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25 September 2023            

SENT VIA EMAIL  
 
 
Councillor Bethia Thomas 

Vale of White Horse District Council 

 

Dear Bethia,  

Thank you for your email and the opportunity to meet you and Mark to discuss our plans to provide a secure and 
sustainable water supply for future generations, including the proposed new reservoir in Oxfordshire. 

In your email you raise concerns about our commitment to engage with the Council and local communities and 
seek our assurance on this. I want to reassure you that we are fully committed to working openly and 
constructively as we develop the proposals for the new reservoir, and in this response I have provided an overview 
of our current engagement and future plans which I trust will give you that assurance.  

- We have an established programme of technical engagement with regulators and stakeholders on a 
range of aspects of the reservoir design including landscape, transport and heritage. In 2021 we set up 
topic-specific Technical Liaison Groups (TLGs) and invited officers of the Vale of White Horse District 
Council to join the TLGs, to enable early participation and guide the development of the project. The 
programme of technical engagement has continued through the intervening period. In early 2023, we 
reached a formal agreement to fund officers of the Council to enable continued participation in the TLGs, 
which included the backdating of costs to cover involvement and review before the Gate 2 submission.  

- We have held several briefings for officers and councillors on the strategic water resources management 
plan and the reservoir, including the most recent meeting on 15th September 2023 which focused on 
reservoir design and construction issues. The next briefing is planned for early 2024 and will discuss flood 
risk management. 

- We have set up a dedicated community engagement team who are a point of contact for local residents 
and businesses to keep them informed and provide a channel for discussion.  

- We have planned a programme of community engagement starting with the information events in October 
and November this year, followed by two stages of public consultation in summer 2024 and 2025. In 
summer 2024 we’ll seek feedback on the draft masterplan, which will inform detailed scheme design, 
followed by a statutory consultation on the proposed final masterplan, scheme design and associated 
environmental information in summer 2025.  

- We are also engaging potentially affected landowners at an early stage and we’ll keep in close contact as 
we develop proposals.    

You also raise the opportunities for mitigation which could help alleviate some local concerns about the reservoir. I 
completely agree with the Council on this; we want to create a reservoir that not only secures the vital water 
resources we need but one that is sensitive to its locality and delivers significant long-term environmental and 
community benefits. Our reservoir at Farmoor showcases some of the opportunities with unique habitat for wildlife 
and a great location for anglers, paddleboarders and sailors, three nature reserves, and a café for those wishing 
to take a break from the accessible paths and walks. In February 2023 we wrote to the Council, and other 
stakeholders, to provide a statement of our commitments which reflected issues raised by the Council and local 
communities and set out our commitment to consider and develop these wider benefits. This statement of  
community commitments is attached in Annex 1.  
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We are planning to set up a forum to give stakeholders and representatives of the local community the opportunity 
to have their say on the design of the reservoir including access, landscaping and recreation use and would 
welcome the opportunity to discuss our initial thoughts on the forum with the Council. 

I trust I have assured you of our commitment to work openly and constructively and bring forward a reservoir that 
will create a lasting positive legacy for the local area and community. 

I look forward to continuing to work with you. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 

 

Simon Adams 

Programme Director - Strategic Resource Options 
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Annex 1 – Community Commitments, February 2023 
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