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4.62 Given local water quality issues, further development will also be dependent on 
the status of water bodies, and this will be considered through monitoring 
undertaken by the Environment Agency through the relevant River Basin 
Management Plan and annual monitoring information which will be reported 
through the council’s annual monitoring. In the event that this indicates that the 
status of the borough’s water bodies is likely to deteriorate in band status, 
development proposals in affected areas will have to demonstrate that they 
would not exacerbate deterioration in the relevant catchment. The council will 
work in partnership with the Environment Agency, the water companies and 
other relevant parties to identify the means of reversing the deterioration through 
appropriate intervention mechanisms prior to the release of any further allocated 
sites or granting of planning permissions.  

Implementation and Monitoring 

The policy will be implemented by: 

 ensuring that there is a supportive approach to development on appropriate
urban sites

 the determination of planning applications on relevant sites.

The policy will be monitored by: 

 annual monitoring of housing completions and the preparation of a housing
trajectory to set out how the borough will provide a five year supply of housing
sites

 annual monitoring of water quality by the Environment Agency.

Policy SS5 – Neighbourhood Planning 

The council will support parish/town council and other representatives from local 
communities in non-parished areas, through the Neighbourhood Planning process. 

In the settlements listed below, it will be necessary to identify sites/opportunities to 
meet the following levels of development, generally in and around defined Settlement 
Policy Boundaries: 

a) Bramley – at least 200 homes
b) Kingsclere – at least 50 homes
c) Oakley – at least 150 homes
d) Overton – at least 150 homes
e) Whitchurch – at least 200 homes
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A further 150 homes will need to be identified in areas outside of those listed above 
and it will be necessary to identify sites/opportunities to deliver at least 10 homes within 
and adjacent to each of the settlements with defined Settlement Policy Boundaries7. 
 
The council will support the relevant parish/town council and other representatives from 
local communities to identify the most appropriate means of meeting this requirement, 
through Neighbourhood Planning, rural exceptions schemes, or a review of Settlement 
Policy Boundaries.  
 
The delivery of housing which meets the requirements of this policy will be monitored 
annually by the council to ensure the housing requirement is met and the council 
reserves the right to identify opportunities to address any shortfall through the DPD 
process. For the five named settlements, if a neighbourhood plan/neighbourhood 
development order (Regulation 16) has not been submitted by April 2017, the council 
will consider the need to allocate additional sites.  

 
4.63 The council strongly supports the principle of Neighbourhood Planning, which 

includes the development of Neighbourhood Plans and Neighbourhood 
Development Orders, including Community Right to Build Orders. 
Neighbourhood planning offers local communities the opportunity to come 
together and agree on joint aspirations for their area, and consequently guide 
future development decisions. A number of local guides have been developed 
by the council to assist local communities through this process, including the 
Neighbourhood Planning Protocol (2013).   

4.64 The council continues to support the preparation of Neighbourhood Plans across 
the borough, and 13 neighbourhood areas have been designated in the borough 
at time of publication. This includes parished areas where development levels 
have been set by the above policy. The council will work with these local 
communities to identify the most appropriate means of delivering the identified 
levels of development. The council will also support the development of suitable 
Neighbourhood Development Orders and Community Right to Build Orders 
which relate to a specific area of land.   

4.65 Each of the policies in the Local Plan are strategic in nature and therefore all 
Neighbourhood Plans need to be in conformity with them, unless there is an 
agreed and significant local justification for an amended approach. 

4.66 At least 750 homes will be delivered at the five named settlements through this 
policy, reflecting the size, characteristics, needs and sustainability credentials of 
these settlements. An additional 150 homes are expected to be delivered 
through Neighbourhood Planning across the remainder of the borough, outside 
of those settlements listed in the policy, Basingstoke Town and Tadley. At least 
ten homes will be delivered primarily within or adjacent to settlements with 
defined Settlement Policy Boundaries, in addition to other development outside 
of these areas where growth will reflect local needs and ambitions. Settlements 
with a defined Settlement Policy Boundary are listed below:  

                                            
7
 Excluding Basingstoke and Tadley. 
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