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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 An informal consultation event was held at the Innovation Centre Milton Park 

on Wednesday 5 September 2012 from 12noon to 8pm. It was supported by 
representatives from MEPC, the Vale of White Horse District Council 
(VoWHDC), Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) Highways and Terence 
O’Rourke Ltd (TO’R). The event provided the public and other stakeholders 
with the opportunity to view the draft LDO proposals and discuss the 
proposals with the project team. 

 
1.2 The event was widely advertised. A leaflet distribution one week prior to the 

event, targeted residential properties in Milton and Sutton Courtenay villages 
and businesses located on Milton Park (appendix 1); and a series of 
stakeholders, including VoWHDC and OCC councillors and officers, parish 
council clerks, and key statutory consultees, were notified of the event by 
letter two weeks prior to the event (appendix 2). The leaflets and letters 
contained details of the draft proposal and the consultation event, and also 
provided a project specific email address and a link to the LDO webpage on 
the MEPC website.  

 
1.3 The exhibition comprised a series of presentation boards providing 

information on the draft proposals (appendix 3). This information was also 
available as an A5 leaflet (appendix 4). 

 
1.4 A total of 17 people attended the consultation. Two people completed 

comments forms, while six people provided noteworthy verbal feedback on 
the proposals. Table 1 provides a summary of these comments.  

 
1.5 The feedback form (appendix 5) asked the following questions: 
 

1. Has the informal consultation event helped you to understand the 
proposed objectives of the LDO? If no, why? 

 
2. Do you support the proposed Milton Park LDO objectives to make it 

easier and quicker for companies to innovate and grow and to adapt to 
changing market opportunities, and for business rates growth to be 
retained within the Enterprise Zones within Oxfordshire? 

 
3. Are there any matters relating to the proposed LDO that you think 

should be given further consideration? 
 

4. Has the informal consultation event been an effective way of learning 
more about the proposed LDO? If no, why?
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2. Response summary 
 

Table 1: informal consultation feedback summary 
Address  Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Comments LDO response 
Milton Parish 
Council  

Yes Concerned how the LDO 
parameters are going to be 
set and the prospect of 
‘fast track planning’ (no 
further explanation 
provided) 

No Yes • More needs to be done to 
encourage the expansion of jobs 
in the Science Vale UK 
Enterprise Zone 

• Jobs = housing = jobs 
• Wider concerns with the 

effectiveness of the UK planning 
system. Problem needs to be 
solved 

• Could pedestrian and cycle links 
between Milton Park and existing 
residential areas to the south of 
the park be improved? Perhaps 
re-open the pedestrian tunnel that 
currently travels under the 
railway 

• Points on job growth noted and 
no change to LDO considered 
necessary 

• OCC Highways explained that 
the potential to re-open the 
existing tunnel was currently 
being considered and is being 
progressed as an OCC project. 

 

Milton resident  Yes Yes – will bring job 
opportunities to the local 
area 

No Yes n/a Points noted and support for the 
LDO is welcomed.  

Sutton 
Courtenay 
Parish Council  

 - - - • Post confirmation of the LDO 
MEPC should hold regular 
‘progress’ meeting with the 
Parish Council to keep the PC 
informed of future development 

• MEPC is willing to meet with 
the PC to update them on 
development progress 

• A copy of the prior notification 
form could also be sent to the 
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Address  Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Comments LDO response 
proposals 

• MEPC should send copies of 
notifications of proposed 
developments to the PC 

• MEPC should sign a routing 
agreement to stop HGVs 
travelling through Sutton 
Courtenay village  

• Where will paper copies of the 
technical assessments be located 
during the formal consultation 
period? 

PC for information purposes 
when issued to the local 
planning authority  

• A routing strategy for HGVs 
can be considered 

• The location of paper copies of 
the technical assessments will 
be specified on the formal 
consultation publicity 
information and copies will be 
made available at VoWHDC 
offices  

Milton resident  - - - - Concerned about the condition of 
Milton High Street up to the B4016 
Drayton Road and the fact that the 
sheer weight of traffic is affecting 
the surface of the road. It was 
accepted that this issue was not 
necessarily directly attributable to 
activity at Milton Park but an 
increase in traffic movements could 
exacerbate the problem 

• The point was noted and it was 
explained that through the 
LDO MEPC would contribute 
towards specific local highway 
improvements which could 
help to address traffic 
problems in the surrounding 
areas 

• It was also explained that 
business rates growth retained 
in the Enterprise Zone areas 
would be used by OCC for 
strategic highway network 
improvements which may also 
help to address these problems 

Vale of White - - - - • Has sufficient professional advice • Mr Gilbert explained that 
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Address  Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Comments LDO response 
Horse District 
Council 
Member 

been given to VoWHDC about 
the LDO process? 

• Are there any plans to include 
land at Didcot Power Station in 
an LDO in the future? 

• A series of public exhibitions for 
the Milton Park LDO would be 
beneficial as part of the formal 
consultation process 

planning professionals Terence 
O’Rourke Ltd had been 
appointed by MEPC Milton 
Park to assist with the 
production of the LDO 

• VoWHDC had also instructed 
a planning barrister with 
experience of preparing LDOs 
to review the draft Order to 
ensure that it follows the 
correct procedures and is 
legally compliant / robust  

• Mr Gilbert confirmed that land 
at Didcot Power Station was 
not, and would not, form part 
of the Milton Park LDO 

• Mr Gilbert explained that 
formal consultation would be 
undertaken in accordance with 
the relevant regulations. At this 
stage it was not considered 
necessary to hold another 
public exhibition. However, 
this would be considered 
depending on the level of 
public interest at the informal 
consultation stage.  

Sutton - - - - Highway safety at the Milton • MEPC has invested heavily in 
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Address  Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Comments LDO response 
Courtenay 
Resident  

Interchange is an issue which is 
likely to become worse with new 
development at Milton Park  

the Milton Interchange in 
recent years, fulfilling s106 
obligations by implementing 
works approved by both OCC 
Highways and the Highways 
Agency. MEPC is not aware of 
any specific highways safety 
issues 

• The transport study for Milton 
Park undertaken by OCC has 
not identified that there will be 
any traffic safety problems at 
Milton Interchange and no 
mitigation works at this 
junction have been 
recommended. 
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Appendix 1: Exhibition flyer 
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Appendix 2: Exhibition invite letter and invite list 
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List of exhibition invitees 
 
Name Position Company 

Paul Fermer 
Science Vale UK Infrastructure 
Manager Oxfordshire County Council 

Linda Currie  Team  Leader  Oxfordshire County Council 
Hugh Coddington  Deputy County Archaeologist Oxfordshire County Council 
Anita Coghlan  Oxfordshire County Council 
Tamsin Atley  Oxfordshire County Council 
Lucy Dalby  Milton Parish Council  
Mrs S Taylor  Harwell Parish Council 
Mrs L A  Martin  Sutton Courtenay Parish Council 
Mrs Angela Einon  Steventon Parish Council 
David Perrow  Drayton Parish Council 
Dominic Stapleton Town Clerk  Didcot Town Council 
Ashley Maltman  Environment Agency 

Mary Tomlinson  Natural England 

Chris Welch  English Heritage 

Anthony Powell Planning Manager Highways Agency 

Mark Dickinson      Development Planning Manager                                                          Thames Water Utilities Ltd 

Nigel Charman  
Scottish and Southern Energy Power 
Distribution 

Adam Swaine  
Strategic Business Development 
Manager  SSE PLC 

Lesley Nesbitt Crime Prevention Design Advisor Thames Valley Police 

Catherine Petts Secretary CPRE, Vale of White Horse 

Anna Robinson Strategic Director Vale of White Horse District Council 
Adrian Duffield Head of Planning Vale of White Horse District Council 

Mike Gilbert 
Planning and Development 
Manager Vale of White Horse District Council 

Toby Warren Project Manager Vale of White Horse District Council 
Ian Price Planning Solicitor Vale of White Horse District Council 

Professor Steve Cowley Chief Executive 
United Kingdom Atomic Energy 
Authority 

Dr Sally Ann Forsyth Director, Science Parks Goodman 

Dr Tim Bestwick Executive Director 
Science & Technology Facilities 
Council 

Ed Vaizey MP 
Member of Parliament for 
Wantage and Didcot  House of Commons 

Ian Corbyn  BBOWT 

Matthew Trigg Development Planning Manager RWE npower 
Maria Stasiak Decision Officer DCLG 

   

Councillor Hilary Hibbert-Biles Maple House 

Councillor Ian Hudspeth  Oxfordshire County Council 
Councillor Stewart Lilly  2 Hengest Gate 

Councillor Gervase Duffield Appleford House 
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Councillor Reg Waite  7 Hengest Gate 

Councillor Margaret Turner 15 Tyrrells Close 

Councillor Ellaine Ware  31 Station Road 

Councillor Roger Cox  Chiltern House 

Councillor Matthew Barber Vale of White Horse District Council 
Councillor Richard Webber Orchard Barn 

Councillor Angela Paterson South Oxfordshire District Council 
Councillor Ann Ducker  South Oxfordshire District Council 
   

Adrian Shooter Chairman c/o Oxfordshire County Council 
Ian Wenman Vice Chairman c/o Oxfordshire County Council 
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Appendix 3: Photograph of exhibition boards 
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Appendix 4: Exhibition leaflet 
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Appendix 5: feedback form  
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