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Site 47 Land west of Steventon 

The site lies in the OWLS LCT1 Alluvial Lowlands. The key landscape, visual and settlement characteristics are set out in the Record Sheet for Site 40. 

 

OWLS Landscape Strategy 

Maintain the tranquil nature of the landscape and promote the restoration and enhancement of hedgerows, hedgerow trees and tree-
lined watercourses. 
 
Guidelines 

• Strengthen the field pattern by planting up gappy hedges using locally characteristic species such as hawthorn, and hedgerow trees such as oak and 
ash.  

• Promote environmentally-sensitive maintenance of hedgerows, including coppicing and layering when necessary, to maintain a height and width 
appropriate to the landscape type. 

• Enhance and strengthen the character of tree-lined watercourses by planting willows and ash and, where appropriate, pollarding willows. 
• Conserve the surviving areas of permanent pasture and promote arable reversion to grassland, particularly on land adjacent to watercourses. 
• Minimise the visual impact of intrusive land uses at the fringes of towns, villages and farms with the judicious planting of tree and shrub species 

characteristic of the area. This will help to screen the development and integrate it more successfully with its surrounding countryside.  
• Promote the use of building materials and a scale of development and that is appropriate to this landscape type. These range from red brick and 

clay tiles in the Vale of White Horse to limestone and stone tiles in the Upper Thames valley.  
• Minimise the visual impact of intrusive land uses such as gravel extraction with the judicious planting of tree and shrub species characteristic to the 

area. This will help to screen the development and integrate it more successfully with its surrounding countryside. 

Site description: 
Site 47 is a 55.8 hectares (46 ha excluding flood plain) greenfield site situated to the north-west of Steventon. The site comprises a single character area and 
straddles Hanney Road. The north and western boundaries mostly face onto open countryside and follow field boundaries for part of their length. An 
electricity substation compound forms part of the northern boundary. The southern boundary is defined by the London-Swindon railway line and to the 
east is defined by rear gardens, a field boundary and cuts across an open field.  Part of the southern area of site is within the flood plain. 
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Key landscape planning factors: 
 
Site 47 is not within the Green Belt or the AONB but is within the Lowland Vale area identified in Local Plan policy NE9. This policy protects the Vale 
which is valued for its contribution to distant views from the higher ground to the north (Corallian Ridge) and the North Wessex Downs to the south. The 
majority of the site north of Hanney Road is identified in Local Plan policy NE11: an Area for Landscape Enhancement.  Any development in this area should 
enhance the appearance of the area and avoid further erosion or damage to its character. 
 
 
Photographs: 
 

 
Photo 1:  Panorama north across the north part of site towards the North Corallian Ridge in distance 
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Photo 2: View south-west across site towards AONB Photo 3: View south-west towards north part of site 

  
Photo 4: View north-west from Conservation Area across south part of site Photo 5: View south-west across south part of site, with AONB visible 
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Please refer to section 3 methodology of the assessment process 
 
 
1. Medium / Low Visual Sensitivity: 

• Open site with panoramic views  
• Countryside setting of Steventon 
• Mitigation feasible by building on existing/ subdividing. 

 
2. Medium / Low Landscape Sensitivity: 

• Lack of hedgerows/ significant vegetation 
• Southern part of site is Setting of Conservation Area and Listed Building (The Causeway) 
• Railway line to southern boundary. 

 
3. Landscape Character Sensitivity:  Medium/ Low (combines 1 and 2) 
  
4. Medium / High Wider Landscape Sensitivity: 

• Strong connections to countryside to west and north-west. 
 
5. Overall Landscape Sensitivity: Medium                            (combines 3 and 4) 
 
6. Medium / High Landscape Value 

• Southern part of site forms setting for Conservation and Grade 11* Listed Building (The Causeway). 
 
7. Landscape Capacity: Medium / Low (combines 5 and 6) 
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Relationship of site to Steventon 
• Eastern parts of site have strong links with Steventon 

 

Relationship with adjacent wider countryside 
• North and west of site connects strongly with open countryside to west and north west 

 

Potential impact on key landscape characteristics 
• Loss of openness to western side 
• Loss of open countryside setting of and approach to Steventon 

 

Potential impact on key visual characteristics 
• Erosion of visual separation of Steventon and East Hanney 
• Development in south-east corner of site could degrade setting of Listed Building and Conservation Area and block a key view of the open 

countryside from within the Conservation Area 
 

Potential impact on key settlement characteristics 
• Development in east of site would have strongest connections with Steventon 
• Development in south-east corner of site could degrade setting of Listed Building and Conservation Area 

 

Landscape mitigation and contribution to Green Infrastructure 
• Retain and enhance boundary vegetation 
• Create new landscape structure to meet OWLS landscape strategy   
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Conclusion and recommendations 
 

• Contain housing within the reduced area shown in figure 47.2, which avoids the flood plain 
• Plant new woodland edge to boundaries of sites which face towards open countryside to create a strong edge and screen development 

 
 
 
Potential capacity of the site  
 
It is recommended that only the eastern parts of this site are considered further as a contingency site on landscape and visual grounds and excluding the 
floodplain.  Development extending further to the west would erode the countryside setting of and approach to Steventon and development in the south 
east corner would block a key view over open countryside from within the Conservation Area.  The preferred access to the north part of site would either 
be through the existing housing or via an existing farm track along the Hanney Road.  Preferred access to the south part of the site would be through 
existing housing across the flood plain, if feasible.    The density of this area is recommended to be a maximum of 25 per ha.  A full detailed landscape and 
visual impact assessment will be required to inform the final capacity of the site. Using a nominal density of 25dph, some 350 dwellings might be 
accommodated on Site 47.   
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Figure 47.2: Site 47: Land west of Steventon - Recommended contingency site area and Green Infrastructure 
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4 SUMMARY AND TABLE A 
 
 
6.1 The above analysis has led to the recommendation that five sites should not be included as contingency sites on landscape and visual grounds.  Of 
the remaining thirty three sites the landscape capacity varies considerably with a number of the sites amended to show a ‘reduced area’ where development 
might be acceptable subject to any landscape or visual constraints, as set out in the site reports.  Table A below sets out a summary of the 
recommendations: 
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