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SUBMISSION DOCUMENTSLOCAL PLAN 2031 PART 2 SUBMISSION

LOCAL PLAN 2031 PART 2 PUBLICATION VERSION

SUPPLEMENTRY PLANNING DOCUMENTS

 

The main documents submitted as part of the Submission Version of the Part 2 plan include: 
  • Schedule of Proposed Additional Modifications
  • Proposed Adopted Policies Map
  • Infrastructure Delivery Plan
  • Consultation Report (Regulation 22 Statement)
  • Local Development Scheme
There are a number of supporting documents that make up our Submission Library.  The documents are available to 
view and access on the Council website at: http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/LPP2
 
Hard copies of the Submission Version of the Part 2 plan and accompanying documents are also available for public 
inspection in the following places:
  • the Council offices, 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, Milton, OX14 4SB 
  • public libraries in Abingdon-on-Thames, Botley, Didcot, Faringdon, Grove, Kennington and Wantage   
   during normal opening hours

Vale of White Horse District Council submitted the 
Local Plan 2031 Part 2: Detailed Policies and 
Additional Sites to the Secretary of State on Friday 23 
February 2018 for independent examination.  

Following Submission of the Part 2 plan, the Secretary 
of State will appoint a Planning Inspector to carry out 
an independent Examination to assess if the Plan 
meets the Government’s requirements for Local 
Plans.  Please see our Guidance Note for further 
information.

The Inspector will take into account all representations 
received from the Publication Version of the Part 2 
plan. 

The Council has appointed a Programme Officer, Ian 
Kemp, who will work on behalf of the Inspector and 
independently of the district council. The Programme 
Officer will be in contact with relevant parties to 
provide details of the examination, when known.  
Further information and updates will be available on 
the Council website and will be included in our next 
Local Plan Update Bulletin. 

The Council is preparing Supplementary Planning 
Documents (SPDs) for Harwell Campus and Dalton 
Barracks.  The SPDs will set out a comprehensive 
development framework for both these sites in 
accordance with the Part 2 plan.  The SPDs will be a 
material consideration in assessing future planning 
applications for both sites.  They will provide more 
detailed guidance ensuring the successful compre-
hensive development of Harwell Campus and Dalton 
Barracks.  

The Council has undertaken initial engagement, 
earlier this year, with key stakeholders to inform the 
preparation of the SPDs. 

We would like to thank everyone who submitted comments during the Publicity Period to the Publication Version 
of the Part 2 plan, which took place between 11 October to 22 November 2017.  The comments submitted 
during this process are available to view and access: 

  • on the Council website at: 
   http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/LPP2
   Publicity Period Consultation Responses (October – November 2017)
  • on our online consultation database:      
   https://consult.southandvale.gov.uk/portal/

The Council has also published a Consultation Report (Regulation 22 Statement), which 
provides a summary of the responses received from previous stages of consultation on 
the Part 2 plan, and how the comments have been considered and informed the Part 2 
plan.  This Consultation Report is available to view and access on the Council website at: 
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/LPP2 
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Soundness
The inspector will also consider whether the 

Local Plan is “sound” in accordance with 

national policy and guidance. There are four 

key areas that contribute to this, including:

Has the plan been positively 

prepared?  The plan must have been prepared to 

demonstrate the number of new homes 

and jobs we need to plan for and the 

associated critical infrastructure required. 

It also needs to address how we have 

met the needs of our neighbouring 

authorities, where it is reasonable to do so 

and consistent with achieving sustainable 

development. Is the plan justified?
The plan must be based on robust and 

credible proportionate evidence. You can 

view all of the studies that we have used 

to guide us in our decision-making by 

visiting our evidence page on our website. 

The plan must also include proof that we 

have involved our communities and key 

stakeholders. The easiest way of doing 

this is to review our consultation summary 

report on our website.
Is the plan effective?

The plan should be deliverable over its 

period (by 2031) based on effective joint 

working on cross-boundary strategic 

priorities, such as unmet housing need 

and strategic road and/or rail networks. 

Is the plan consistent with national 

policy and does it enable the delivery 

of sustainable development? 

If you feel that there is a justified local 

need, which means that we should 

depart from national policy, please 

provide evidence and make it clear 

in your comments what those local 

circumstances are. 

Appearing at 
the examination

The comment form asks you to indicate whether you would like to 

participate at the oral part of the public examination. 

The inspector will decide the format of how issues are heard. However, 

if you state that you wish to participate at the oral examination, then 

you have ‘a right to be heard’. Alternatively, you may feel that your 

written representation is enough, which is perfectly acceptable and will 

carry the same weight as oral evidence. 

To find out 
more about the 

examination process, 

you can search 
for The Planning 

Inspectorate’s 
“delivering positive 

local planning” video 

on YouTube. 

How do I submit my comments?

You can submit your comments between 11 October and 

5pm on 22 November 2017 in the following ways:

Visit www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/LPP2 and follow 

the link to the online form (registration is required)

Download a form from our website and email it to 

planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Complete a form at one of our public events (see 

our website for details)
Collect a form from the council offices and local 

libraries across the district and post it back to us at: 

Planning Policy Team

Vale of White Horse District Council

135 Eastern Avenue

Milton ParkAbingdonOX14 4SB  

We hope this guidance note is helpful.  If you have any questions or require this in an alternative format, please do not 

hesitate to contact us on 01235 422600 or email planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
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What’s th
is sta

ge about? 

Thank you to everyone that responded to our previous consultation. 

Your feedback has been taken into consideration and has helped shape 

the Local Plan to get us to the point we are at now. 

This publicity stage is m
ore formal than the previous consultation on 

the Local Plan and you must respond if you wish to be involved in the 

examination. You need to provide comments on the prescribed form 

and submit it b
etween 11 October and 5pm on 22 November 2017. 

Please be advised that we cannot accept late responses, nor grant any 

extensions.

After the publicity period, we will su
bmit the plan, evidence and 

responses received (also known as representations) directly to the 

Secretary of State, who will appoint a Planning Inspector to carry out 

an independent examination. 

At this sta
ge, the planning inspector dictates the questions we must 

ask within the comment form. This is b
ecause they will need to make 

a decision on whether our Local Plan has been prepared in accordance 

with legal and procedural requirements, duty to cooperate and 

whether the plan is ”sound”. You are free to comment on any aspect 

of the plan, but to have the greatest influence it is 
recommended that 

your comments relate to these points. These are explained further on 

the right.

Legal Compliance / 

Duty to Cooperate

When considering if th
e plan meets its

 legal 

requirements, th
e inspector will consider a 

number of issu
es including:

Local Development Scheme: has the 

plan been prepared in accordance with the 

timetable set out in this document? 

Consultation: have the appropriate bodies 

been consulted and have we consulted 

in accordance with our Statement of 

Community Involvement?

National Policy and Legislation: does 

the plan comply with national policy and 

legislation?

Sustainability Appraisal: has an adequate 

Sustainability Appraisal been carried out?

Habitats Regulations Assessment: 

has an adequate Habitats Regulations 

Assessment been carried out including 

Appropriate Assessment where necessary?

Duty to Cooperate: has the plan been 

prepared in cooperation with other local 

authorities and prescribed bodies? 

All of the above documents are available on 

our website at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/

planning-policy. Y
ou will also find a series 

of topic papers which set out the processes 

undertaken and evidence considered to inform 

the sites and policies in our Local Plan. You may 

find it helpful to review these papers when 

considering your response. This includes one 

on the Duty to
 Cooperate, which summarises 

the process th
e council has followed to ensure 

the Local Plan is le
gally co

mpliant.

We have designed this guidance note to help you 

respond to the publicity period on the Vale of White 

Horse Local Plan 2031 Part 2. You can also view a 

video that explains how to comment on our website 

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/LPP2  

The plan and supporting documents 

are available to download via 

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/LPP2. Hard 

copies of the documents and comment 

forms are available at the locations 

liste
d at the end of this guidance note, 

during their usual opening hours.

This bulletin is the ninth in a series of progress updates on the Vale of White Horse District Council’s Local Plan
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Radley Neighbourhood Planning Group has submitted their draft plan to 
the Council. The publicity period closes on Wednesday 14 March 2018. 
Further details on the draft plan are available to view on the Council 
website at: http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/radley

The Council has updated the Local Development Scheme (LDS) to reflect the production and 
preparation of a number of planning policy documents, including: 
  • Didcot Garden Town Development Plan Document (DPD)
  • Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) for Dalton Barracks and Harwell Campus, and 
  • Affordable Housing SPD
The updated LDS also reflects the current status of planning policy documents, including the 
timetable and purpose of the Part 2 plan, the updated Statement of Community Involvement and 
the adoption of a Developer Contributions SPD. 

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME

We continue to support neighbourhood plan groups across the district in preparing their plan. The 
Planning Policy Team provide support for towns and parishes in preparing their vision and 
objectives and other informal guidance for preparing planning policies.

The team has recently supported Wootton and St Helen Without Neighbourhood Plan Group in 
facilitating engagement with younger people during the initial stages of preparing their 
neighbourhood plan. 
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