure will support modal shift, reducing 
emissions from transport.  Minor positive.

+

36 – Electronic communications infrastructure should help to reduce the need to travel in the district, with minor 
positive effects in terms of transport emissions.

+

37 – Policy has been revised to minimise energy consumption and mitigate water run-off and flood risk.  Design 
to promote sustainable transport.  Minor positive.

+

38 – The policy requires strategic sites to encourage sustainable transport and deliver open space which should 
help to reduce emissions.

+

39 – Neutral impact on objective 0

40 – This policy would lead to positive effects for new development and refurbished/retrofitted buildings.  It 
would also reduce resource use per capita in the Vale.  The Housing Standards Review will set national 
standards for sustainable design and construction, removing Code for Sustainable Homes and BREEAM (as 
required under previous iterations of the policy).  The policy approach contains a number of sustainable design 
and construction techniques that are above the national standards, so has the potential to lead to minor positive 
effects in terms of resource use and sustainable design and construction.  It should be noted that optional 
standards exist above the national standards for water use which could require development to reduce water 
use from 125 litres / person / day to 110 litres / person / day.  The Council should consider this optional 
requirement as the South East is in ‘water stress’.

+

41 – This policy would promote renewable energy generation and replace non-renewable energy, leading to 
reduced greenhouse gas emissions.  Major positive.

++
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42 – PDL may be in a flood risk zone; or utilising PDL might make flooding worse elsewhere by affecting runoff 
rates.  Minimising land use however will be positive in terms of reducing the amount of paved surfaces; although 
it is noted that the additional development proposed will contribute to the baseline situation and increase the risk 
of flooding overall, but not significantly.  Minor negative.

-

43 – This policy would lead to a positive effect for this objective by increasing the recycling of waste, reducing 
energy and water use, and reducing emissions.  With the new development proposed in the Vale total resource 
use will increase, however by adopting this policy the resource use per capita will likely decrease.  Resource 
efficiency will be improved although it will be unlikely that greenhouse gas emissions will reduce.  Therefore only 
a positive effect rather than a significant positive.  As per Policy 30 above; the policy should consider going 
‘above and beyond’ the national standards for water use in-light of the Vale’s location within the water stressed 
Thames catchment area.

+

44 – Neutral impact on objective 0

45 – Neutral impact on objective 0

46 – Neutral impact on objective 0

Summary and Recommendations

In terms of Major Positive Effects (i.e. significant effects) on this objective, the Local Plan Part 1 as appraised achieves a 
number of these.  Specifically, the plan would have significant effects through building at a higher density; using brownfield 
land where possible and the promotion of renewable energy. These effects are likely to occur over the medium to long-
term, essentially due to their dependence on delivery of housing which is dependent on not only to the market status but 
also through making up the historic undersupply of housing supply. The policies in LPP1 are considered to lead to an 
increase in the total emissions and resource use of the Vale through an increased population; however per capita use is 
likely to decrease with the policy approach of LPP1.  The design policies 37 and 37A should help reduce emissions from 
transport by encouraging sustainable transport and promoting buildings that minimise energy consumption.  Some of the 
additional sites have the potential to lead to negative effects in terms of sterilising mineral resources. 

The Plan has been appraised to not have any significant negative effects.

Recommendation:

Policy 3 – the Council should require that, for strategic sites that overlie a potentially viable mineral resource, an 
assessment is made of whether or not the mineral is viable; and, if it is viable, prior extraction of the mineral occurs before
development takes place wherever possible (subject to environmental concerns such as amenity, transport, and dust).  
This is in order to prevent the unnecessary sterilisation of a mineral resource.
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Appraisal Of Local Plan Part 1 Policies against SA Objective 11 ‘Increase resilience to climate change and 
flooding’

Commentary Score

1 – Minor positive +

2 – no clear link with the objective.  This policy is a procedural policy and any future amendment to the housing 
target is uncertain at this stage.

X

3 – Neutral impact on objective – increased flood risk of concentrating the most development in the largest towns 
(particularly Abingdon and Wantage) would be mitigated by policy 34 flood risk.

0

4 – Flood risk policy 32 would prevent any potential increase in flood risk, and green infrastructure policy 35 
could improve the situation.  New properties would be built to be resilient to extremes in climate in accordance 
with policy 30.  The vast majority of sites will require the release of greenfield land; with a small number of sites 
potentially resulting in the loss of Grade 2 Agricultural Land.  The district contains a considerable amount of the 
Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land and therefore some loss is probable.  Minor negative effect.

-

5 – Potential minor negative due to the potential to require contingency sites to come forward in urban areas that 
contain areas of flood risk.  Mitigation policies would apply preventing significant adverse effects.

-

6 – The requirements of policies 32 (flood risk) and 30 (sustainable design and construction) would lead to no 
increase in flood risk and would deliver buildings that would be more responsive to extreme variations in climate.  
Minor positive.

+

7 – Infrastructure includes green infrastructure and open space provision.  Minor positive. +

8 – Abingdon and Botley are susceptible to flooding.  Small scale development plus mitigation through Policy 32 
would lead to no effect.

0

9 - Due to the lack of an agreed masterplan the effect is uncertain at this stage. ?

10 – The Charter and Abbey Centre area contains some areas of Flood Zone 2 and 3; although any increase in 
flood risk would be prevented by the requirements of policy 32 flood risks.  There is the potential to incorporate 
SuDS which could reduce flood risk in comparison with the existing development.  Additionally policy 30 
sustainable design would improve the resilience of the buildings to extreme weather events.  Minor positive.

+

11 – As policy 7 (although no flood zones on Botley site).  Minor positive +

12 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

13 – no effect 0

14 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

15 – Wantage C (Monks Farm) and North West Harwell Oxford Campus have a flood zone running through the 
middle of the site, and there are also areas of flood zone to the north of the Valley Park site.  It is presumed that 
appropriate uses will be designated for these areas and it is unlikely to make flood risk worse to the surrounding 
areas as this is prohibited by the National Planning Policy Framework.

0

16 – No effect as the site is not located within a flood zone. 0

17 - Minor negative – the location of the new roads and improvements would result in the loss of Grade 2 
Agricultural land, however the scale of development involved would not result in a significant amount of land lost 
to development.

-

18 - No link with this objective as this is a safeguarding policy. X

19- No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

20 – The proposed sites are not within flood zones 2 or 3. X

21 – No significant effects.  No clear link with this objective (safeguarding transport land). X

22 – Neutral impact on objective 0

23 – Higher densities would likely result in a greater amount of paved surfaces in residential areas which could 
lead to a minor negative effect through increasing flood risk.

-

24 – Neutral impact on objective 0

25 – This policy would be contrary to other policies in the plan, however it would be of a small scale and 
therefore unlikely to result in a significant effect.  Development should still not be allowed to occur in the 
floodplain.

-

26 - No link with this objective. X



SA of the Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2031 Part 1

SA REPORT: APPENDIX V 287

Commentary Score

27 – There is no mention of flood risk in the criteria.  This could lead to minor negative effects, although given the 
requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework and the sequential test, any potential flood risk should 
be mitigated

0

28 – Additional development would increase the amount of land that is paved or impermeable, increasing surface 
runoff and reducing the capacity of the land to absorb water.  Minor negative.

-

29 – Efficient use of land would prevent unnecessary land take and the subsequent impact on flood risk.  Minor 
positive.

+

30 – Neutral impact on objective 0

31 – Neutral impact on objective 0

32 – Could have an effect on flood risk, but would be mitigated by flood risk policy.  Neutral impact on objective. 0

33 – Neutral impact on objective 0

34 - No significant effects. No clear link with the objective. X

35 – Neutral impact on objective. 0

36 – Neutral impact on objective 0

37 – Revised policy seeks to ensure that new development is resilient to run-off and flood risk; and is designed to 
minimise energy use.  Minor positive.

+

38 – The policy requires major and strategic sites to provide open space, landscaping and green infrastructure 
which should increase resilience to climate change in terms of adapting to extreme weather events (including 
rain and heat).  Minor positive.

+

39 – Neutral impact on objective 0

40 – The adoption of sustainable design and construction techniques would lead to buildings that are able to 
respond to extremes in temperature, and would likely reduce rates of runoff in order to reduce flood risk.  This is 
over and above the national standards as described in the Housing Standards Review.  Significant positive.

++

41 – Neutral impact on objective 0

42 – This policy would increase resilience to flood risk by requiring new development (where feasible) to 
incorporate SuDS or similar techniques.  Development would be diverted away from Flood Zones 2 or 3 and 
would only be allowed in exceptional circumstances.  New development would not be allowed to increased flood 
risk.  This policy would have Major positive benefits in terms of reducing flood risk for new development however 
it is noted that it would not greatly improve the situation for existing settlements (although SuDS and green 
infrastructure will contribute).

++

43 – Would lead to homes and buildings that can adapt to the changing climate (through natural heating and 
cooling) and have increased water efficiency which would in turn provide resilience against drier summers.  The 
policy provides additional support for areas of the Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land.  Minor positive.

+

44 – Neutral impact on objective 0

45 – The implementation of green infrastructure can increase resilience to climate change and flooding.  Major 
positive.

++

46 – Connecting biodiversity sites will increase resilience to climate change by allowing the migration of species.  
Achieving a net gain in biodiversity will lead to green infrastructure-style benefits.  Minor positive effect.

+

Summary and Recommendations

In terms of Major Positive Effects (i.e. significant effects) on this objective, the Local Plan Part 1 as appraised achieves a 
number of these.  Specifically, the plan would have significant effects through: the adoption of sustainable design 
techniques and the implementation of green infrastructure.  These effects may be felt from the short-term through to the 
longer term.  However, the greater the level of development the greater the effects will be.  A number of sites are allocated 
on the Best and Most Versatile land in the district.  The decision to allocate sites on such land will require careful 
justification.
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APPENDIX 33: CONSULTATION RESPONSES AND HOW THEY HAVE BEEN TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT 

IN THE SA REPORT 

Consultee Summary of Response 
How the response has been addressed in the SA 

Report   

Environment 
Agency 

No specific comments on the SA. N/A

Comments on the site appraisal methodology 
regarding the setting of heritage assets.   

Revised site appraisal methodology to utilise greater 
qualitative evidence and setting.  Specific detailed 
comments on sites have been included in the site 
appraisal where provided.  Mitigation measures 
suggested have been recommended in the SA.  

English 
Heritage 

Detailed comments regarding the historic 
environment for particular sites. 

Comments have been incorporated into the site 
appraisal and scores revised where necessary. 

Concern over the ability to mitigate the impacts 
of development on the AONB at East Harwell 
Oxford Campus 

The Council commissioned independent consultants to 
undertake a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
(LVIA) of all reasonable alternative site options at 
Harwell Oxford Campus; testing different growth 
quanta and testing the effectiveness of mitigation 
measures at the site.  Four reasonable growth options 
were tested through the SA evidencing the LVIA.  
Appraisal findings of this are presented in Appendix 
A4.20 of the SA Report.  The appraisal finds that a 
smaller allocation with a comprehensive mitigation 
strategy could be accommodated within the landscape. 

Concerns about the cumulative landscape 
impact of the plan and site allocations on the 
AONB.

A standalone cumulative effects section is located at 
Section 26.5 of the SA Report. 

Concern over reasoned justification for 
selecting the preferred approach and for not 
testing alternative approaches that exclude the 
AONB.

The ‘reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with’ in 
relation to site options are explained at Section 13.  
The ‘outline reasons for selecting the preferred 
approach’ are explained at Section 13.  Justification for 
development at Harwell Campus is outlined at Section 
24.

Query whether testing meeting housing need 
outside of the district has taken place. 

The approach to meeting objectively assessed housing 
need is set out at Sections 12 and 13.  The Council are 
first seeking to meet their objectively assessed housing 
need within the district and will discuss with other 
Oxfordshire authorities at a later date how to address 
any shortfall where other districts cannot meet their 
own need, in line with Policy 3a. 

Comments on particular site allocations Comments have been incorporated into the site 
appraisal and scores revised where necessary. 

Natural 
England 

Queries about particular appraisal statements, 
requesting further justification. 

Appraisal findings revised where necessary in-line with 
comments.

AONB Unit Concerns over the landscape impact of 
allocating housing at East Harwell Oxford 
Campus up to a potential 3,400 homes. 

The Council commissioned independent consultants to 
undertake a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
(LVIA) of all reasonable alternative site options at 
Harwell Oxford Campus; testing different growth 
quanta and testing the effectiveness of mitigation 
measures at the site.  Four reasonable growth options 
were tested through the SA evidencing the LVIA.  
Appraisal findings of this are presented in Appendix 
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A4.20 of the SA Report. The appraisal finds that a 
smaller allocation with a comprehensive mitigation 
strategy could be accommodated within the landscape. 

Concerns about the cumulative landscape 
impact of the plan and site allocations on the 
AONB.

A standalone cumulative effects section is located at 
Section 26.5 of the SA Report. 

Concern over reasoned justification for 
selecting the preferred approach and for not 
testing alternative approaches that exclude the 
AONB.

The ‘reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with’ in 
relation to site options are explained at Section 13.  
The ‘outline reasons for selecting the preferred 
approach’ are explained at Section 13.  Justification for 
development at Harwell Campus is outlined at Section 
24.

Query whether testing meeting housing need 
outside of the district has taken place. 

The approach to meeting objectively assessed housing 
need is set out at Section 12 to 13.  The Council are 
first seeking to meet their objectively assessed housing 
need within the district and will discuss with other 
Oxfordshire authorities at a later date how to address 
any shortfall where other districts cannot meet their 
own need, in line with Policy 3a. 

Specific comments on South Cumnor Site 
Appraisal and the need to contribute towards 
the achievement of the objectives of the 
Oxford Heights West Conservation Target 
Area.

Added to site appraisal as mitigation. The Berks, 
Bucks & 
Oxon 
Wildlife
Trust 

Highlighting the need for appropriate mitigation 
for Hackpen Hill SAC for East Challow site. 

Added to site appraisal as mitigation. 

Thames 
Water 

Comments on the water and wastewater 
capacity of sites and likely requirements for 
additional infrastructure to meet demand. 

Added to the site appraisal and mitigation measures 
where necessary. 

Concern that the SA does not adequately 
assess the setting of heritage assets. 

Revised site appraisal methodology to utilise greater 
qualitative evidence and setting.  Specific detailed 
comments on sites have been included in the site 
appraisal where provided.  Mitigation measures 
suggested have been recommended in the SA. 

Believes that heritage and landscape SA 
Objectives should not be conflated. 

The SA Framework was agreed by stakeholders and 
the statutory consultees in 2012 and has been retained 
for consistency with previous SA and Interim SA 
Reports for Local Plan Part 1.  

Recommendations for additional baseline data 
to be included in the SA Report. 

Map of designated heritage assets included in Section 
7.  Site Appraisal includes information on heritage 
assets within the site or nearby. 

Concerns about the cumulative effects of the 
plan and site allocations on heritage and 
historic assets. 

A standalone cumulative effects section is located at 
Section 26.5 of the SA Report. 

Concern over reasoned justification for 
selecting the preferred approach and for not 
considering alternatives. 

The ‘reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with’ in 
relation to site options are explained at Section 13.  
The ‘outline reasons for selecting the preferred 
approach’ are explained at Section 13.   

George
Lambrick

Suggestions for additional monitoring 
indicators 

Included in Section 31. 


